
OVERCOMING LIFE’S SORROWS WITH FAITH 
  

As I write this newsletter article, I am preparing for a Circuit Visitors’ Conference 

by reading through a book on the prophet Jeremiah entitled “Overcoming Life’s 

Sorrows”. The book was written by the main presenter at our conference, a 

professor at Concordia University, St. Paul, Dr. Reed Lessing.  As I have been 

reading through the book one thing that jumped out at me was the fact that in his 

book Jeremiah often describes the punishment the people deserve for their sin 

using three words:  “sword, famine, and pestilence” (e.g., Jeremiah 14:12). As we 

deal with a pandemic, it is the last word that jumped out at me.   
 

As one reads through the book of Jeremiah, you discover that one of the sins for 

which the people deserve these punishments is the fact that they are listening to 

lying prophets.  Jeremiah says to the LORD, “Behold, the prophets say to them, 

‘You shall not see the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I will give assured 

peace in this place’” (Jeremiah 14:13). 
 

And the LORD responds to Jeremiah by saying, “The prophets are prophesying 

lies in my name.  I did not send them; nor did I command them or speak to them.  

They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless divination, and the deceit of 

their own minds” (Jeremiah 14:14). 
 

As I look at this Word of the LORD, I have to wonder if you and I are suffering 

through this present-day sorrow because so many in our nation are listening to 

lying prophets.  I am talking about those who misrepresent what God says in His 

Word about certain sins.  If truth be told, there are even times when we listen to 

these lying prophets. 
 

I want you to remember though is that the title of Dr. Lessing’s book is 

“Overcoming Life’s Sorrows”.  The book of Jeremiah not only calls people like us 

to repentance, but it also brings comfort by pointing to the sure promises of God 

like this one:  “I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more” 

(Jeremiah 31:34).  We have this forgiveness through Jesus.  He can help us to 

overcome all of  life’s sorrows through faith. 
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Feb  
17 

H a n d s  o f  R e p e n t a n c e  
Luke 18:9-14 

Feb  
24 

H a n d s  o f  B e t r a y a l  
John 13:21-30 

Mar  
03 

H a n d s  o f  M i s g u i d e d  Z e a l  
John 18:4-11 

Mar  
10 

H a n d s  o f  H y p o c r i s y  
Mark 14:55-65 

Mar  
17 

H a n d s  o f  B r u t a l i t y  
Matthew 27:27-31 

Mar  
24 

H a n d s  o f  S e l f  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
Matthew 27:15-26 

AVAILABLE 

W E D N E S D A Y S  
ON-LINE and on KKIN-94.3FM @ 7pm 

IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

about  
MIDWEEK LENTEN 

SERVICES 
Due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, there will be no 
in-house midweek Lenten 
Services. Worship will only 
be available on-line and 
aired on KKIN-94.3FM at   
7:00 pm each week.  Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday, 
February 17. This year’s 
theme is “The Hands of   
the Passion.” Individual 
worship themes are listed 
here. 



Be sure to help our youth raise money for their 

upcoming LCMS Youth Gathering in 2022.  

SUB SANDWICH  

& SNACK SALE 

Pick up your subs and purchase snacks for the 

big game after church. The ACT group will be 

making fresh donuts, as well that will be for sale. 
 

SEE YOU THERE! 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Important information for youth and  their parents to know 

  

  

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS 

COMING SOON! 
Parents, it’s time to help our kids put on their full 

armor for God, as we get ready to embark in an 

adventure of a lifetime. 
 

VBS is just around the corner and we need help 

creating a program our kids will not just remember, 

but will live by. In a world of uncertainty, we want our 

kids to always know that God is their strength.  
 

           This year our theme is “Knights of the North Castle  

           – Quest for the King’s Armor”. North Castle is  

           hidden in a frozen land. The King’s valiant Knights  

    are on a quest in search of the King’s Armor. But the  

     armor isn’t what they think it is. Knights of the North   

    Castle invites children to be strong in the Lord and in  

the strength of God’s power by exploring  

how we put on the armor of God. Kids will 

 take on the role of brave Knights and begin their quest each  

session by opening the King’s Book. They’ll explore Old and  

New Testament stories and discover different pieces of  

protective armor—the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of  

Righteousness, the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of Faith,  

and the Helmet of Salvation—at work in the lives of familiar  

people from the Bible and explore how that armor works  

in their own lives as they follow and serve God. 
 

STAY TUNED! MORE EXCITING NEWS  

COMING SOON! 
 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Important information for youth and  their parents to know 

  

  

 

VBS NEEDS A DIRECTOR…  

IS THAT YOU? 
We have many very dedicated people in our church 

eager to help with VBS each year, but what we really 

need to get planning started is a DIRECTOR. Please 

prayerfully consider taking on this important role. If you 

have questions about what the role looks like, you can 

talk with Janice Hawkins. You can also consider being a 

co-director if you would like. We are very flexible and 

want you to have fun with this. The goal is to have fun 

with the kids and with the volunteers, while we all armor 

up for God. The materials are here if you would like to 

review them. As the director, you can set the dates and 

time. Many have already shared interest that they want 

to help again this year, we just need a director to pull us 

all together.  

ACTIVE CHRISTIAN TEENS IS BACK! 
We are excited to share that ACT is back in 2021, and we are  

excited to continue working with youth to strengthen their walk  

with the Lord. Below is a schedule of upcoming events…  

we hope to see all our ACT kids there. We miss you! 
 

    SUNDAY, JAN 31 - 10am      

           Meeting to discuss Super Bowl Sunday Event 
 

    SATURDAY, FEB 6 - 10am      

           Making Donuts together in St. John’s kitchen 
 

    SUNDAY, FEB 7 - 8am      

             Preparing Super Bowl Subs / Snack sale 

    

                                 Contact Gina Wold with any questions at 218-670-0368 
    



to Rev. Bob & Phyllis Volkert 

To be closer to family, the Rev. Bob & Phyllis Volkert will be moving to western 

New York state.  St. John’s congregation would like to say “Farewell and 

Godspeed” to them at our worship service on Sunday, February 7th.   

 (This date is tentative due to the uncertainty of Pastor Bob’s  

health.) As part of this, we would like to also recognize their  

over 50 years of service to the church.  Last year (2020),  

was Pastor Bob’s 50th Anniversary of his ordination, but  

due to the pandemic we were unable to have a  

celebration.  

Come say good-bye on  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

    New York…  
here we come! 

You will both  

be very missed. 



2020 ANNUAL REPORT IS ON ITS WAY 
Thank you to everyone who once again contributed to 

this year’s Annual Report. From writing sections, to 

compiling numbers, to folding the final book, it is a team 

effort. We hope that you take the time to read through 

the report and celebrate with us all that St. John’s has 

done in a very difficult year. We do our best to provide 

updated information, but count on our members to help 

us keep addresses and phone numbers accurate. 

In the 2020 annual report we have listed both the Usher and 

Communion Schedule for 2021. Please note, that due to the 

coronavirus pandemic we are not yet asking these volunteers  

to serve during their assigned months. However, as we  

move forward this year this may change. When we need  

you to come in to serve we will let everyone know and  

those serving in the month we come back will receive a  

postcard in the mail to let you know. We are so thankful for  

all of you who serve on these schedules. We cannot  

function as a church without the many wonderful people  

who serve each month to make things run smoothly and to 

welcome people to church each week. 

USHER & COMMUNION SCHEDULE 

Please contact the church 

office at 218-927-3170 with 

any questions or changes 

needed for the 2021 Annual 

Report. 

God bless all of 
our volunteers! 



St. John’s 

Care packages for military & college students. 

Welcome New Members to St. John’s 
We are excited to share the news of new members 

to St. John’s. Please welcome… 

(received through profession of faith) 
 

(received by transfer) 
 

(received by transfer) 

 

 

We welcome Quinn Everly Wold into 

God’s family. 
Quinn Wold (born July 25, 2021), the daughter of Chris & 

Callie Wold, was baptized January 17, 2021. Her sponsors 

are Brandon & Catie Wold and Jason & Brittny Wold.  May 

God continue to bless this little one. 

At the next St. John’s Circle meeting on February 11 at 1:00 pm 

the women will be assembling care packages for our college 
students and those in the military. Cookies are  

a favorite item received, so if you could help  

and bake some tasty treats for our students  

the St. John’s Circle would really appreciate  

it. If you would like to help out with baking  

treats, please contact Joy Janzen. Please have  

cookies here by Thursday, February 11th at 1:00 pm. The 

cookies could be brought on Sunday, February 7th to be 

frozen until the meeting. Thank you so much for your support 
of our young people away from home. 



Michelle Hanson  February 01 

Margrett Elling  February 02 

Brenda Latvala  February 02 

Daniel Weimer  February 03 

Isabella Westerlund  February 03 

Samantha Beck  February 04 

Kory Kemmet  February 04 

May Borchert   February 05 

Alice Fageroos  February 06 

Mikael Perrine  February 08 

Laura Sutton   February 09 

David Bartel   February 10 

Donna Bartel   February 10 

Norma Lehrke  February 10 

Drew Olson   February 11 

Beth Borseth   February 12 

Joni Larson   February 12 

Shelley Christian  February 13 

Kelly Kemmet  February 13 

Roger Borchert  February 14 

Brian Kuehn   February 15 

Tracy Weston  February 15 

Jean Root   February 17 

Jeff Lehrke   February 19 

 

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please notify 

the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 

Blessings on your special day! 

Jessica Carpenter  February 20 

Jozee Fossum  February 20 

Dennis Lamke  February 20 

Warren Latvala  February 20 

Mark Wold   February 20 

Lois DuChane  February 21 

Dwayne Kennedy  February 21 

Jacob Radke   February 21 

Sean Weimer  February 21 

Erin Blomquist  February 22 

Alicen Bartel   February 23 

Alexis Erdman  February 23 

Jim R. Bender  February 24 

Eric Hanson   February 24 

Jane Lenzen   February 24 

Bunny Dotzler  February 25 

Laura Schlagel  February 25 

Scott Wold   February 25 

Ronald Christian  February 26 

Tim Landrus   February 28 

Erin Rom   February 28 

Steven Shirilla  February 28 

Jeff Ruschmeier  February 29 

 



On Christmas Day, the Rev. James & Deaconess Christel Neuendorf, our Together 

in Mission Missionaries, sent the following Christmas greeting: 

NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 

Christmas greetings from Puerto Rico!  Christ is born! What joy we have that God sent His 

only Son to the world, to become one of us, to die for us, and to rise again all so that we 

may be with Him one day. True joy! 
 

2020 has been a year.  I am sure much of it will continue into 2021, but as Christians, we 

hold fast to the Christmas message everyday, knowing that we are never alone, God is 

with us, and one day the suffering, sin, and death will be no more.  
 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support over a very intense year. This year has 

not been easy for anyone, so your prayers, letters, emails, and financial support means so 

much us.  
 

God’s blessings to you in this new year. 

 

In other news, Christel Neuendorf writes:   
After months of virtual art classes, missionary Ruth Maita and I hosted two in-person craft 

Saturdays (one in Ponce and one in Mayaguez), taught by a dear member from Principe 

de Paz. We were blessed to receive some ladies whom we have been connected with 

over Facebook for the past several months!” 
 

Also:  A big thank you to our Frontline Workers! This year we as a congregation and 

mission team had the opportunity to purchase and prepare a small gift of appreciation for 

our firemen, paramedics, and police officers in Ponce. 
 

And:  This month, the congregation and mission team had various opportunities to 

provide a bag of grocery items for low-income senior independent living centers. Right 

before the earthquake, we had the opportunity to reach out to two centers with Bible study 

and activities, but both closed due to earthquake damage. All of the residents were 

dispersed all over Ponce as well as outside of Ponce.  We pray that this new opportunity 

might lead to a further relationship with the congregation in serving our senior neighbors. 

Right now everything is shut down because of COVID19, but we hope in the new year 

everything will open back up. 

 

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please 

place your offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.” 

 


