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ARE YOU IN A BAD MOOD BECAUSE OF THE PANDEMIC?

I recently read a book entitled “Leading a Post-Covid Church” by Thom S. Rainer. In the

book, there is a section that seeks to answer the question: “Why Are Your Church

Members Ornery in the Pandemic?” While I do not think that we have any members at St.

John’s that I would call “ornery”, I am guessing that there are quite of few of us who are in a

bad mood because of the pandemic.

Anyway, here are some reasons why that might be:

1. We are weary because of all the changes the pandemic has brought into our lives,

like social distancing, mask-wearing, etc.

2. We are confused because the experts don’t seem to agree about things.

3. We are fearful as the numbers of those infected are on the increase.

To be sure, being in a bad mood because of the pandemic or for other reasons, may make

us seem ornery to others in our family, in our church, and in our community.

So what shall we do about all of this? I would say we need to recognize the negative

effects that the pandemic is having on ourselves and on others. Once we have done that

we can apologize for the sinful behaviors that have resulted from us being in a bad mood.

Having repentant hearts means that we can receive from Jesus the forgiveness He earned

on the cross.

When it comes to responding to others who we might think are “ornery” for whatever

reason, we can be understanding of why they may be that way. And, then, with God’s help

we can forgive others as Jesus forgives us.

As we continue to deal with this pandemic, one thing we can remember is that God can

work for good through it. Maybe He wants to use it to help us realize that our church, as

imperfect as it is, is a blessing from God. Maybe He wants to use this pandemic to

encourage us to reach out to others with the Gospel. Maybe He wants to use this

pandemic to teach us to pray: pray for ourselves and our family, pray for our church and our

community, pray that the Lord will keep us safe, now and forever.

PLEASE NOTE: Sadly, with the increase in COVID-19 cases and new

restrictions being put in place by the Governor, we cannot predict the future

of in-house services. We may need to change our plans for worship from

what you see in this Newsletter. Please look to our Facebook page, website,

or call the office for more current updates throughout December.



Galatians 4:4-5 says, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his

Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the

law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”

Those words, of course, are talking about the birth of Jesus, which we celebrate this

Christmas. In preparation for that celebration, it is a long tradition to observe the

season of the church year which we call Advent by having special midweek services to

prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord. We invite you to join us during

Advent for worship at 7:00 pm each Wednesday evening.

The theme of this year’s services is: “It’s About Time.” Individual dates, time, themes

and texts are as follows:

In Our Sins a Long Time!   I s a i a h  6 4 : 1 - 9

Time to Wake Up!   R o m a n s  1 3 : 1 1 - 1 4

Time for Him to Return!   L u k e  2 1 : 2 5 - 3 6D
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Please take advantage of these opportunities to prepare your heart for the coming of

our Lord. Due to the pandemic, there will not be Advent suppers this year.

Can’t make it to church? Find each service on our website at www.stjohnaitkin.org or

visit our YouTube page (search St. John’s Church of Aitkin) or listen on KKIN 94.3FM

(7:00 pm air time).

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin St. John’s Lutheran Church - Aitkin

ADVENT
W O R S H I PIt’s About Time



Keep Hope Al ive This

C h r i s t m a s  E v e  W o r s h i p    5 : 0 0  P M

C h r i s t m a s  D a y  W o r s h i p    9 : 0 0  A M

N e w  Y e a r ’ s  D a y  W o r s h i p    9 : 0 0  A M

We understand not everyone feels safe to worship in-house, or that you just can’t make it

to church. We are excited to offer services on-line or to listen on the radio. Find each

service on our website at www.stjohnaitkin.org or visit our YouTube page (search St.

John’s Church of Aitkin) or listen on KKIN 94.3FM (air times same as listed above).

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin St. John’s Lutheran Church - Aitkin

C h r i s t ma s
We invite you to join us, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Despite COVID

restrictions, we are discussing ways to bring special music into our services

(whether you attend in-person or watch on-line).

A special THANK YOU to everyone who 

donated food during the month of November. 

Thank you for making a difference in the lives 

of our community members this holiday season 

and beyond! We are so blessed.



St. John’s Sunday School 
presents

PLEASE NOTE: All are invited
to share in this special telling of the
story of Christmas, but we need to do
it in a non-traditional way this year
due to restrictions placed on the
number of people who can attend at
one time. The December 13th “live”
service is open only to the Sunday
School children and their families.
A recorded service will be available
for viewing for the congregation on
Sunday, Dec. 20th at 10:00am in
the Fellowship Hall. Please
understand that all plans are subject
to change depending on restrictions in
place.

DEC 13 at 11:00am 

DEC 20 at 10:00am 

OPEN ONLY TO PARENTS OF SS STUDENTS

RECORDED PROGRAM OPEN TO EVERYONE



PASTOR BECKER TO LEAD 
WORSHIP ON MAIN STREET 
LIVING TV PROGRAM
Tune into WFTC channel 29 out of the Twin Cities

on Sunday, December 6 at 9:30 am, as our very

own Pastor Becker leads worship. Main Street

Living is a television Sunday mornings between 9

and 10 am. The first half hour is a reproduction of

This is the Life, a Lutheran Hour Ministries program

St. John’s

made popular in the 60s, 70s, and 80s. The second half hour is a modified Lutheran

worship service, which features LCMS pastors from the channel 29 viewing area.

This program is totally funded by viewers and others who want to keep the Gospel

available to those who cannot or do not attend worship services on a regular basis.

On Sunday, December 6, Pastor Becker will be the one leading the worship service

that begins at 9:30 am.

SPREADING CHEER TO THE 
ELDERLY THIS CHRISTMAS
In lieu of a Christmas party, the women of the St. 

John’s Circle are putting together Christmas gift 

bags for residents at River’s Edge Apartments, Aitkin  

Health Services, and Golden Horizen. The bags will include 

a cheerful note, candy cane, and crocheted slippers (made by 

Linda Bakken). This “spreading cheer” event happens on 

December 10 at 1:00 pm. Thank to the St. John’s Circle for 

spreading joy to those who may have to spend Christmas alone 

due to restrictions in place. You are a blessing!



St. John’s

ANNUAL REPORT UPDATES DUE

MEMBERS: We are in the process of updating this year’s

Annual Report. Please review your current information in

the 2019 report. If you have any updates or changes and

have not already contacted the church office, please call us

at 218-927-3170 or email Greta Rose at

gretakrose@gmail.com by December 15. Your attention will

help assure accuracy of this report.

WRITTEN REPORTS: If you writing a report for the annual report, please submit

copy to the office by December 15. We appreciate the efforts you make to

helping us out on this.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: If you are in charge of any financial reports, please get

them to the office as soon as possible after January 1.

NO CHRISTMAS WITH THE BECKERS THIS YEAR 
Due to the uncertain times in which we live, Pastor and Mrs.
Becker will not be doing “Christmas with the Beckers” this year.

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS
It’s time to start thinking about renewing and/or signing up for

the 2021 year of “The Lutheran Witness” magazine.

Subscriptions cost only $22 for the year. Inform the church

office if you would like to subscribe.

CHURCH WORKER SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Are you or someone you know interested in a church work career? The

Minnesota North District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League provides

scholarships. Go to www.lwmlmnn.org and click on resources for more details.



*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please 

notify the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed.

Blessings on your special day!

Richard O'Neil December 01

Bryan Zenke December 01

Harper Born December 02

Kathy Larson December 02

Amelia Beaufeaux December 03

Hannah Slette December 04

David Tate December 05

McKenzie Wolf December 06

Kinzer Hill December 06

Derald Landrus December 06

Taya Hawkins December 07

Forrest Kobs December 07

Carolyn Pagels December 07

Kimberlee Gruhlke December 08

Frank Kingsley December 08

Lyle Orr December 08

Tony Anderson December 10

Chris Kemmet December 10

Marlene Linn December 10

Inta Nixon December 11

Larry Borgman December 12

Riley Boyer December 14

Elaine Johnson December 14

Aaron Elmquist December 16

Brian Sell December 16

Amanda Rom December 17

Melissa Bleeker December 18

Thomas Grulke December 20

Christopher Maloney December 21

Erica Smith December 22

Linda Levercom December 23

John Woodrow December 24

Brian Rom December 25

Ronald Christian December 26

Steven Elling December 27

Deelia Emmons December 27

Wyett Schoer December 28

Sandra Bartel December 29

Evyone Ruschmeier December 29

Lee Ann Christian December 30

Ray Williams December 30

Evelyn Olson December 31

WAYS YOU CAN GIVE

Did you know there are now four ways to financially support the work we do at St.

John’s Lutheran Church? That’s right, through the Sunday worship offering plate, send a

check to church in the mail, give on-line through our website, or download the free

GivePlus app on your mobile device. Visit our website at www.stjohnaitkin.org for more

information. Thank you for your continued support of our church.

Financially supporting St. John’s



If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please place your offering in an

envelope marked “Together in Mission.

NEW S FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS
At the middle of October we received the following from James and Christel

Neuendorf, our Together in Mission missionaries, serving in Ponce, Puerto Rico:

One of the struggles here in Ponce is our constant moving. We have shared many

times about how often we have moved worship locations due to the earthquake,

and then all the changes in form and function with COVID (as I know all of you

have done as well). We seem to always be moving.

We said goodbye to our dear friends and fellow teammates, the DiLibertos, as they

received and accepted a call to serve in Henderson, NV. We thank God for our

time together to serve in Puerto Rico and that their move to Nevada was guided

and led in God's hands. James was made team-lead and has been moving into the

responsibilities previously held by Pastor DiLiberto.

After the large earthquakes, we still felt the smaller earthquakes, always

anticipating a larger one to come at some point. There was always a small amount

of underlying fear for everyone. I think even if we received the insurance payment

sooner, we may not have moved forward in fear of having another earthquake,

causing additional cracks. Thankfully the quakes seem to have subsided to the 3.0

range which is a new normal for the southern part of the island.

With the help of new member, Raul, from

Principe de Paz, and members from both

congregations, we tore down the affected back

wall of the church and rebuilt it within two days.

It was very hard work. Our freshly painted

sanctuary (from December) now has one new

fresh concrete wall and various patches of

concrete all over where the cracks were.

It's pretty rough looking to say the least but

moving forward sometimes looks that way at

first. We hope to finish the interior repairs by

the end of October.



As a congregation we also started to move again, but this time, in what we hope is a

forward direction, and not a lateral one to accommodate for a disaster. We received

our insurance compensation for the earthquake damage to both the church and

mercy house on Calle Salud, which means not only having more funds to repair the

damage, but the "OK" to start to move forward (we couldn’t repair anything until

claim negotiation was finished). And move forward we did!

The pandemic certainly halted moving forward on the remodeling/building of the

church and mercy center, but even more so, to our congregational life. We moved
forward a lot on outreach, but our life together greatly suffered. So, this month, we

NEW S FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please place your offering in an

envelope marked “Together in Mission.

started to move forward. We meet

twice on Sunday to accommodate

for social distancing and have

opened back up our fellowship time

after. Not everyone is back, not

everyone can stay, but little by little

we are moving forward.

Often whether it's a disaster or not,

in church planting one of the best

and most critical things you can do

is to keep moving forward, even if

it's just baby steps. You just keep

going. The Lord will sustain you

and guide you and care for you.

We leave with this note, praying

that as you continue to move

forward in your vocation and

congregation, that the Lord will give

you His strength and comfort and

peace, even in the baby steps.

We keep moving, together.”


