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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

November 26, 2020 

Day of Thanksgiving 

Order of Worship (Online) 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 
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the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit  

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you 

made them all; 

the earth is full of your creatures. 

These all look to you, 

to give them their food in due season. 

When you give it to them, they gather it up; 

when you open your hand, they are filled with good 

things. 

When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, 

and you renew the face of the ground. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and 

You graciously provide for all our needs of body and 

soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your 
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benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all our 

days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Deuteronomy 8:1–10 

“The whole commandment that I command you today 

you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, 

and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give 

to your fathers. And you shall remember the whole way 

that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the 

wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know 

what was in your heart, whether you would keep his 

commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you 

hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, 

nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know 

that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 

every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your 

clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not 

swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that, as a 

man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. 

So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your 

God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. For the 

LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of 

brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in 

the valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines 

and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and 

honey, a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, 

in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are 

iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you 
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shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God 

for the good land he has given you.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  Philippians 4:6–20 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

What you have learned and received and heard and seen in 

me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you. 

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have 

revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned 

for me, but you had no opportunity. Not that I am 

speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever 

situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought 

low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 

circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 

hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through 

him who strengthens me. 

Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you 

Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the 

gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into 

partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you 
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only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs 

once and again. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit 

that increases to your credit. I have received full payment, 

and more. I am well supplied, having received from 

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 

sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will 

supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory 

in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory forever and 

ever. Amen.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Luke 17:11–19 

On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along 

between Samaria and Galilee.  

And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, 

who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When he saw them he 

said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 

as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when 

he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with 

a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving 

him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, 

“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one 

found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your 

faith has made you well.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

        and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text – Deuteronomy 8:1-10 

 Sermon Theme – “It is right to Give Him Thanks” 

“It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord …”  Those are familiar words to many of us 

because they are a part of the Communion liturgy that we 

use when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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Did you hear what those words said?  It is a good thing 

to give thanks to God, not just once a year, and not just 

when we celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar and not even 

just every Sunday as we gather for worship. Listen again to 

what it says, “It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and all places give thanks!” 

Trouble is: sometimes we forget that.  Oh sure, 

sometimes, we are like the one leper who we hear about in 

our Gospel lesson for today and we remember to give thanks 

for all of Jesus’ good gifts.  I’m afraid, however, perhaps nine 

times out of ten we are like the others we hear about in our 

Gospel lesson, perhaps too busy to give thanks or just 

forgetting to give thanks or taking His gifts for granted. 

That’s why we need to be reminded that “It is truly 

meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

all places give thanks.”  In our text for today Moses is 

reminding the children of Israel that they should “at all 

times and in all places give thanks.”    He doesn’t want 

them to forget all the good things the Lord had done for 

them as He led them out of slavery.  That’s what Moses is 

saying when he says, “You shall remember the whole way 

that the LORD your God has led you these forty years …” 

(Deuteronomy 8:2).  That’s not all that they were to 

remember.  They were to remember that the LORD was 

“bringing them into a good land” (Deuteronomy 8:7).   

The thing is:  they didn’t remember.  Once things got 

good in the Promised Land, they forgot.  Just as when things 

are going good for us, we sometimes forget to give thanks. 

Again, that’s why we need to be reminded to give 

thanks.  That’s what the Apostle Paul is doing in our Epistle 
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lesson for today.  “Do not be anxious about anything, but 

in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your request be made known to God” 

(Philippians 4:6).  Notice that St. Paul does not say, “give 

thanks once your requests to God have been granted.”  No, 

he says, that our prayers should be made “with 

thanksgiving.”  In other words, make your requests with 

thanksgiving, knowing that however the LORD answers our 

prayers it will be for our good.  The one thing we know is 

that He is going to do what is best for us.  

We may be wondering what the LORD is doing as He 

allows this pandemic to continue.  We may be wondering 

what He is doing as people we know and love get sick and 

even die.  We may wonder about that whether or not they 

are sick with COVID-19 or something else.   

Well, let me tell you: maybe what the Lord is doing is 

trying to get us to focus our faith on where it should be 

focused, not on the things of the world, but on the Giver of 

all those things.  He not only gives us physical things, like 

house and home, food and drink, but He also gives us 

spiritual things, like forgiveness and the promise of eternal 

life. 

In our Gospel lesson for today, all ten of the lepers 

received physical healing, but the one who returned to give 

thanks, the one with faith in Jesus, received spiritual healing.  

That’s what Jesus is talking about when He looks down at the 

man at His feet and says, “Rise and go your way, your faith 

has made you well” (Luke 17:19).  The Greek word 

translated “made you well” is the same word that elsewhere 

is translated “saved you.”  You see, all ten were cleansed of 
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leprosy, but this one was cleansed of his sin and rescued 

from death by Jesus. 

With faith in our hearts, we receive the same cleansing 

that that one did.  We received that cleansing because the 

feet that the cleansed leper was driving to bow down to, 

were pierced and nailed to a cross.  It is the same feet which 

when Jesus comes again all His enemies will be put under. 

As we have already said, “It is truly meet, right, and 

salutary that we should at all times and all places give 

thanks.”  “It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we 

should” thank Him for giving His body and shedding His 

blood that we can have the forgiveness of sins “It is truly 

meet, right, and salutary that we should” thank Him 

because through His Word He says to us:  “Rise and go 

your way; your faith has made you well” (Luke 17:19).  Or, 

to put it another way, “Rise and go your way; your faith 

has saved you.” AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

We give You thanks, O Lord, for all the bounty of Your 

good creation, and we pray for Your guidance that we may 

not squander nor waste what You have so lovingly 

preserved for our use and supplied in such abundance.  

We give You thanks, O Lord, for the rich harvest of 

food and water, minerals and material resources. Give us 

wisdom that we may use well and for Your glory all these 

resources to provide for our homes and families, for the 
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places where we learn and work, for the agencies that 

provide for those in want or need, and for protection and 

defense of all people.  

We give You thanks, O Lord, that You have 

established Your Church and endowed her with Your Word 

and Your Sacraments, that Your kingdom may come and 

Your Spirit deliver all who will be saved. Keep Your Church 

in the true doctrine of Your Word, and by Your Spirit grant 

us all needful graces to be faithful to Christ, now and 

forever.  

We give You thanks, O Lord, for our brothers and 

sisters who are serving You in Puerto Rico.  Be with them 

Lord.  Be also with the Board and staff at Lutheran Island 

Camp. 

We give You thanks, O Lord, that we are defended by 

members of the armed forces, that we are protected by 

police and firefighters, and that we can call upon 

emergency personnel in every time of need. Bless and 

protect all who serve us and defend our liberty.  

We give You thanks, O Lord, that You have kept us 

from our enemies, and we pray You to continue to defend 

us against those who threaten violence and war. Call the 

nations to peace, and bless all who make, administer and 

judge our laws.  

We give You thanks, O Lord, that You hear the prayers 

of Your people, especially those who cry to You in illness, 

suffering, affliction, grief and death [especially ____________]. 

Heal them according to Your will, sustain them in the day 

of trouble and bring them at last to Your eternal dwelling 

place where disease and death can trouble us no more.  
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We give You thanks, O Lord, for the great treasure of 

Your grace, and we pray You to guide us lest we value too 

highly the things of this world and fail to learn generosity. 

Sustain the poor and all in need, and lead us to share with 

them what You have so richly entrusted to our care.  

We give You thanks, O Lord, for the saints in whose 

lives we see Your faithfulness and by whom we are 

encouraged to trust in Your Word that endures forever. 

Receive our thanks for saints great and small, and grant 

that we, too, may be found faithful by those who come 

after us. To You, O Lord, be glory and honor, praise and 

thanksgiving, now and forevermore.  AMEN 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you  

peace. 
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C Amen 
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