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ONLY ONE FOUNDATION 
 

Now that sports teams have started to play games in empty stadiums, we might wonder why 

spend all that money building stadiums, when we could just as well watch them play on TV?  In 

the same vein, with our church services being available online, we might be tempted to wonder 

why do we have to go to church for worship? In answering that question, let me share 

something I share with the Confirmation Students. 
 

Who needs to go to a stadium full of fanatics, sit on hard backless bleachers for three hours, 

and eat cold hot dogs to watch a football game you can hardly see from seats so high up that 

you are afraid you are going to get nose bleeds?  Why do that when you could have stayed 

home and watched the game on TV in the comfort of your own living room? What do you think?  

If you had the chance to go to a professional football game, would you go even if you could 

watch the game on TV?  
 

Some advantages of actually being there at the game are these: 
 

1. By being there, you can hear the thunder of the crowd, excited because of a completed 

pass; 
 

2. By being there, you get a sense of involvement, for it is not just those around you cheering 

for the team in the fourth down and short situation, you’re doing some cheering, too; 
 

3. By being there, you see 70,000 people united behind a common cause; 
 

4. By being there, your attention is focused on the game.  No phone calls to distract you. 
 

The point is:  sometimes you just have to be there! 
 

“Who needs to go to church to worship God?”  That’s what some people think!  They say, “I can 

just as well think about God while sitting in the woods as when I am sitting on the wood of a 

church pew.  I can sing songs about God’s love in the shower; I don’t need to be in the choir 

loft.  I can read from the Bible while sitting around the house in my pajamas.  Why do I need to 

get all dressed up?”  
 

What are the advantages of being there at church? 
 

1. By being there, we can encourage one another. 
 

2. By being there, our attention is focused on the Word of Christ so that it can dwell in us 

richly. 
 

3. By being there, we are blessed as we hear the Word of God. 
 

4. By being there, we not only can devote ourselves to the apostles’ teaching, but also enjoy 

the fellowship of other believers, receive the Lord’s Supper and pray with and for one 

another. 
 

So I would say, I would hope people would return to church as soon as they feel comfortable in 

doing so. 

 

 
 



WEDNESDAY 

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES 

9:30AM – 8:00PM 

THURSDAY 

9:30AM – 8:00PM 

FRIDAY 

9:30AM – 8:00PM 

SATURDAY 

9:30AM – 5:00PM 

FREE 8 x 10 PHOTO & DIRECTORY FOR EACH FAMILY 

At the time of your photo session, families will have the option to make an appointment to 

meet with Duane to choose a photo package. Photos will be available to review on-line, as 

well (more information to come on that). Photos will be ready for Christmas delivery! 
 

If you are not able to come in person for a photo session with Duane, you may email a family 

photo (taken in vertical format) to Greta Rose at gretakrose@gmail.com. Deadline for 

submissions is Monday, October 26th. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the church office during office hours at 

218-927-3170. Thank you! 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PICTORIAL 
DIRECTORY 

It’s time for a new church pictorial directory. We are excited to share that we have contracted 

with Duane’s Photography to take our family photos. Photos will be taken in his studio at              

205 Minnesota North in Aitkin.  
 

On October 4th & 11th, there will be a table in the church’s entryway to sign up for a 15-minute 

time slot before and after worship. Phone calls to members who are not able to sign up at 

church will begin the week of October 12th to we make sure we reach everyone. 



Aitkin County Public Health is providing a Flu Shot Clinic on Tuesday, October 27 

from 9:00AM to 12:00PM at St. John’s Lutheran Church. The flu vaccine is 

recommended annually for everyone 6 months and older. This year, the vaccine is 

especially important to help reduce the chance complications associated with 

influenza and COVID. The flu vaccine does not 100% guarantee that you will not 

get the flu this year, but it will mostly likely reduce the timeframe of illness and 

reduce the chance of severe illness, hospitalization, or death from influenza.  
 

Public Health will provide the recommended dose options for different age groups:   

• High-dose (a more concentrated dose to provide better protection) for those 65+  

• Regular dose for those 64 years and under 

• FluMist (a live vaccine) will also be available upon request for children 2 years and 

older. 
  

The day of the clinic, please bring all your current health insurance cards and wear 

a mask. A mask is required  to receive a flu shot. If you do not bring a mask, one 

will be provided. Safety measures will be in place throughout your visit. 
  

Aitkin County Public Health can bill the following insurance: Medicare, UCare, any 

MN Healthcare Program, BCBS, Medica, Health Partners, United Healthcare, and 

Preferred One. Accepted insurance for billing, does not guarantee payment. There 

is a possibility that you will be responsible for the 
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cost of the flu shot provided by Aitkin County Public 
Health.  
 

If you do not have insurance, you can still receive 

the vaccine. The Minnesota Vaccine for Children 

and the Uninsured and Underinsured Adult Vaccine 

programs will cover the cost of the vaccine serum. 

The cost to you will be a $19.00 administration fee. 
 

If you have any questions contact Brea Handorf at 

218-927-7256. 
 

OCTOBER 27 
9 : 0 0 A M  –  1 2 : 0 0 P M  



MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays at 8:00 AM 

Resuming study in 1 

Corinthians. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesdays at 1:30 PM 

Resuming study of Luther’s Small 

Catechism. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays at 10:15 AM 

Resuming study of Luther’s 

Small Catechism. 

St. John’s has many opportunities for you to grow closer to God and form 

lasting friendships with others. We invite you to grow with us, by participating 

in the following programs… 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sundays at 10:00 AM 

Open to Pre-K – 6th grade students 

CONFIRMATION 
Wednesdays after school via ZOOM 

Open to 7th & 8th grade students 

ACT – ACTIVE CHRISTIAN TEENS 
TBD – Watch for announcements 

Open to teens 7th – 12th grade. 

PLEASE BE 

AWARE  
Governor Tim Walz 

has ordered masks 

to be worn in indoor 

public spaces across 

Minnesota.  



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

AND WE’RE OFF! 
Sunday School is off to a great start, as we “ARMOR UP FOR GOD”. The kids 

were excited to get back together and dive into the Bible lessons and song. Each 

year, through generous donations we create new themed t-shirts for the kids and 

teachers. Thank you to everyone who donates to our youth programs. We are not 

only able to get t-shirts, but other items that help to engage the children. This year 

we will also be introducing new music into the curriculum and giving each family a 

CD that they can take home and listen to and sing along. We’re excited to have the 

kids sing the new songs during worship in the coming months. Get ready, it’s going 

to be a great year! 

 

SHARE JESUS BY READING BIBLE STORIES 
As an extension of our Sunday School program, we are offering  

lessons and virtual Bible Stories for families on our website. 
 

      We are seeking members of our congregation who would like to  

          record themselves reading a Bible Story to put on our website.  

        We will provide the story and can help with recording it if  

     necessary. Read a story, get creative if you would like, and have  

    fun with it. Contact Greta Rose in the church office at 218-927-3170 

     if you would like to help in this capacity. Thank you in advance. 

CHECK 
OUT OUR 
NEW  
T-SHIRT 
DESIGN... 
COMING 
SOON TO 
A KID 
NEAR 
YOU! 



A GIANT THANK YOU! 
It’s finally here and with it a new make-over. That’s right, our new and more 

efficient hot water heater has been installed in the kitchen pantry and with it a 

pantry make-over… new paint and shelving! Thank you to everyone who 

helped with this very important job! Thank you to Dick Buhlmann, Dave Rom, 

Joy Janzen, Greta Rose, Jim and Karla Schendel, Elaine Wegner, Linda 

Bauer and Cathy Wilke. Many hands make the work so easy.    

WELCOME FLERLAGE FAMILY 
St. John’s is excited to welcome Tony, Lisa, James, Natalie,  

Levi, and Thomas into our church family. They  

have transferred from St. John’s  

Lutheran Church in Austin,  

MN. The children are already  

enrolled in Sunday School 

and making new friends. Be  

sure to introduce yourselves.     

MONTH 

OCTOBER IS PASTOR 

APPRECIATION MONTH 
Be sure to take time to say “Thank You” to 

Pastor Becker in October. This year has 

been a crazy time where our lives have 

been turned upside down, but through it all 

Pastor Becker has made sure we hear 

God God’s Word weekly. As we were self-quarantined in our homes, Pastor was 

preaching to an empty church to record God’s Word for us to listen to on 

KKIN-94.3FM or watch on-line. As nursing homes closed their doors, Pastor 

Becker stood outside windows distributing communion to residents and 

assuring them of God’s love. He phoned members to make sure they were 

doing OK. Nothing is easy right now, but it is so assuring that God’s love for 

us is strong. We are thankful to Pastor Becker for reminding us of that when 

we begin to doubt anything will be normal again.  

St. John’s 



St. John’s 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WORSHIP IS ON YOUTUBE! 
Not able to worship at church each Sunday? St. 

John’s now has its own YouTube channel. 

REQUESTING ADDRESSES FOR 

COLLEGE / MILITARY STUDENTS 
Help us keep our mailing addresses current and 

share St. John’s with our young people who may 

be going to college or off to the military. If you have 

a child moving out, please contact the church office 

with the new address so we can continue to send 

care packages and newsletters. Call 218-927-3170. 

Go to www.YouTube.com or your SmartTV and search for St. John’s 

Lutheran Church of Aitkin, MN to find worship services, Bible Stories read by 

members (coming soon), and Sunday School songs and programs. By 

subscribing to the St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin, MN channel you can 

stay connected no matter where you are. You can continue                  
watching on-line through the link on our website, as well. 

The 2020 St. John’s Fall Bazaar & Bake Sale 

may be canceled due to the uncertainties around 

the Coronavirus, but let’s work to make next year 

even bigger. Start crafting and planning now to 

make 2021 HUGE! Together we can get through       

hgj anything and come out stronger in the end. 

2020 FALL BAZAAR & BAKE SALE CANCELED 
 



*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please 

notify the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 

 

Blessings on your special day! 

Tanja Braden  October 01 

Alyssa Born  October 01 

Kimberly Charron   October 02 

Tammy Packer           October 04 

Kelli Parker          October 04 

Colleen Smith  October 05 

Jennifer Cooper October 06 

Gary Gray  October 07 

Keith Bartel  October 09 

Bryce Haugly  October 09 

Garrett Westerlund October 10 

Ruth Monse  October 11 

Debbie Schultz October 11 

Janice Butler  October 12 

Jeremy Robak  October 12 

Kendra Gruhlke October 13 

Conner Hawkins October 13 

Hunter Miller  October 13 

Emily Campbell October 14 

Steven Banks  October 17 

Donald Weimer October 17 

Julie Glanz  October 17 

Michael Lamke October 18 

 

 

Zachery Converse October 19 

Brooke Miller  October 19 

Jessicca Monse October 19 

Nicholas Parker October 19 

James Quale  October 19 

Gretchen Wold October 20 

Linda Goonan  October 23 

Betty Cooper  October 24 

Jonathon Novotny October 24 

Spencer Packer October 24 

Nick Hasskamp October 25 

Florence Landrus October 25 

Robert Landrus  October 25 

Leonard Bauer October 26 

Craig Lund  October 26 

Jamie Smith  October 26 

Allison Anderson October 27 

Daniel Bender  October 27 

Andrea Gibbons October 27 

Christian Rom  October 28 

Jason Plekkenpol October 29 

Taylor Wilke  October 31 

Karisa Glanz  October 31 

 

 
 



If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please place your offering in an 

envelope marked “Together in Mission. 
 

NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 

At the beginning of September we received the following from James and Christel 

Neuendorf, our Together in Mission missionaries, serving in Ponce, Puerto Rico: 
 

August came and went in what seemed like the blink of an eye. We finished up our final 

hurricane prep as well as a few of our on-going summer projects. We received a new 

executive order that forced us in Ponce to go back to online services (we couldn’t meet the 

capacity requirements). So we are now working on possibly going to multiple services to 

allow us the opportunity to hold Sunday services. School has started, but the kids in the 

public schools are still waiting on their laptops and getting situated with online learning. For 

the kids in Ponce, this is the first time they have been back in school since Christmas (apart 

from a couple weeks in February) as many schools were deemed unsafe to occupy after the 

earthquakes. 
 

The intensity of the ongoing earthquakes has diminished enough though, to begin the 

process of repairing our church building in Ponce!  
 

As a team, we are blessed to be able to review and assess all the connections we have 

made over the time of quarantine and figure out to proceed in following up. It’s definitely a 

challenge navigating the executive orders, the needs of the community, and what we can 

actually provide as a team.  
 

Through it all, God has a plan, He has orchestrated all of these events, and will continue to 

guide us in His ways.  
 

Since the lock down, Missionary Ruth Maita has led our team in providing online English 

classes for students in Mayaguez and in Ponce. There have been a couple rounds of 

classes, some with short term team volunteers and some with just our missionary team. 
 

From these classes came an idea to offer an English Bible Study. So Pastor James and 

Pastor DiLiberto led a weekly English Bible Study on Wednesdays. They are soon ending 

their 8-week course and will be picking back up in a few weeks. All of those who attend are 

ESL students that are connecting either on a Tuesday or Thursday via zoom for class. It has 

been an incredible opportunity to teach the Word while also giving an opportunity to learn 

another language. We ask for your prayers as the study restarts in the fall. James records a 

short lecture and review of the vocabulary for each student to watch prior to class. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers. It really means so much to us.  

  

 


