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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

September 20, 2020 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Order of Worship (Online) 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
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C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: Ps. 116:17 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

What shall I render to the LORD 

for all his benefits to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

Precious in the sight of the LORD 

is the death of his saints. 

O LORD, I am your servant; 

I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have 

loosed my bonds. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You 

relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your 

abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 55:6–9 

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

call upon him while he is near; 

let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
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let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on 

him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me 

has really served to advance the gospel, so that it has become 

known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest 

that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers, 

having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are 

much more bold to speak the word without fear. 

for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit 

of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my 

eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but 

that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 

body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and 

to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 

for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed 

between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 

that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on 

your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 

continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so 

that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, 

because of my coming to you again. 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, 

so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of 

you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
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striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not 

frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to 

them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from 

God. For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ 

you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 

engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear 

that I still have.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 20:1–16 

 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who 

went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 

After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent 

them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he 

saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he 

said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will 

give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour 

and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh 

hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to 

them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, 

‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 

vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them 

their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when 

those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them 

received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they 

thought they would receive more, but each of them also 

received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the 

master of the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, 

and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one 

of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree 
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with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I 

choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do 

you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the 

first last.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down  

          from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin  

          Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

         Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 
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     whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is  

         worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

         Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  

         sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Sermon Text – Matthew 18:21-35 

  Sermon Theme – “We Don’t Always Get What We Deserve” 

Have you been told “Work hard and you will be paid what 

you deserve?”  That’s the way we think it should work.  But many 

of us know from experience that it doesn’t always work that way.  

Sometimes, when we compare how all of our hard work is 

rewarded to how much someone else who has done a lot less than 

we have, at least in our minds, receive for their work, we get mad.  

“It isn’t fair,” we might say.  That is when we might remember 

something else we have been told, “Life isn’t always fair.” 

Of course, one thing we learn from God’s word is that “We 

Don’t Always Get What We Deserve.”   That is made clear by the 

parable Jesus tells in our text.  We often call this “The Parable of 

the Laborers in the Vineyard.”  In this parable, as in all parables 

that Jesus tells, He compares something we know to something in 

His Kingdom. 
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So what is the point of this parable?  Let’s work toward 

unpacking it.  The vineyard manager goes out to hire workers at 

different times of the day and send them out into his vineyard.  

The first group agrees to the wage that was originally offered by 

the manager (Matthew 20:1-2).  They must have thought it was a 

fair wage; otherwise they would have never gone out to work in 

the vineyard. 

As the day goes by, additional workers were hired to work 

in the vineyard with the promise that they would be paid 

“whatever is right” (Matthew 20:4).  They must have been 

content with that; otherwise they would not have gone out to 

work in the vineyard.  They simply live by faith in the manager’s 

goodness.  They expected that they would be paid a fair wage.     

At the end of the day, the vineyard manager upends all 

expectations (Matthew 20:8-10).  He is very generous when it 

comes to the payroll.  He pays everyone the same wage, a full 

day’s pay to all the workers, no matter if they worked all day, one 

hour, or somewhere in between.   

That’s when the first group of workers, those who worked 

all day long, grumble and complain.  When they compare how 

long they had to work to how long the others had worked, they 

felt that they certainly deserved to get more than the others.   

That’s the parable.  So what is Jesus trying to teach 

through this parable?  What Jesus is trying to teach is that His 

Kingdom is not about what is fair and what isn’t fair.  Those of us 

who have been Christians since we were little babies can certainly 

relate to the way those first workers felt.  

When we compare the eternal reward that we will get after 

faithfully serving our Lord most of our lives to the reward that 

those who came to the faith later in life, we might think, “It isn’t 

fair!” and grumble and complain about it because their reward is 

the same as ours. 
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Again, I must day, “We Don’t Always Get What We 

Deserve.”  That’s a good thing, though!  Because what we deserve 

for our sin is not a reward, but punishment.  Wat we deserve for 

our sin is far worse than the limited amount of time that the 

laborers in the vineyard spent in the “scorching heat” Matthew 

20:12) that the first workers to go out into the vineyard complain 

about.  What we deserve for our sin is an eternity in a place that 

Scripture describes as being a place where “the fire is not 

quenched” (Mark 9:48 & Isaiah 66:24).  We call that place “hell.” 

None of us deserve heaven, but God gives it to us because 

He is generous.  The One who earned it is not us, but Jesus.  He 

shed His blood for us.  That certainly was not fair!  He didn’t 

deserve to be punished because He never sinned!  And, yet He 

was punished.  He died and because He died we have a promise, 

the promise that we will not get what we deserve, but the promise 

that we will get what Jesus deserved.  We should be happy that He 

chose to give us what belongs to Him (Matthew 20:15). 

And, He chooses to give His gifts to all who believe.  One 

thing this parable illustrates is that people do come to faith at 

different times in their lives.  Some come to faith as babies 

through the water of Holy Baptism. Some come to faith as older 

children or young adults.  Some come to faith as they approach 

retirement.  Some come to faith in the eleventh hour as they near 

death.  It doesn’t matter when they come to faith.  All who believe 

will receive the same reward:  heaven.  All are saved by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ.   

That doesn’t mean, however, that one should put off 

coming to faith.  It is true some know that they are about to die 

and are able to come to faith on their deathbed.  However, some 

don’t’ die in bed; they don’t know that death is near. That’s why it 

is important that all come to faith, now.  It is important that none 

of us resist the Holy Spirit.  It is as St. Paul says in his second letter 
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to the Corinthians:  “Now is the favorable time … now is the 

day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). 

God continues to search the marketplace for laborers in 

His vineyard.  Some come to faith in the morning, as infants as 

God works faith through the water and Word of Holy Baptism.  

Some come to faith later in life, even as they are about to breath 

their last.  It doesn’t matter when we come to faith; what matters is 

that we have faith.  What matters is that God is generous and 

chooses not to give us what we deserve for our sin.  AMEN  

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

O Lord, our Light and Salvation, You are the Stronghold of our 
life.  With You as our God, we face the world without fear.  As the 
heavens are high above the earth, so Your ways are higher than our 
ways and Your thoughts than our thoughts.   

We readily admit, O Lord, that our manner of life has not always 
been worthy of the Gospel.  We have not always stood firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving side by side for the faith.  We have failed to work 
diligently in Your vineyard and have too readily adopted the standards 
of the world in desiring rewards for our labors.  For our lack of zeal to 
work in Your vineyard, forgive us, O Lord.  For begrudging Your favors to 
those who have worked less than we, we ask Your forgiveness.  For 
forgetting that You have already paid us with the gift of salvation, 
forgive us, O Lord.  

That we may be more enthusiastic about carrying out Your 
wishes, send us Your Holy Spirit.  Help us to see the opportunities to do 
Your work, and according to Your mercy, grant success to our labors.  
Grant righteousness and peace to our nation and to the nations of the 
world.  Use us to comfort the lonely and bring hope to the sick and 
discouraged.  We especially pray for ___________________ and for 
those we now name in our heart. 
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We pray this in Jesus’ name.  AMEN 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  

           who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from  

               evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen 
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