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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

June 6, 2021 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
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called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 28:7–9; antiphon: Ps. 28:6 

Blessèd be the LORD! 

For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart 

trusts, and I am helped; 

my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! 

Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Blessèd be the LORD! 

For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, Your Son Jesus 

triumphed over the prince of demons and freed us from 

bondage to sin. Help us to stand firm against every 

assault of Satan, and enable us always to do Your will; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Genesis 3:8–15 

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid 

themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man 

and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you 

were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman 

whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the 

tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, 

“What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 

serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

cursed are you above all livestock 

and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

and dust you shall eat 

all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
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Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what 

has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also 

believe, and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised 

the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us 

with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that 

as grace extends to more and more people it may increase 

thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is 

wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by 

day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us 

an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we 

look not to the things that are seen but to the things that 

are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but 

the things that are unseen are eternal. 

For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 

with hands, eternal in the heavens.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 3:20–35 

Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again, 

so that they could not even eat.  

And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, 

for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were 

saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince 

of demons he casts out the demons.” And he called them 

to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast 

out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 

kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against 
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itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has 

risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, 

but is coming to an end. But no one can enter a strong 

man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds 

the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house. 

“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of 

man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, 

but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has 

an unclean spirit.” 

And his mother and his brothers came, and standing 

outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was 

sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and 

your brothers are outside, seeking you.” And he answered 

them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking 

about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my 

mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God, he 

is my brother and sister and mother.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
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     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

       Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

       and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text –  Mark 3:20-35    

Sermon Theme – “Spiritual Tug of War” 

 “I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.”  We 

confessed that earlier.  We confessed that our Creator God 

made all things.  Some of those things we can see; they are 

visible. Some of those things we can’t see; they are invisible.   

Sometimes what is invisible becomes visible.  Think of 

how the Hubble Telescope has made it possible for scientists 

to see things that are so far away that without the Hubble 

Telescope they are invisible.  On the other end of the 

spectrum, think of how electron microscopes can make 

things that are nvisible to the naked eye visible. In the 

spiritual realm, we can think of angels.  Normally they are 

invisible, although Scripture tells us that sometimes they 

make themselves visible.  The point  is there is more out 

there than meets the eye.   
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In talking about angels, the Bible tells us that there are 

two types of angels:  good angels and evil angels.  The good 

angels protect us and fight for us.  The evil angels tempt us 

and fight against us.  Both good angels and evil angels are 

invisible beings and they are pulling us in opposite 

directions.  The good angels are pulling us toward God; the 

evil angels are trying to pull us away from God. 

That is what is happening in Genesis chapter 3, the 

chapter from which our Old Testament lesson comes.  Just 

prior to our Old Testament the #1 evil angel, the one that 

goes by a variety of names like:  The Devil, Satan, Beelzebul, 

and Lucifer, tells Eve that eating the fruit of the tree that 

God, the Father, had told them not to eat from would be a 

good thing.  Based on what Eve could see, she thought that 

the Devil may be right because was she saw was the “the 

tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 

wise” (Genesis 3:6). 

She was wrong.  Eating the fruit of that tree was not 

good.  The eating of that fruit plunged Adam and Eve into 

sin and death.  That was true not only for them, it is true for 

every generation after them.  That’s what our Old Testament 

reading for today is talking about.  When it comes to the tug 

of war between the good and evil it seems as though evil 

won that time. 

This same tug of war is seen in our Gospel lesson for 

today.  Just prior to our text, we are told that the “unclean 

spirits,” that would be another name for the evil angels who 

sometimes takes possession of individuals, were saying to 

Jesus “You are the Son of God” (Mark 3:11).  After that we 
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are told that He appointed the twelve disciples so he could 

send them out to preach and “to cast out demons” (Mark 

3:15).  It is obvious that Jesus had authority over these evil 

angels. 

What does that mean, though?  That’s the question 

that people were struggling with.  The scribes think that 

Jesus has this authority because “He is possessed by 

Beelzebul” and that “by the prince of demons he casts 

out demons” (Mark 3:22).  They were trying to make sense 

of this battle between good and evil; the sense they made of 

it was all wrong. 

The same can be said for members of Jesus’ own 

family.  They thought that Jesus was “out of his mind” 

(Mark 3:21).  Others in His home town thought that Jesus 

Himself had “an unclean spirit” (Mark 3:30).  They were all 

wrong, too. 

You know, we need to be careful when we try to make 

sense of strange things that we might experience.  The 

question we might ask is this:  “It is from God or is it from 

the Devil?”  Maybe it is; maybe it isn’t.  Sometimes we get it 

right; sometimes we don’t.   

The thing we have to remember is that Satan loves it 

when we get it wrong.  Satan loves it when we see the good 

things of God as being demonic – like the scribes and the 

others did with Jesus.  Satan also loves it when we see the 

evil things that he is doing as being good.  That’s what he 

convinced Eve and Adam of. 

What we do know for sure is that what Jesus was doing 

was not of the Devil.  Jesus explains that “a house divided 

against itself will not be able to stand” (Mark 3:25).  What 
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was happening was the very Son of God in the flesh was 

showing His power over the forces of evil.  It was all pointing 

ahead to the ultimate victory He would win over evil through 

His death on the cross. 

Of course, when He died, people got what that meant 

all wrong.  The disciples thought that Jesus’ death on the 

cross was a terrible miscarriage of justice.  What they didn’t 

understand was that justice demanded that sin be punished.  

What they didn’t understand was that Jesus was taking all of 

their sin, all of your sin, and all of my sin upon Himself.  He 

died for all that sin. 

It was God at work fulfilling the promise we hear in our 

Old Testament lesson for today, the promise that the 

offspring of a woman would bruise the tempters’ head.  

Perhaps a better translation of the Hebrew word would be 

“crush” the tempter’s head.  To do that, though, the Savior 

would have to suffer.  That’s what “you shall bruise his 

heel” is pointing to (Genesis 3:15). 

We know that Jesus won the ultimate victory for us 

because Jesus not only died, but He rose again.  Some may 

scoff at this, just like some didn’t want to believe in Jesus in 

our text.  Some might say that we are out of our mind 

because we believe in Him.  

That’s shouldn’t stop us, though, from confessing our 

faith in our God who is our Maker, our Redeemer, and our 

Sanctifier.   

Jesus, who drove out demons when He walked on this 

earth, is still driving them out.  The Jesus who defeated death 

is defeating it still.  The Jesus who forgave sins is forgiving 

them still. 
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Our God who created all things, visible and invisible is 

creating a family we call “the Church.”  You and I are a part 

of that church through faith and we can honestly say that 

Jesus is our brother.  AMEN 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Merciful God, You have sent the promised Offspring to 

crush Satan’s head forever by the death of Christ, our Savior. 

As You gave comfort to Adam and Eve, receiving their 

meager confessions for the sake of Your grace and 

promising deliverance from sin and its curse, so comfort us 

by the forgiveness of sins and give us hope in the promise of 

eternal life and Your new creation 

Give courage to Your Church, O Lord, that as we 

believe, so we also would speak of the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ and the confident hope we have in Him, that we, too, 

will be raised and brought into His presence. Embolden us by 

Your Spirit to confess this Christian faith from a lively 

conscience, that, for Christ’s sake, grace may extend to more 

and more people and increase thanksgiving to Your glory.  

O Lord, Your Son was rejected on earth, even by His 

friends and relatives. Give consolation to all Christians who 

feel the sword of division brought about by the confession of 

Christ’s truth, especially those who cannot find agreement 

within their own families on the Word of God, from which life 

itself comes. Assure them that their stand for Your truth is 
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necessary, guard them from seeking a false or easier peace, 

and turn us in every earthly disappointment toward the 

promise of Your eternal and undivided Church Triumphant.  

Almighty God, no kingdom divided against itself can 

stand and a house divided must fall. Graciously preserve our 

nation with its government. Frustrate the work of Satan and 

the seeds of destruction he would sow in every place were 

he not stayed by Your gracious hand. Unite our leaders and 

our people for the common good, while leading us to hope 

in the eternal kingdom that is not of this world.  

Eternal Lord God, hear our prayers for Your servants 

who suffer in this earthly tent [especially ______________]. Do 

not let them lose heart, but fix their eyes beyond what is 

transient to the things unseen. By this slight momentary 

affliction, prepare them for an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all comparison, when at last You will raise us also 

with Jesus and bring us with You into His presence.  

What was lost in Paradise has been regained by the 

conquering wounds of Your Son, crucified and raised again. 

In Him, we are restored as Your children and made bold to 

ask for every need. Hear us for His sake and in His name, 

even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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