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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

June 14, 2020 

The Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Order of Worship 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Ps. 67:4–7; antiphon: Ps. 67:3 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you! 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations 

upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you! 

The earth has yielded its increase; 

God, our God, shall bless us. 

God shall bless us; 

let all the ends of the earth fear him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you! 

Kyrie   

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis  

P Glory be to God on High, 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee. 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great 

glory. 

O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 
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us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty, eternal God, in the Word of Your apostles and 

prophets You have proclaimed to us Your saving will. Grant 

us faith to believe Your promises that we may receive eternal 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Exodus 19:2–8 

They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of 

Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel 

encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God. 

The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you 

shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: You 

yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore 

you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, 

if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 

shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the 

earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the 

people of Israel.” 

So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set 

before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 
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All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has 

spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people 

to the LORD.   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  Psalm 100 (antiphon: v. 5) 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

Serve the LORD with gladness! 

Come into his presence with singing! 

Know that the LORD, he is God! 

It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

and his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

For the LORD is good; 

his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Epistle  Romans 5:6–15 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 

the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—

though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified 

by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 

wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 

to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 

reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also 

rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 

have now received reconciliation. 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, 
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and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because 

all sinned— for sin indeed was in the world before the law was 

given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death 

reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning 

was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the 

one who was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died 

through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God 

and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 

abounded for many.   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia  

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 9:35—10:8 

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching 

in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 

and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 

said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 

out laborers into his harvest.” 

And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every 

disease and every affliction. The names of the twelve apostles 

are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip 

and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 

the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and 

Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere 
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among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go 

rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And proclaim as 

you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, 

raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received 

without paying; give without pay.   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sermon Text – Exodus 19:2-8 

 Theme – “Remember What God Has Done!” 

One thing my wife enjoys doing is to put together 

scrapbooks so that we can look back at the trips we have taken.  

One of our favorite places is Grand Teton National Park out in 

Wyoming.  We have spent many vacations there, enjoying the 

mountain views, seeing various types of wildlife, and spending 

restful times sitting by a campfire.  It is good to look at the 

scrapbooks from those trips and remember the times we have 

spent there. 

Our text for today begins:  “[The people of Israel] set out 

from Rephidim” (Exodus 19:2).  Ordinarily that might be 

something we skip over.  But I am not going to do that today.  I 

want to tell you that the Hebrew word for Rephidim can be 

translated as “resting place.”   By the way, that is what Grand Teton 

National Park is for my family and me, a “resting place.”  While the 

people of Israel did camp at Rephidim, I do wonder if it really was 

a “resting place” for them. 

We are told of a couple of things that happened there at 

Rephidim.  One of those things was that the people of Israel got 

mad at Moses because there wasn’t enough water there.  The 

people were afraid they were going to die there because of the 

lack of water.  They complained to Moses and accused him of 

leading them all out there so that they could die.  It was so bad 

that they wanted to stone Moses to death.   

Moses did what we all should do when things trouble us.  

He took it to the Lord in prayer.  And, the Lord answered his 

prayer in a miraculous way.  He told Moses that when he hit a 

rock, water would come out for the people to drink.  So you see 

providing water for a thirsty people is one thing that happened at 

Rephidim. 
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Another thing that happened when the people were 

camped at Rephidim was that they were attacked by the 

Amalekites.  We are told that during the battle Moses went up to 

the top of a hill overlooking the battle.  When Moses lifted up his 

hands, the people of Israel were winning the battle.  When Moses 

tired and his hands dropped, the people of Israel started to lose 

the battle.  So, Moses sat on a rock and Aaron, Moses brother, and 

a man named Hur held up Moses’ hands so the people could 

defeat the Amalekites. 

Some good things had happened there at Rephidim and 

now they were leaving that place and they were going to “the 

wilderness of Sinai” (Exodus 19:2).  That’s  where they were going 

to receive God’s Law.  There they were told “if you … obey my 

voice … you shall be my treasured possession among all 

peoples, … 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation” (Exodus 19:5-6).  It is something the people 

promised to do (Exodus 19:8). 

So what happens if the people don’t obey God’s voice?  

What happens if they don’t keep their promise?  If they disobey 

God does that mean they are no longer His people?  If they fail to 

keep their promise does that mean God is no longer their God? 

The thing we have to remember is that they didn’t become 

God’s people on the basis of obedience.  They became God’s 

people by His grace.  Remember He saved them first.  He brought 

them out of slavery in Egypt.  He was leading them through the 

wilderness and in all that time He “bore [them] on eagle’s wings 

and brought [them] to [Himself]” (Exodus 19:4). 

That reminds me of something I saw on one of our trips to 

Grand Teton National Park.  We were by a lake and I saw this bald 

eagle swoop down and fly just above the water.  At just the right 

time, that eagle went into the water and brought out a large fish.  

The wings of that eagle had enough power to lift that fish out of 

the water.  The one problem with this illustration is this:  the eagle 
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didn’t bear that fish on its wings so that it can save the fish, but 

eat the fish.   

God saved the people of Israel.  He brought them out of 

slavery.  And, God wants to save us.  He wants to bring us out of 

slavery to sin. 

You see, when it comes to obeying God, we don’t always 

do that.  We don’t deserve to be God’s people.  We don’t deserve 

to be His treasured possession.   

Have you ever asked, “Why do bad things happen to good 

people?”  The thing is:  are any of us really all that good?  God 

wants perfection from us and none of us live up that that 

expectation.  So the question we should ask is this:  “Why do good 

things happen to us, at all?” 

The answer to that question is it is all because God loves 

us.  He loved us so much that He sent Jesus to do what none of us 

can do.  He perfectly obeyed God.  He fulfilled the Law given to 

Moses.  He truly was God’s treasured possession.  Then, on the 

cross, He suffered and died for all our disobedience.  He died so 

that we could be saved by grace through faith. 

The people of Israel could remember what God had done 

for them at Rephidim.  He had lifted them up like the eagle who 

can lift and carry things using its outstretched wings. 

We don’t have to think about Rephidim if we want to 

remember what God has done for us.  We can think about the 

cross and how Jesus outstretched arms on it.  That’s what God was 

willing to do so that we can be His treasured possession.  AMEN    

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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Offertory  

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy 

Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 

with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

 Hear our praise, O Lord, and give ear to the voice of our 

supplications.  We enter Your gates with thanksgiving and Your 

courts with praise.  You are righteous and Your steadfast love 

abides forever.   We are Your people and the sheep of Your 

pasture.  We serve You with gladness and come into Your 

presence with singing. 

 Your blessings are too great for us to comprehend.  We are 

unworthy of them for we have often broking the covenant You 

made with Your chosen people.  We have failed to live up to Your 

expectations of being a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  You 

have shown us Your love by sending Jesus, the Christ, to die for us 

while we were yet sinners.  We have failed, however, to return that 

love which reconciled us to Yourself by His death and saved us by 

His life.  Furthermore, we have failed to share this knowledge of 

salvation with those who are as sheep without a shepherd.  For 

these and many other sins, forgive us. Lord. 

 Send us Your Holy Spirit, O Lord, and strengthen us with 

Your presence.  Fill us with knowledge and zeal to do Your will.  

Help us to teach Your Word, and fill us with compassion for those 

who have not yet received You as their Shepherd.  Open our eyes 

to the plenteous harvest, and make us willing laborers to gather it 

in.   

 O Lord, be with our missionaries around the world.  Keep 

them safe in this time.  Help them to share Your Word using a 
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variety of means.  We pray that You would especially be with our 

brothers and sisters in Puerto Rico. 

 We pray, Lord, for the sick, that You would grant them 

healing;  we pray for the wounded in spirit, that You would make 

them whole;  we pray for the grieving, that You would comfort 

them; and, we pray for all affected by the ongoing pandemic and 

its effects, that You would bring an end to it.  Lord, be now with 

those with now name _________________________ and those we name 

in our hearts.   

 O blessed Lord, through Moses You called a people to 

Yourself and from them You delivered up Your own Son to be our 

Savior. By His sufferings and death, He has redeemed us sinners 

from our sins, and by His resurrection He has released us from the 

fear of death. Help us to live as Your own people, doing the good 

works for which we were created, and praying with confidence the 

petitions and supplications of our hearts; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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