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HOW THINGS HAVE CHANGED!

How things have changed in the week I was gone to our mission meeting in Puerto Rico.

When we left, things were fairly normal. There were reports of widespread cases and

death of corona virus in Asia and Europe and on some cruise ships, but very few cases

in most states. Before we left probably the biggest thing we had to deal with was the

shortage of antibacterial hand sanitizer. Besides that, things were pretty much the way

it always has been.

When we got back, however, after being gone for only one week, schools were closed,

restaurants were closed, and there were shortages of more than just hand sanitizer.

One wonders how long it will be until things are back to normal again.

While I was gone, the decision was made to cancel all church services and activities

through April 2nd. Stay tuned because all that could change. We are exploring ways

that we can continue to share Word and Sacraments. Look elsewhere in this newsletter

for more details on this.

All of us need to be practicing social distancing to protect ourselves and others from this

deadly virus. Social distancing is not what we normally do in the church. Social

distancing can make us feel isolated.

With all that is happening, our anxiety levels may increase. We worry about ourselves

or loved ones getting the virus. We worry about our jobs and our ability to pay our bills.

We worry about having enough food to eat.

These are all things that we are dealing with as a result of COVID-19. To help us deal

with all of these things we need to hear God’s Word. We hope to be able to continue to

share that Word through the internet, KKIN, and phone calls.

When it comes to feeling isolated we can remember what Jesus says in Matthew 28:20

– “Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” He is our Savior who loves

us. He loved us so much that He lived, died, and rose again to give us eternal life.

When we are tempted to worry, we can remember that we are told that we can cast all

our anxieties on Jesus because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7).

When we are dealing with how our lives have changed so much, so quickly, we can

remember that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews

13:8). His love is going to be there for us.



Dear Family in Christ,

In light of the changing circumstances in our community, state, and nation the leaders

of St. John’s have met to discuss what steps we could take as we seek to help “flatten

the curve” of the corona-virus. Guidelines set forth by the Governor change daily, and

we too need to remain flexible. While it is our hope to be back together in the church

soon, we need to put a Plan B in place, in the event of prolonged social distancing.

Thank you for your patience as we try to work through all the details, as we don’t know

what next month’s planned activities will look like, that alone tomorrow’s. Several

church leaders are working long hours to best meet the needs of our congregation

during this uncertain time.

If we find that the COVID-19 outbreak restrictions last into April, Plan B will go into

affect. However, if we get the “all clear” please plan on the activities printed in this

newsletter.

COMMUNICATION UPDATES:

The most efficient and timely way to communicate with our congregation is through

our website (at www.stjohnaitkin.org) or our Facebook page for up-to-date

notifications on church functions that have been canceled, suspended or postponed.

You can also call church and listen to the message on the answering machine, but this

may not be as current (because we do not have remote access to the answering

machine).

SUNDAY WORSHIP:

Sunday worship services are being recorded. You can access a video on our website

or on our Facebook page each Sunday morning at 9:00 am. The order of service,

which includes printed text will also be available. The link will remain up and available

to view until we are back together in church. Or, you can listen on the radio -- KKIN

(930AM / 94.3FM) will air our worship service each Sunday morning at 9:00 am. If you

do not have access to the internet or are not able to listen to the radio, please call the

church office (218-927-3170) or the Pastor at home (218-927-3922) and leave a

message that you would like to receive a mailed copy of the sermon.

COMMUNION:

For those wishing to receive communion, after April 1st, arrangements can be made

with Pastor Becker to receive private communion at church. He can be reached either

at church (927-3170) or at home (927-3922).
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OFFERING:

Many people have asked if they could mail their weekly offering. We appreciate this

gesture. Even though we are not able to have a “normal” church service, the church’s

expenses continue (about $14,000 per month). Please mail offerings to St. John’s

Lutheran Church. 324 3rd St. NW, Aitkin, MN, 56431. Thank you for your continued

support of our church.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:

It’s important that our little ones know Jesus is with them always, even when we are

not at church. Each week we will make the lesson plan available on our website. You

can print it off and work through it with your kids. We will work to create a fun craft,

too.

CONFIRMATION:

Pastor and Mrs. Becker may be reaching out to the Confirmation students to see how 

Confirmation instruction can continue.

ACT:

All March ACT activities are canceled. Teens will be contacted in April for an update

on activities.

BIBLE STUDY GROUPS:

All Bible Study groups are canceled through the end of April. At this time we will re-

evaluate the situation to assess whether Wednesday Bible Study and Sunday Adult

Bible can resume. The Tuesday Bible Study usually doesn’t meet after April.

ALL OTHER CHURCH GROUPS & ACTIVITIES are canceled through the end of

March, at which time we will re-evaluate the current situation.

This may be a frightening time for many, but we truly have no reason to fear

because “The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am

helped.” (Psalm 28:7) We will continue to trust in God through the days and weeks to

come. And though things may look much different, we will continue to share Christ,

serve Christ, and grow in Christ’s love.

If you have any questions, concerns, or in need of anything, please reach out to

Pastor Becker or any of the Deacons at any time.

In Christ,

Pastor David Becker
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HOLY WEEK EVENTS
APR 9
7:00PMT

H
U

R MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Fig Trees: Psalm 105:23-45; Luke 13:1-9; Mark 11:12-25

APR 10
7:00PMF

R
I GOOD FRIDAY 

Tree of the Cross: Psalm 74; Deut 21:22-23; Galatians 3:1-14

APR 12

S
U

N EASTER FESTIVAL at 9AM

Tree of Life: Psalm 52; Ezekiel 47:1-12; Revelation 22:1-20

We are working to have all services available at the 

above posted times on KKIN-94.3FM. However, KKIN 

has some contracts with sponsors that may not make 

this possible. All services WILL be available to watch 

on our website.



St. John’s

SUNDAY WORSHIP READERS WANTED
Looking for a fun and easy way to volunteer at church? We are always looking for more

readers during worship. If interested, call Debbie Schultz at 927-6250.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND SUBSTITUTES WANTED
Our young people are an important part of our congregation and

helping them grow their faith is a great way to serve our Lord.

We are looking for both Sunday School teachers and substitutes

in the coming year. We are excited to implement a brand new

freaea

VOLUNTEER AT ST. JOHN’S AND SERVE THE LORD
There are many opportunities to volunteer at St. John’s and we

are looking for help in several areas. Many hands make light

work. Please consider sharing your talents in the following areas:

VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE FELLOWSHIP
Volunteers are needed to serve coffee after the 9:00 a.m. service. The food should be

simple, easy to eat, and can be bought at a store or homemade. If you are able to serve

a Sunday, please sign up on the sheet posted in the fellowship hall.

curriculum and need some energetic people to help create a fun, yet educational Sunday

School experience. If this is interests you, call Debbie Schultz at 927-6250.

All events printed in this newsletter are subject to change. Watch for updates on website.

GET READY FOR VBS!

JULY 27 – JULY 31  
8:30AM – 11:30AM 

Register on-line at www.stjohnaitkin.org 

Volunteers are needed & 

appreciated. A sign-up sheet

is in the entryway. Thank you so 

much for your help. 



Betty Foster Gage, age 88, died

on Thursday, March 12, 2020.

A graveside service will be held

in June in Iowa. May God be

with her family.

Please help us to improve 

communication by giving us your 

email address. Email 

gretakrose@gmail.com 

with your name and address.

Thank you!

IMPROVING COMMUNICATION

In 
Loving 
Memory

St. John’s



Karly Lillo April 01

Beverly Bose April 03

Jill Klicker April 03

Gerald Tibbetts April 03

Penny Connow April 05

Rita Lamke April 05

Kristi Just April 05

Brent Landrus April 06

Zachary Lovsness April 07

William Remmert April 07

Alyssa Christian April 09

Laura Peterson April 11

Andrew Elmquist April 12

Hope Gage April 12

Wade Kennedy April 12

Nicole Brown April 13

Nikki Nicko April 13

Brendan Lovsness April 14

Kevin Glanz April 17

Collin Wilke April 17

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please 

notify the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed.

Blessings on your special day!

John Heins April 18

Michael Espeland April 19

Madison Slette April 19

Ben Solien April 19

Amber Sinchak April 20

Kathy Pearson April 21

Chris Olesen April 22

Joy Janzen April 23

Angie Kuehn April 23

Fritsie Lamke April 23

Emily O'Neil April 23

Shirlee Haugly April 25

Daniel Bleeker April 26

Richard Buhlmann April 27

Gail Kennedy April 27

Jane Kiphuth April 27

Paula Soderquist April 27

Pastor Bob Volkert April 27

Michael Bauer April 30

Madalyn Otto April 30



NEW S FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries

please place your offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.

We have not received a recent newsletter from James and Christel, but we did

receive the following from the Rev. Anthony DiLiberto who is serving in Mayaguez,

Puerto Rico:

We praise God that we have secured a new temporary worship and mercy site in

Ponce while we wait for our church building there to be evaluated by a structural

engineer. Please pray that it might be evaluated quickly so we can proceed with the

next step.

Our CPTLN director, Yaritza, also works for government subsidized housing in a

neighboring town called Moca. The pastors have started doing devotions and

outreach activities there. In February, Anthony led a Bible study with the residents.

Please pray that the Word of God that he spoke would work in the hearts of its

hearers.

Deaconess Intern, Stephanie Wilde, was installed at the church service in Ponce on

February 23. We praise God for her service here and ask Him to bless the year and

a half that she will be here.

We started Wednesday night

services again for Lent. Like

most Lutheran churches, we

celebrated Ash Wednesday

by remembering that “Of dust

we are and to dust we shall

return,” a humbling and grave

(pun intended) reminder of

our human frailty and our

great need for a Savior.


