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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

June 13, 2021 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 92:12–15; antiphon: Ps. 92:1 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree 

and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

they flourish in the courts of our God. 

They still bear fruit in old age; 

they are ever full of sap and green, 

to declare that the LORD is upright; 

he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures 

to be written for our learning, grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them 

that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
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Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 17:22–24 

Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from 

the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off 

from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I 

myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the 

mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear 

branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And 

under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its 

branches birds of every sort will nest. And all the trees of 

the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high 

tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, 

and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have 

spoken, and I will do it.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  2 Corinthians 5:1–10 

For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 

with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we 

groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed 

by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we 

are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that 

we would be unclothed, but that we would be further 

clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by 

life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who 

has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

So we are always of good courage. We know that while 
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we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for 

we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, 

and we would rather be away from the body and at home 

with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we 

make it our aim to please him. For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 

receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 

whether good or evil.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 4:26–34 

And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should 

scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises night and 

day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 

The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, 

then the full grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at 

once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of 

God, or what parable shall we use for it? It is like a grain of 

mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it 

grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants 

and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can 

make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as 

they were able to hear it. He did not speak to them without 

a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained 

everything.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

        and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text –   Mark 4:26-34  

     Sermon Theme – “Like a Grain of Mustard Seed 

We live in the information age. We know lots of stuff. 

And, if we don’t know something all one needs to do is have a 

smart phone and look it up.   We know more stuff now than 

ever before. Some of it is good, some of it is bad. Some of it is 

true, some of it is false. Some we want to know and some we 

wish we didn’t know.  
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One thing that Jesus tells us that we don’t know is how 

the kingdom of God sprouts and grows (Mark 4:27).  What we 

do know about the kingdom of God is that sometimes it defies 

explanation. What we do know is that often the kingdom of 

God seems to sprout and grow in places we don’t expect it to.  

In Jesus’ day, those in whom we would have expected 

the kingdom of God to sprout and grow, the Pharisees and 

Scribes and Jewish leaders, it did not. They wanted nothing to 

do with Jesus and His Word. Yet in those we might not expect it 

to sprout and grow, the prostitutes, the tax collectors, and 

those other hardened and willful sinners, it does sprout and 

grow!” 

We might expect the kingdom of God to grow because 

of the big and spectacular miracles that are performed.  That is 

not always the case, however.  After the ten plagues in Egypt 

and then the dividing of the Red Sea (Exodus 7-14), Israel went 

ahead and built a golden calf (Exodus 32). After God used the 

prophet Elijah to single-handedly defeat the 450 prophets of 

Baal (1 Kings 18), the queen didn’t repent but grew even more 

stubborn; and Elijah ended up running away and hiding in fear 

(1 Kings 19). Jesus healed ten lepers - but only one returned to 

give thanks and worship Him (Luke 17:11-17). So the big and 

spectacular doesn’t always convince people. 

But when the cowardly Jonah preached to the people of 

the big and powerful and idolatrous city of Nineveh telling 

them to repent, they did! When Peter got up and preached a 

hard-hitting sermon about how the people of Jerusalem killed 

Jesus, they didn’t chase him out of the city, but 3,000 of them 

repented and were baptized. It wasn’t anything big and 

spectacular, but a little mustard seed of preaching that did it. 

Who would of thought that’s the way it would work? 
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And then, there is the cross. Build a kingdom by being 

arrested, tried, mocked, scorned, and killed in the most public 

and humiliating ways known to man? That’s not the way we 

would think that would work, either.  

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God . . . is like a grain of 

mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it 

grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants 

and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can 

make nests in its shade.”   

We don’t know how the kingdom of God sprouts and 

grows; what we do know is that it will sprout and grow. These 

words here aren’t just a description – they are a promise. It is a 

promise that Jesus has been fulfilling from the beginning of 

time to the end of time. It is a promise Jesus has been fulfilling 

when the Church looked big and flourishing; it is a promise 

Jesus is fulfilling when it looked dead and gone. It is a promise 

Jesus fulfills in those who sometimes seem the least likely and 

the most against Him. It is a promise He is fulfilling even now, 

even here, even in you.  

If we look in the wrong place, we may not see it. If we 

look for the wrong thing we may be disappointed. If we expect 

it to happen in our time and way, we may question and doubt. 

But if we rely on His promise – no matter how small and silly, 

no matter how weak and insignificant, no matter how utterly 

opposite things may look now – the kingdom of God grows. 

So we splash a little water on someone’s head in Holy 

Baptism. It might not seem like a big deal, but it is a big deal!  

There Jesus is washing away sins, planting Himself in a sinner, 

and claiming that person for His own. It is a little, watery 

mustard seed sown in us who are dried up by sin and death. 
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In the Church we forgive. Some question why we think 

we can do that.  But on Easter evening Christ gave that 

authority to the Church (John 20:23).  When we hear the words 

of absolution we can know for sure that Jesus is forgiving us 

and not counting our sins against us. It is a little mustard seed 

of freedom and relief in a world of hardness, grudges, and 

revenge. 

We preach. So many have little or no time for it.  But 

when Christ crucified is preached, when the mercy and love of 

God is preached, it is a little mustard seed that tells us we don’t 

have earn or deserve salvation, it is God’s free gift to us.  

When we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

and give the Body and Blood of Christ in, with, and under the 

bread and wine, that too is a little mustard seed of life and 

hope.  

These mustard seeds, look about as insignificant and 

weak as the promise of a son made to a very old Abraham, the 

promise of a kingdom to a nation of slaves, the promise of a 

son to a virgin, and the promise of the resurrection of one who 

would die all the cross. All of those are pretty good mustard 

seeds.  

It wasn’t easy. Abraham doubted and tried to take 

matters into his own hands. Israel lived as slaves for a long time 

before the Exodus happened. Mary’s faith was rewarded with 

the accusation of adultery. A large stone was rolled in front of 

the tomb containing the one many had hoped would save 

them. All these examples and others show that there are times 

when the mustard seed of the Word seems like a dud that isn’t 

going to grow or succeed at all.  Nevertheless, it does! 

What is it for you? What frustration, what doubt, what 

fear, what conflict, what sorrow, what difficulty, what in your life 
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seems hopeless? What makes you think that mustard seed of 

the Word is a dud? Jesus says, “the kingdom of God is as if a 

man should scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises 

night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows 

not how. The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then 

the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when the grain is 

ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 

come. ” 

The thing is: we shouldn’t rely on what we see or what 

we know or how we might improve on what God is doing! 

What we can do is rely on the promise of God. It’s His seed, His 

Word, His gifts, His kingdom, His harvest, His work. And as He 

has shown and proved across the centuries that He will do it. 

Sometimes it happens in spite of us. Sometimes it happens 

after we’ve messed it up pretty bad. Sometimes it happens 

when we least expect it. Sometimes it happens how we least 

expect it. Sometimes it happens where we least expect it. 

And those little mustard seeds sown in you here, you 

sow them in others. You sow them in your lives, as you go and 

as you take Jesus with you. Don’t underestimate the value of 

praying with someone in need; don’t underestimate the value 

of speaking the truth in love; don’t underestimate the value of 

loving the loveless or befriending the friendless or visiting the 

lonely or showing mercy to others. 

When you do these things that to the world or maybe 

even to you may seem like a waste of time, when you do these 

things that may seem insignificant and incapable of doing 

anything useful or great, when you do these things for which  

you might experience resistance or opposition,  when you give 

others Jesus, those tiny little mustard seeds may just surprise 

you and grow into something you do not expect.  
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Maybe you’ll see it, maybe you won’t. Maybe no one in 

this world will know what you’ve done. Maybe you’ll even not 

know it or forget it yourself. But Jesus knows; He won’t forget it. 

For His kingdom is growing, one sinner at a time. He is growing 

His kingdom, one sinner at a time. He is even using weak and 

doubting sinners to do it -- like Abraham, Moses, Jonah, and 

you.  

“I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it.” That’s 

what the Lord said through the prophet Ezekiel, at one of the 

worst and hardest-to-believe moments in Israel’s history, when 

the people were living in exile in Babylon. But He did it; He did 

what He promised. He brought Israel back from its captivity.  

He also kept His promise of sending a Savior who died on the 

cross for our sin.  He did what was promised.  God continues 

to speak to us, today. He continues to work and strengthen 

faith in our hearts.   

So while we live in the information age, there are still 

things we don’t know. Things we won’t know. Ever. And, you 

know, sometimes it’s better to not know; sometimes it is better 

just to trust, to trust in the Lord.  AMEN  

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

O Most High, we give thanks to You that You have 

planted Your Holy Word among us. Give healthy growth to 

Your Church, that she may weather the storm-winds of this 

world steadfast in Christ, ever bearing the fruits of love and 

singing praises to Your name.  
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Lord God, Your Holy Spirit plants Your Word and causes 

it to sprout and grow as it pleases You. Bless the preaching and 

teaching of Your Word, that Your kingdom may be extended, 

and give us thankful hearts to marvel at Your work. Send 

faithful laborers into Your fields to scatter Your seed here and 

abroad, that in due time a harvest may be reaped for Your 

glory.  

O Lord, the great I AM, what You have spoken You will 

surely do. We implore You for the sake of Christ and Your many 

precious promises to bless and defend our homes, to make the 

efforts of parents fruitful in the teaching of their children, and 

to preserve them in the saving faith of Jesus.  

Eternal Lord, Ruler of all, graciously regard those who 

have been set in positions of authority among Guide them by 

Your Spirit to be high in purpose, wise in counsel, firm in good 

resolution and unwavering in duty, that under them we may be 

governed quietly and peaceably.  

Father, we are bold to ask for all things because You 

have given us Your Spirit as a guarantee. Hear us as we 

intercede in Jesus’ name for those in every need [especially 

________________].  

O God, we groan under many burdens in this earthly 

tent and long to be clothed with Your eternal life, which will 

swallow up all mortal sorrow. Give good courage to Your 

servants [especially those who mourn the death of 

____________________] to walk by faith and not sight, to mourn our 

dead in the hope of the resurrection, and to make it our aim to 

please You while here in the body, until at last we are at home 

with Christ.  

Holy Father, from Israel You have taken a tender sprig, 

Your chosen Messiah, Jesus, and planted Him on the mountain 
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for our salvation. By His death on a tree, You have reversed the 

curse of sin and brought life again to dry, dusty souls. Do not 

let us despise Your Christ, His humility or His suffering, but 

bring us with all Your Christians into the shade of His eternal 

rest; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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