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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

September 26, 2021 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 135:1–3, 13–14; antiphon: Ps. 135:13 

Your name, O LORD, endures for- | ever,* 

your renown, O LORD, throughout all | ages. 

Praise the LORD! Praise the name | of the LORD,* 

give praise, O servants | of the LORD, 

who stand in the house | of the LORD,* 

in the courts of the house | of our God! 

Praise the LORD, for the | LORD is good;* 

sing to his name, for it is | pleasant! 

Your name, O LORD, endures for- | ever,* 

your renown, O LORD, throughout all | ages. 

For the LORD will vindicate his | people* 

and have compassion on his | servants. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Your name, O LORD, endures for- | ever,* 

your renown, O LORD, throughout all | ages. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Everlasting Father, source of every blessing, mercifully 

direct and govern us by Your Holy Spirit that we may 

complete the works You have prepared for us to do; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
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reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29 

Now the rabble that was among [the children of Israel] 

had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also wept 

again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat!  

We remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, 

the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the 

garlic. But now our strength is dried up, and there is 

nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 

Moses heard the people weeping throughout their clans, 

everyone at the door of his tent. And the anger of the LORD 

blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. Moses said to the 

LORD, “Why have you dealt ill with your servant? And why 

have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the 

burden of all this people on me? Did I conceive all this 

people? Did I give them birth, that you should say to me, 

‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a nursing 

child,’ to the land that you swore to give their fathers? 

Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they 

weep before me and say, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ I 

am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too 

heavy for me. If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if 

I find favor in your sight, that I may not see my 

wretchedness.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men 

of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of 

the people and officers over them, and bring them to the 

tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with 
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you...  

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the 

LORD. And he gathered seventy men of the elders of the 

people and placed them around the tent. Then the LORD 

came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some 

of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy 

elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they 

prophesied. But they did not continue doing it. 

Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, 

and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on 

them. They were among those registered, but they had not 

gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 

And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad 

are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua the son of Nun, 

the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord 

Moses, stop them.” But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous 

for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were 

prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  James 5:13–20 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone 

cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? 

Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 

over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and 

the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he 

will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one 

another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 



5 

 

working. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he 

prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years 

and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 

again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. 

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the 

truth and someone brings him back, let him know that 

whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save 

his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 9:38–50 

John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting 

out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 

because he was not following us.”  

But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a 

mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to 

speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for us. 

For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 

drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose 

his reward. 

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in 

me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone 

were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the 

sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 

better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to 

go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes 

you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame 

than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye 

causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the 

kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be 
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thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the 

fire is not quenched.’ For everyone will be salted with fire. 

Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will 

you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 

peace with one another.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

        and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Sermon Text – Mark 9:38-50 Theme – “Cut Off for Us” 

Sometimes people post the dumbest things on the 

social media sites.  Maybe they don’t realize that not only do 

prospective employers look at their posts, but sometimes 

their. present employers do, too.   I recently found a list of 

the “7 Social Media Mistakes That Could Damage Your 

Career” at a site called CareerCast.com https://www.careercast.com/career-news/7-

social-media-mistakes-could-damage-your-career Here are the 7 Social Media 

Mistakes That Could Damage Your Career:  

1.  Complaining about your Job or Boss 

– Certainly your present boss isn’t going to like to 

hear that you are complaining about him or her, but a 

prospective employer might not like that you 

badmouthed a previous employer. 

2.  Sharing Information about the Latest 

Job Offer – One woman posted this:  “Cisco just 

offered me a job!  Now I have to weigh the utility of a 

[bigger] paycheck against a [longer daily commute … 

and hating the work.”  Unfortunately, for her, a Cisco 

employee saw the post and the job offer was 

withdrawn.   

3. Plagiarizing -- That’s stealing 

something somebody else came up with.  This shows 

an employer that you lack integrity.  The point is if 

you a posting a photo, give the photographer credit.  

If you are quoting an article, say whose article it is. 

4. Using Texting Language – The article 

quote some survey that found 66 percent of 
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employers look negatively on poor spelling and 

grammar on social media. 

5. Posting Tasteless Comments – You 

don’t want to post something that is going to offend 

someone in this day and age.  It can get you fired. 

6. Posting Photos with Alcohol – The 

website talked about a teacher who posted a photo of 

herself taken when she was on vacation that showed 

her with a glass of wine in her hand.  A student’s 

parent complained and she was suspended from her 

job. 

7. Mocking Your Customers – This is the 

flip side of complaining about your boss.  The website 

pointed about that some waiters posted pictures of 

some of the poor tips that they received.  Their 

employers didn’t like that . 

The point of all of this is that character matters to 

employers.  Let me tell you: character matters not only for 

employers; character also matters for Jesus.  We see that in 

how He talks about how important it is to set a good 

example for children.  He says that if a person “causes one 

of these little ones … to sin, it would be better for him if 

a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were 

thrown into the sea” (Mark 9:42).  Having a millstone 

around the neck and being thrown into the sea would be the 

Biblical equivalent of being given cement overshoes before 

being thrown into a river. 

Jesus wants us to take sin seriously.  That’s why He 

says, “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.  It is 

better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands 
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to go to hell to unquenchable fire” (Mark 9:43).  This may 

all sound shocking to us, but the thing Jesus wants us to 

understand is that sin has eternal consequences.  That’s why 

we need to take sin seriously. 

Often we don’t take sin seriously.  Oh, we may not 

post shocking pictures of us breaking one or more the 

commandments, but I have to tell you there a lots of times 

when we are not really all that ashamed of some of the bad 

things that we do.  Why don’t we take sin seriously?  

Character matters.   

Remember Jesus says:  “if your hand causes you to 

sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled 

than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable 

fire.” He goes on to say, “45 And if your foot causes you to 

sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than 

with two feet to be thrown into hell” (Mark 9:45-46).”   

The thing is it is not just our hands and feet that 

should be cut off; our entire self should be cut off.  To fix 

that, we need more than select amputations.  Imperfection 

has to be replaced by perfection.  That’s why God the Father 

sent His Son into the world.  Jesus came to live the perfect 

life we are unable to live.  He came to give up that perfect 

life on the cross to pay the price for all our sin, once and for 

all.  Simply put, Jesus was cut off from God in our place. 

The abandonment that Jesus experienced was full and 

complete.  We see that in these words spoken by Him on the 

cross:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me” 

(Mark 15:34)?  As Jesus also said, it was “finished” (John 

19:30).  The payment for all of our sin was made and it was 
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found acceptable as evidence by the fact that on the third 

day, Jesus rose from the dead. 

Jesus was cut off from God in our place. He did this so 

that you and I would not have to go through this life 

maimed by our own failed efforts.  He went to the cross that 

we will not have to live in fear of the punishment we deserve. 

In His mercy God sent His Son to take the punishment upon 

Himself. God knew that sin must be cut off so that our sins 

can be forgiven. 

Jesus was cut off for us.  That’s what the prophet 

Isaiah was talking about in Isaiah chapter 53:  "... He was cut 

off out of the land of the living, stricken for the 

transgression of my people" (Isaiah 53:8). God the Father 

cut off His only-begotten Son so that our sinful hands, feet, 

eyes, and hearts would be restored to Him. In Jesus, God did 

all the cutting off that is needed.  

Yes, God takes sin seriously. He took it so seriously 

that He sent His Son to pay for all of our sins. But because of 

His perfect life, His suffering, His death, and His glorious 

resurrection, you and I are no longer cut off from God. We 

enjoy His love and favor.  

Foolish postings on social media can have serious 

effects on one’s career. Past and present actions threaten to 

"cut off" future opportunities. Thanks be to God that our 

foolish sinful thoughts, words, and deeds have all been paid 

for by Christ who was cut off in our place. Because of His 

work for us, we can be sure that we will not lose our reward 

but are welcomed into a relationship with God because of 

the work of Jesus Christ for us.  AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 
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your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Heavenly Father, keep us from craving and weeping 

after what we no longer possess, but instead give us 

contentment in the daily bread You so graciously rain down 

upon us.  

Cause Your Holy Spirit to rest upon us and our 

pastors, that they may prophesy Your Word publicly and 

faithfully among us and we, in turn, may prophesy Your 

Word in our homes and vocations 

O Lord, bless our elders and church council with the 

necessary gifts of Your Spirit, that they may faithfully serve 

the congregation, support our pastor(s) and uphold the 

ministry of the Word amongst us.  

Send forth Your Spirit, Father, over all couples who 

desire the gift of children, that they may be fruitful and bring 

up their children in Your fear and knowledge.  

O Lord, uphold all those who bear the sword in our 

land, that sin and wickedness may be kept at bay and we 

may live peaceable lives in security.  

Save and raise up those who are suffering or sick 

[especially ________________].  

All these things and whatever else You know that we 

need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose 

again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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