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LET’S SHOW SOME HUMILITY & PATIENCE

The other day I got a phone call from someone with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod asking if

I had any prayer requests. I shared with them two prayer requests. One was that God would bring

an end to this pandemic. The other was that our response to the pandemic would not bring division

in the church.

My fear is that some won’t like the decisions that I and the deacons make in regards to things like:

How do we resume in-person services? How do we maintain social distance? Do we require masks

or not? Do we sing or not sing? Some are eager to meet in person and are impatient with how long

it is taking to get things back to normal. Others think it is unwise to get back together until there is a

vaccine. There are also plenty who fall somewhere between these two extremes. The question is:

How does the church move forward in unity rather than in division?

One answer to that question is humility. We should heed the advice of Paul: “I say to everyone

among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned” (Romans 12:3). We

all must realize that none of us know all the answers. We all need to humbly bow our heads and ask

God for guidance.

Philippians chapter 2 also speaks of humility. “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility

count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to your own

interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves which is

yours in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:3-5).

What follows those words is a description of Christ’s humility. Christ didn’t just out for His own

interests, He looked out for our interests. That’s why “He humbled himself by becoming obedient

to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8).

Besides humility, we also need to have patience. We need to be patient with a timeline that may be

slower than we prefer. We need to be patient with a process of reopening that may seem strange.

We need to be patient with one another. Remember God is patient with us.

With His help we will have the patience that Paul talks about in Colossians chapter 1: And so, from

the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the

knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner

worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in

the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for

all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to

share in the inheritance of the saints in light” (Colossians 1:9-12).

That’s what God’s Word tells us and we need to hear that Word, whether that be on-line, on the

radio, or in person. There is one thing we can’t do online or on the radio and that is to receive the

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. That’s something that we can only do in person.



Out of an abundance of caution, we have had and will continue to have two in person

services on Sundays at 8 and 10 am. In July, we will offer touchless communion on the

1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, July 5 & July 19. Legally we could go back to having one

service at 9 am, but we are not going to do that, yet, so that it is easier to maintain social

distance. Some may be a little more comfortable in coming to worship if they know that church

will not be crowded. Some may not like that decision, thinking that we are moving too slowly. If

that’s you, remember what the Bible says about humility and patience.

And, if you are one who thinks we are moving fast, you, too, can remember what the Bible says

about humility and patience. We will continue to air our services on KKIN-94.3FM at 9:00 am

each Sunday and on-line through our website (or YouTube) throughout August. So hear

God’s Word that way. And, as far as the Sacrament goes, you can make arrangements with me

to receive private communion by calling the church 218-927-3170 or my home 218-927-3922.

Humility and patience is not something we can manufacture, they are among the fruit of the Spirit

that we read about in Galatians chapter 5, verses 22-24: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things

there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions

and desires.” That’s why we need to hear God’s word so that we can bear such fruit in our lives.

Please check our website (www.stjohnaitkin.org), Facebook page for up-to-date

information, or call Pastor Becker (218-927-3922) to find out the status of things.

WAYS YOU CAN GIVE

Mail your checks to us at:

St. John's Lutheran Church

324 3rd Street NW

Aitkin, MN 56431

Visit our website at 

www.stjohnaitkin.org

and give online through 

a secure portal

1) Download the free GivePlus app 

from the App store or Google Play

2) Find St. John's Lutheran Church 

by our name or zip code (56431)

3) Donate using your checking 

account

Did you know there are now four ways to financially support the work we do at St. John’s Lutheran

Church? Please consider one of the below options to give.

Visit our website at www.stjohnaitkin.org for more information. Thank you for your continued support

of our church.

Financially supporting St. John’s

Sunday worship 

offering plate

Thank you for your continued support!

http://www.stjohnaitkin.org/


St. John’s

The following are postponed events that are 

still to come once we get the “all clear” from 

the governor. 

Annual Chicken Dinner

Kids Against Hunger – Family Event

Church Pictorial Directory

Polka Worship Service

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP ANNOUNCEMENTS:

2020 SUMMER YOUTH CAMPS ARE CANCELLED

The Board and staff of LIC have made the heart-breaking

decision to suspend all youth camping programs for the

summer of 2020. This includes our overnight night camps,

day camps, and VBS.

SELF-DIRECTED FAMILY RETREAT OPTIONS

Are you looking to get away to a beautiful island setting with your family? Lutheran Island

Camp is inviting families to enjoy the beauty of God's creation at the island this summer. If

you would like to reserve one of the cabins or houses for a summer get-away we

encourage you to give them a call at 218-583-2905 or visit their website for more

information at www.islandcamp.org. These retreats will provide access to many of the

recreational resources on the Island, including the beautiful sandy beach, but will not

include programming.

SUNDAY WORSHIP READERS WANTED
Contact Debbie Schultz at 927-6250.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS & SUBSTITUTES
We are looking for new Sunday School teacher for our 2020-2021

school year. If you love sharing Jesus with others we need you!

Contact Debbie Schultz at 927-6250

VOLUNTEER & SERVE THE LORD
There are many opportunities to volunteer at St. John’s and we

are looking for help in several areas. Many hands make light

work. Please consider sharing your talents in the following areas:

QUARTERLY VOTERS' MEETING
Sunday, July 19 at 11:00 am

All confirmed members, age 19 

and older are invited to attend 

and are eligible to become voting 

members.  Please plan to attend.

The Church Council will meet to

plan the agenda on Thursday, 

July 9 at 6:00 pm.



*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please 

notify the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed.

Blessings on your special day!

Presley Bleeker July 02

William Collins July 02

Ella Sinchak July 02

Stephanie Kalkes July 03

John Arness July 05

Richard Peterson July 05

Alan H. Cooper July 06

Brian Wold July 06

Diana Backstrom July 07

Chloe Borseth July 07

Rodney Landrus July 07

Rebecca Drentlaw July 08

Cheryl Root July 08

Mitchell Bartel July 09

Emilee Miller July 10

Matthew Rom July 10

Tom Rose July 10

Krystal Larson July 11

Henry Nicko July 12

Ernie Ruschmeier July 12

Jeff Sterling July 12

Jacob Converse July 14

Anthony Miller July 14

Kellan Perrine July 16

Linda Bauer July 17

Virginia Kennedy July 17

Renee Larson July 17

Nathan Ehnstrom July 18

Matthew Larson July 18

Kristin Miller July 19

Tanner Quigley July 19

Peter Ness July 20

Julie Smith July 20

Lowell Wegner July 22

Deanna Banks July 23

Rodney Bose July 23

Pat Holder July 23

Joe Solien July 23

Nancy Quale July 24

Marcus Marsh July 25

Douglas C. Banks July 26

John Clark July 26

Beata Cooper July 26

Kaelynn Gruhlke July 26

Jace Cleys July 28

Yvonne Erdman July 28

Jody Weimer July 30

Heather Gretschmann July 31

Scott Lehrke July 31

Shirley Renstrom July 31

Darcy Rom July 31

Shannon Tibbetts July 31
Dawn Wilke July 31



NEW S FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please place your offering in an

envelope marked “Together in Mission.

James & Christel Neuendorf, our “Together in Mission Missionaries” posted the following in the 

beginning of June.

We had our first in-person worship service in the reopening on Pentecost Sunday. We met in the 

outdoor patio of our earthquake damaged buildings rather than the much smaller rented location 

where we could barely seat 10 people under the strict social distancing requirements.

Because of our position on the globe, Puerto Rican summers are hot, and Ponce is the hottest part 

of the island; but fortunately, our usual 3pm service time just happens to perfectly coincide with the 

ideal angle of the sun for casting shade over our patio. Like clockwork, we set up the altar and sound 

system under a blazing sun, and the cool shade swept over the impromptu sanctuary right at 3:00. 

The shade came from a quenepa tree that was probably planted when the historic house that is now 

our mercy center was built, perhaps 100 years ago. A church member reminded me that they were 

dealing with their own pandemic in Ponce back then. This type of tree is a symbol of the city, and 

every year there is a festival to celebrate the harvest of the delicious quenepa fruit, (you may know it 

as the Spanish lime.) The seedling of that tree made many trips around our sun before it was ready 

to provide that perfectly timed shade, patiently marching towards its purpose for 2020.

It was not only the position of the sun on the horizon however, but of the earth around the sun. 

Pentecost Sunday is the day we celebrate the church emerging from its enclosure in the upper room 

and spreading into the whole world. We celebrate the beginning of a new era, the harvest that comes 

with God’s perfect timing. God had waited patiently since the time of creation for the right moment to 

pour out His Spirit on mankind again, to begin the harvest season of the righteousness of His Son. 

The seed planted at the dawn of the world had grown and put out its leaves to bear fruit, patiently 

marching its way to the day of the Lord.

In my sermon, to those gathered under the shade of that tree, I pointed out the implication in Joel’s 

prophecy which is cited in Acts, that the “Last Days” begin at Pentecost. I directed their attention to 

the crumbling towers and rubble all around us and asked, “is this what the end of days looks like?” 

Perhaps we are all so concerned with determining the times and knowing if this is the end of the 

world, that we have forgotten what the “end” means to our Lord. It means that the long-awaited fruits 

of the tree planted long ago are ripe. It means it is time for the harvest! I directed their attention to the 

quenepa tree above them, filled with the tiny beginnings of thousands of fruits, (they will be ready to 

pick in August).

This is what Pentecost means, this is what God’s timing brings, and this is where we are at in our 

long trip around the sun. Our little congregation has re-emerged after months of lock-down. In the 

midst of the ruins of our city, you can see the little buds and shoots of new relationships, of interest in 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ for sinners, everywhere. We don’t know what is next, it’s hurricane 

season now, but all time is God’s time, and He has declared it harvest time.

-Pastor James Neuendorf


