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WE ARE DEPENDENT ON GOD

I recently ran across the following excerpt from an interview with a Roman Catholic Cardinal

from Guinea by the name of Robert Sarah.

“I have often repeated … that the great mistake of modern man was to refuse to be

dependent. Modern man wants to be radically independent. He does not want to depend on

the laws of nature. He refuses to be dependent on others by committing himself to definitive

bonds such as marriage. It is humiliating to be dependent on God. He feels he owes nothing

to anyone. Refusing to be part of a network of dependence …condemns us to enter naked

into the jungle of competition from an economy left to its own devices.

But this is all an illusion. The experience of confinement [as a result of the corona virus] has

allowed many to rediscover that we are really and concretely dependent on each other.

When everything collapses, only the bonds of marriage, family and friendship remain. We

have rediscovered that as members of a nation, we are bound by bonds that are

unbreakable but real. Above all, we have rediscovered that we are dependent on God."

(https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/religion-and-philosophy/spiritual-life/ cardinal-sarah-

on-the-coronavirus.html)
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“We are dependent on God.” That is the truth whether a person realizes it or not. “We are

dependent on God” for all that we have and all that we are. The Psalmist knew that this was

true. That’s why he writes: “The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food at

the proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing”

(Psalm 145:15-16).

We are also dependent on God for protection. Again, the Psalmist knew that this was true.

That’s why he writes: “I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come

from? My help comes from the LORD who made heaven and earth … The LORD will

keep you from all evil” (Psalm 121:1-2,7).

We certainly depend on God for making us His children. He does that through the water and

Word of Baptism. That’s what Jesus is talking about in John chapter 3 when He says,

“Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”

(John 3:5).

As children of God, we have the inheritance that is ours through faith in Jesus. It is the

inheritance that Jesus also talks about in John chapter 3, “For God so loved the world that

he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal

life” (John 3:16).



WELCOME BACK

What will worship look like?

Please check our website (www.stjohnaitkin.org),Facebook page for up-to-date

information, or call Pastor Becker (218-927-3922) to find out the status of things.

It has been a very eventful few weeks with regards to opening churches across

Minnesota and determining the restrictions around worship gatherings. On May 20th, the

Stay Safe Minnesota Executive Order informed churches that they were only allowed

small gatherings of 10 or less people. The leaders at St. John’s quickly moved forward

to schedule a series of 20-minute communion services on Sunday, May 31. We had

over 80 members sign up to attend.

The day after Governor Walz’s announcement about church restrictions, many

churches across the state reported they would open on May 24th regardless of his

order. President Trump made a new statement on May 22, announcing that all places of

worship are essential and are to be opened immediately. Finally, Saturday, May 23,

Governor Walz loosened restrictions on places of worship to allow them to open at 25

percent occupancy as long as they adhere to social distancing and public health

guidelines. It’s been hard to keep up with all the changes. In fact, this is the third

version of our newsletter and for the above reasons was mailed a little later than we

had hoped. However, we want to share the most accurate information (which seems to

be changing daily). Church leaders have met and we are excited to begin welcoming

everyone back to church beginning Sunday, June 7 with different options for worship.

Starting June 7, indoor worship services will be at 8:00 am and 10:00 am (25% of

maximum capacity allowed). Additionally, worship will be available to listen to on

KKIN-94.3FM at 9:00 am and on-line through our website (or YouTube). See the

calendar for more detail.

As we prepare to begin to meet together in person again, let us remember the love of

Jesus and be willing to love each other in the same way. Let us think of others as we

come to worship by being intentional about keeping social distance, wearing masks,

and trying to protect those who are vulnerable. Let us have understanding hearts

towards those who believe that all these precautions are too much. In other words, let
us love as Christ has loved us.
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COVID-19 PREPAREDNESS PLAN

According to the May 23 guidance from the state, churches must develop a “COVID-19

Preparedness Plan”. After reviewing the public health guidelines, St. John’s has put together

the following plan:

1. Those who have symptoms of COVID-19 or members in their household are asked to

say home (recommend taking temperature before leaving home).

2. Those in the high-risk demographic are encouraged to stay home.

3. Those coming to church will be asked to use hand sanitizer as they enter building and

to wear masks.

4. All hymnals have been removed. Orders of Service will be available to worshippers as

they enter the sanctuary (please take them with you as you leave, as we cannot reuse

them).

5. Some pews will be taped off to encourage social distancing. Members of different

households will be encouraged not to sit in the same pew unless there can be a six-

foot distance between them.

6. Pew pads will be removed to facilitate sanitizing between services.

7. Singing will be kept to a minimum, since it is considered a “high risk activity”.

8. To avoid physical contact there will NOT be a time to greet one another after the

announcements, before the service starts. Greetings before and after the service

should be done in ways in which there is no physical contact and a six-foot distance is

maintained. The pastor will not shake hands after the service.

9. Communion will be done in a way that will allow for social distancing.

10. Offering plates will not be passed. An offering plate will be in the back of the sanctuary

and worshipers are asked to place their offering into it.

11. To ensure that no more than ¼ of the capacity of the building is filled, services will be

added. There will be an 8:00 am and 10:00 am service.

12. Following worship there will not be coffee and fellowship.

13. Water fountains will be turned off.

14. Only one person shall be in the restroom at a time.

15. The building will be sanitized between services.

16. The names of those in attendance at any given service will be recorded.

17. Those in the high-risk demographic who do not wish to attend regular worship services

may contact the pastor for communion.

18. We ask that people enter through the main door on 4th Avenue NW.

19. To maintain social distance, people will be ushered to a seat, filling in the seats up

front first and then the congregation will be ushered out starting with the pews closest

to the exit.
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CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH!
St. John’s would like to congratulate our youth on their accomplishments as this chapter in

your life comes to an end and a new one begins… and what a story this has been. May

you know that God is with you in your journey… believe in Him and anything is possible!

St. John’s High School Graduates
Kaleb Bauer

Joshua Glanz

Alex Henry

Carter Olson

Nathan Rom

Sophia Westerlund

Each year, St. John’s holds a Baccalaureate Service where our graduates receive a hand

made quilt. Due to the Stay at Home and Stay Safe Minnesota Executive Orders we were

unable to do this. We are keeping these young people in our prayers that the Lord would

bless them in the future. Arrangements will be made so that they will receive their quilt.

St. John’s 
Rippleside Graduates

Congratulations to our 6th grade graduates:

Hanna Backstrom

Braden Bartel-Wagner 

Noah Rose

They, too begin a new chapter in life as they 

graduate not only from Rippleside, but from 

Sunday School to begin Confirmation 

instruction in the Fall. God’s blessings on 

your journey… we will miss you in Sunday 

School, but know you are not that far away!
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Confirmands to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

Two students, Maggie Borseth & Justin Backstrom have         

completed confirmation instruction. Due to 

circumstances, Confirmation Sunday has been 

postponed. However, the Deacons and the Pastor 

decided that both students will be able to receive the 

Lord’s Supper now, and we will hold Confirmation 

Sunday at a later date. May God continue to bless these 

students.

Vacation Bible School Canceled.
Due to the Coronavirus and the restrictions placed on

group gatherings we are sad to announce that Vacation

Bible School has been cancelled this Summer. We

had a great theme ready to go and will do it next

summer. We are, however, excited to begin the new

theme (with fun decorations) at the start of our Sunday

School year in the fall to get the kids “Armored Up for

God” all year long.



3 WAYS YOU CAN GIVE

Mail your checks to us at:

St. John's Lutheran Church

324 3rd Street NW

Aitkin, MN 56431

Visit our website at 

www.stjohnaitkin.org

and give online through a secure portal

1) Download the free GivePlus app from the 

App store or Google Play

2) Find St. John's Lutheran Church by our 

name or zip code (56431)

3) Donate using your checking account

Thank you to those who have given weekly offering throughout this “stay home” order. 

We appreciate your continued support. 

I N T R O D U C I N G

Many people have asked about continuing to give a weekly offering. We appreciate 

this gesture, as even though we are not able to have a “normal” church service, the 

church’s expenses continue (about $14,000 per month). We are excited to share the 

addition of two new ways you can conveniently give to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Please consider one of the below options to give.  

Visit our website at www.stjohnaitkin.org for more information. Thank you for your 

continued support of our church.



St. John’s

The following are postponed events that are still to come once we get the “all clear” from 

the governor. 

Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

Annual Chicken Dinner

Kids Against Hunger – Family Event

Church Pictorial Directory

Polka Worship Service

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP CAMPERSHIPS 
St. John’s is providing $100 or one half of the cost of camp (which 

ever is greater) for any of our children that would like ot attend a 

summer program at Lutheran Island Camp. Summer camp 

information is available on-line at www.islandcamp.org. For more 

information about the camperships contact Debbie Schultz.

SUNDAY WORSHIP READERS WANTED
Contact Debbie Schultz at 927-6250.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS & SUBSTITUTES
Contact Debbie Schultz at 927-6250

VOLUNTEER & SERVE THE LORD
There are many opportunities to volunteer at St. John’s and we

are looking for help in several areas. Many hands make light

work. Please consider sharing your talents in the following areas:

VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE FELLOWSHIP
Volunteers are needed to serve coffee after the 9:00 a.m.

service. The food should be simple, easy to eat, and can be

bought at a store or homemade (no nuts please). Sign up on

the sheet posted in the fellowship hall.



Amanda Hammerlund June 01

Thomas Weimer June 01

Trevor Torgerson June 02

Thomas Warriner            June 02

Roland Hill June 04

Aaron Woodrow     June 04

Craig Kennedy        June 06

Rita Rueger June 08

Irene Wedel June 08

Kaija Hasskamp June 09

Lois Peysar June 09

Chad Bartel June 10

Devin Larson June 10

Thomas Hawkins June 10

Natalie Crowther June 12

Jacob Erickson       June 12

Hannah Backstrom June 13

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please 

notify the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed.

Blessings on your special day!

Cathy Wilke June 14

Pastor Becker      June 15

Daniel Borseth June 15

Ruth Ferguson June 15

Vernon Backstrom  June 17

Shannon Holm June 17

John Holder June 19

Cynthia Plekkenpol June 20

Tammy Banks         June 20

Bruce Schultz          June 21

Greg Larson June 23

Cory Lamke June 24

Jerry Ruschmeier June 24

MaryAnn Holder June 25

Jim Schendel June 26

Megan Fuller June 29

Samantha Cox       June 30



NEW S FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries

please place your offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.

James & Christel Neuendorf, our “Together in Mission Missionaries” posted the following in 

the beginning of May:

On Wednesdays, Eliana [Diliberto, the oldest daughter of Missionary Anthony Diliberto who 

serves in Mayaguez) helps me {Christel] teach Sunday school via zoom. I record our time 

together and do a quick compilation of craft videos and readings to send to our kids at 

church. 

Yesterday we learned about Elijah and how God provided for

him during a three-year drought through ravens and a stream,

and later a widow and her son (1 Kings 17). We talked about

how God provided for Elijah during a very difficult time through

His creation and through His people! We then talked about

how He still does that, for us, His people.

We found out a couple hours earlier that the people who lost

their homes in the last earthquake on Saturday [May 2] were

relocated to a local hotel nearby. James and I then found

ourselves assembling bags of basic needs, the kind of things

that the congregation has brought together and collected,

pamphlets from CPTLN PR [Lutheran Hour Ministries in

Puerto Rico], devotions and left over supplies from LCMS

Disaster Response, a Kid's pack to invite them to Encerrados

con Jesús [which is translated – “Locked up with Jesus”],

stuffed animals from [St. John’s Lutheran Church, Aitkin]

Minnesota and William Torres, school supplies from St. Paul

Lutheran Church Hubbard Lake [Michigan], and craft kits from

St. Matthew's Lutheran Church [Esko, Minnesota].

What a lesson for us...the Lord always provides for His people

and often times, through His people. I hope Eliana was

reminded of that yesterday. I surely was :)


