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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

August 30, 2020 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Order of Worship (Online) 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 37:5–7; antiphon: Ps. 37:4 

Delight yourself in the LORD, 

and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD; 

trust in him, and he will act. 

He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 

and your justice as the noonday. 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 

fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, 

over the man who carries out evil devices! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Delight yourself in the LORD, 

and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony 

and shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us 

courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him 

wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 15:15–21 

O LORD, you know; 

remember me and visit me, 

and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; 

know that for your sake I bear reproach. 

Your words were found, and I ate them, 

and your words became to me a joy 

and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, 

O LORD, God of hosts. 

I did not sit in the company of revelers, 

nor did I rejoice; 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 

for you had filled me with indignation. 

Why is my pain unceasing, 

my wound incurable, 

refusing to be healed? 

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 

like waters that fail? 

Therefore thus says the LORD: 

“If you return, I will restore you, 

and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 

but you shall not turn to them. 

And I will make you to this people 

a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you, 
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but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 

to save you and deliver you, 

declares the LORD. 

I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  Romans 12:9–21 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what 

is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 

one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, 

be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 

patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to 

the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 

weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 

Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 

honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 

“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the 

contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 

give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap 

burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 16:21–28 

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he 

must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 

the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This 

shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to 

Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. 

For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, 

but on the things of man.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after 

me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or 

what shall a man give in return for his life? For the Son of 

Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his 

Father, and then he will repay each person according to 

what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some 

standing here who will not taste death until they see the 

Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

         Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and  

          the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text – Romans 12:9-21 

 Theme – “Patient in Tribulation” 

I don’t know about you, but I can begin to lose my 

patience when it comes to the whole COVID-19 thing.  When 

will things get back to normal?  When will I be able to go to 

the Nursing Home and visit my mother without a face mask 

on?  When will I be able to shake people’s hands after 

church?  When all of this started back in March, a lot of us 

thought it will all be over by the time school would be out 

for summer.  Well, it’s time for school to start up again and it 

is still not over.  Is it any wonder some of us are losing our 

patience? 

If you are one of those who is losing your patience, 

then these words of our text apply to you:  “Rejoice in hope, 
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be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer” (Romans 

12:12). 

By the way, the Greek word translated by the word 

“tribulation” is literally “to be pressed.”  Think of that 

expression between a rock and a hard place and that will 

help you understand the Greek word translated by the 

English word, “tribulation.” 

St. Paul, who wrote these words to the Christians at 

Rome, knew what it was like to experience tribulation.  The 

ones to whom Paul is writing these words knew what it was 

like to experience tribulation.  In fact, the tribulation they 

experienced was more than the inconvenience of not being 

able to visit the people we love or the fact that they couldn’t 

shake people’s hands.   

Paul had his hands chained together when he was 

arrested for being a Christian.  The Romans knew real 

separation from loved ones as they were locked away and 

even put to death because they were Christians.  And yet, 

Paul writes, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer.” 

Being a Christian is not easy.  Not only do we confess 

god’s Word to a world that doesn’t want to hear it, but we 

also have to deal with the devil and our own sinful flesh 

which fight against us, trying to keep us from doing God’s 

will. 

In that respect, we are like Paul and like the prophet 

Jeremiah, who we hear about in our Old Testament lesson.  

Jeremiah was also losing his patience.  He had prophesied 

destruction, but it hadn’t happened yet.  People were giving 

him a hard time about that.  All of this leads Jeremiah to 
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bring this complaint against God, “I did not sit in the 

company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, 

because your hand was upon me, for you had filled me 

with indignation” (Jeremiah 15:17).  

Jeremiah knew tribulation.  He knew what it was to be 

“hard pressed.”  What did he do?  He prayed about it.  

Remember what Paul says in our text:  “be constant in 

prayer.” 

Of course, Jesus is the reason why we have the 

privilege of prayer.  He knew what it was like to experience 

tribulation.  He was arrested and put to death for us and for 

our sin.  Through Him all of the sin that could get in the way 

of our prayers being answered has been forgiven.  He invites 

our prayers.  He will listen to our complaints.  He wants to 

give us patience. 

And, He wants to help us “rejoice in hope.”  We can 

look forward to heaven because Jesus died and rose again, 

just as He predicted in our Gospel lesson for today (Matthew 

16:21). 

More than that, in the meantime, we can trust that 

God will be with us as we experience tribulation.  That’s what 

the Lord told Jeremiah.  He said that as Jeremiah 

experienced tribulation, “I will make you to their people a 

fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but 

they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save 

you and deliver you” (Jeremiah 15:20). 

“I am with you ot save you and deliver you.”  

Those are good words for us to remember as we deal with 

this COVID-19 thing.  We can trust in Jesus to get us 

through.  He can get us through all the inconveniences that 
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are a result of trying to stay safe.  He can also get us through 

all the other tribulations we experience because of sin.     

And, He can help us to “rejoice in hope; be patient 

in tribulation; be constant in prayer.”  Hope, patience, and 

prayer, we can have these things in the midst of tribulation 

as we remember all of God’s mercies.  AMEN 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

O Lord, our God, we come to You with hearts filled 

with gratitude and praise.  For the light of another day we 

give You thanks.  For making us Your children through Christ, 

we praise Your holy name.  For giving us Your Word as a 

source of our joy, accept our praise. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that in spite of Your 

lovingkindness toward us, we have often brought discredit to 

Your holy name.  We have often failed in our worship by 

permitting ourselves to be conformed to this world.  We 

have not always demonstrated Your will in selecting that 

which is good, acceptable, and perfect.  We have often 

thought more highly of ourselves than we should.  We have 

often failed to exercise sober judgment according to our 

faith.  We sometimes forget that, while we are many 

members of Your body, we are one body in Christ.  Having 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, we have 

failed to use these gifts for the best interest of your 

kingdom.  For these many sins, forgive us, Lord. 
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Send us Your Holy that as members of Your body we 

may fulfill our purpose with greater zeal.  Remembering Your 

mercy toward us, may we be more merciful toward others.  

Keep us united in the faith that we may carry out our 

responsibilities with cheerfulness.  Help us find meaning and 

joy in our lives by making us more willing to lose them in 

Your service.  Bless our nation with righteousness and peace, 

and use us to help alleviate the suffering of humanity. 

O Lord, we suffer with all manner of ills and afflictions. 

Hear us and grant to us healing according to Your will, 

strength in time of trial and peace at the last. We pray 

especially for those we now name in our hearts. Good Lord, 

deliver us and teach us to depend upon Your grace in all 

things.   

We ask these petitions in the name of and for the 

sake of Him who denied Himself so that He might save us.  

AMEN 

 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  

            who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us  

              from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen 
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