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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

October 17, 2021 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 34:1– 4, 17; antiphon: Ps. 34:18 

The LORD is near to the broken- | hearted* 

and saves the crushed in | spirit. 

I will bless the LORD at | all times;* 

his praise shall continually be | in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast | in the LORD;* 

let the humble hear | and be glad. 

Oh, magnify the | LORD with me,* 

and let us exalt his name to- | gether! 

I sought the LORD, and he | answered me* 

and delivered me from | all my fears. 

When the righteous cry for help, the | LORD hears* 

and delivers them out of all their | troubles. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The LORD is near to the broken- | hearted* 

and saves the crushed in | spirit. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

O God, Your divine wisdom sets in order all things in 

heaven and on earth. Put away from us all things hurtful 

and give us those things that are beneficial for us; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
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reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 

He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor 

he who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity. 

When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and 

what advantage has their owner but to see them with his 

eyes? Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little 

or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him 

sleep. 

There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: 

riches were kept by their owner to his hurt, and those 

riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, 

but he has nothing in his hand. As he came from his 

mother’s womb he shall go again, naked as he came, and 

shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his 

hand. This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall 

he go, and what gain is there to him who toils for the 

wind? Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much 

vexation and sickness and anger. 

Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat 

and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one 

toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has 

given him, for this is his lot. Everyone also to whom God 

has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy 

them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is 

the gift of God. For he will not much remember the days of 

his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his 

heart.  
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  Hebrews 4:1–13 

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still 

stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have 

failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to 

them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, 

because they were not united by faith with those who 

listened. For we who have believed enter that rest, as he 

has said, 

“As I swore in my wrath, 

‘They shall not enter my rest,’” 

although his works were finished from the foundation of 

the world. For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh 

day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from 

all his works.” And again in this passage he said, 

“They shall not enter my rest.” 

Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those 

who formerly received the good news failed to enter 

because of disobedience, again he appoints a certain day, 

“Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the 

words already quoted, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts.” 

For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have 

spoken of another day later on. So then, there remains a 
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Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has 

entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God 

did from his. 

Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one 

may fall by the same sort of disobedience. For the word of 

God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints 

and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions 

of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but 

all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we 

must give account.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 10:23–31 

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How 

difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 

kingdom of God!”  

And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus 

said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the 

kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom 

of God.” And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to 

him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and 

said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all 

things are possible with God.” Peter began to say to him, 

“See, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, 

“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, 

for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a 
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hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and 

sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 

persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. But many 

who are first will be last, and the last first.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

        and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text – Mark 10:23-31  

Theme – “All Things are Possible With God” 
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 “Schadenfreude” – that’s the German word for the joy 

we might feel when someone else experiences troubles.  

Schadenfreude is a compound word, combining the German 

word of “damage” with the German word for “joy.”  We may 

not have an English word that means the same thing, but 

one doesn’t have to be German to be delighted when 

someone else experiences misfortune, especially if that 

person seems better off than we are. 

“Schadenfreude” – You might think that’s what the 

disciples would be feeling after the man that we heard about 

in last week’s Gospel lesson “went away sorrowful, for he 

had great possessions” (Mark 10:22).  That man seemed to 

have had it all.  Not only did he have wealth, but he also 

seemed to have a “holier than thou” attitude because he 

claimed that he had kept all of the commandments since the 

time of his youth (Mark 10:20). 

But maybe it was not Schadenfreude that the disciples 

were feeling as that man walked away. What we are told is 

that they were “amazed” (Mark 10:24) and “astonished” 

(Mark 10:26) because Jesus had said, “How difficult it will 

be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 

God! … It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 

God” (Mark 10:23-24).  It was enough for the disciples to 

ask, “Then who can be saved?” (Mark 10:26) 

Here was this man who seemed to have it all.  He 

was living the good life – materially and spiritually.  He had 

what seemed to be enough money and … enough 

obedience.  The disciples must have been wondering, “If 

this guy doesn’t measure up, who can?” 
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It is refreshing that the disciples did not have “a holier 

than thou” attitude.  They recognized their sin, whatever 

their specific sins might have been.   Maybe their sin was 

greed as they wished that they had the money that the man 

who went away had. At least, it doesn’t seem as though, at 

this point, they were guilty of the sin of being happy because 

of someone else’s misfortune. 

It seems as though the disciples were ready to confess 

the truth that they were poor, miserable sinners.  While 

Jesus didn’t respond by saying “I forgive you all your sins,” 

He does point to the only source of forgiveness when He 

says, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all 

things are possible with God” (Mark 10:27). 

I think it is important for us to notice that Jesus 

doesn’t disagree with the disciples when they said, “Then 

who can be saved?” He doesn’t say, “You’re wrong about 

that.”  What He does say confirms that they were right.  

While it may not be possible for man to save Himself, it is 

possible for God to save us. 

It seems as though at least Peter had the same “holier 

than thou” attitude that the man who went away from Jesus 

had.  I say that because Peter responds to what Jesus says 

by saying, “See, we have left everything and followed 

you” (Mark 10:28).   

It almost sounds as though Peter believes that he and 

the other disciples deserve to be saved.  After all, they had 

done what Jesus had asked the man to do who had left with 

all his great wealth.  They had followed Jesus.  They had 

“left everything.”  It is as if Peter is asking Jesus, “So, what 

is going to be our reward for all this?” 
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Don’t we sometimes wonder about that ourselves?  

We think, “Look what I have done for the church.  Look at 

all that I have given up so that I can follow Him.  What is 

going to be my reward for that?” 

From our text, it sounds as if Jesus cuts Peter off 

before he finishes.  I say that because Mark says, “Peter 

began to say to him, ‘See, we have left everything and 

followed you’” (Mark 10:28).  It seems as though Jesus 

does promise a reward.  He says, “Truly, I say to you, 

there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 

or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and 

for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now 

in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 

and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age 

to come eternal life” (Mark 10:29-30).   

The reward is not a monetary one.  He promises 

“houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 

children and lands.”  I think that is a promise of the family 

that we call the church.  We come to this house of worship 

to be with our brothers and sisters in Christ as we look 

forward to the Promised Land we call heaven.  In John 

chapter 14 Jesus speaks about that as being His Father 

house. 

Along with the reward of which Jesus speaks, He says 

there are going to be persecutions.  Jesus knows that the 

Devil will try to use persecutions to make us resentful.  The 

Devil wants us to stop following Jesus.  The Devil wants us 

to stop believing in Jesus. 

If you think about it Jesus had the opposite of 

Schadenfreude.  When He saw all of the “damage” that was 
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brought by sin, He had no joy.  What He had was pity.  

What He did was all that was necessary so that we could 

have salvation.   

He truly “left everything” when He became one of 

us.  He was the “first” who became the “last” when He 

suffered and died for our sin.  It was all so that we who 

deserve to be “last” could be “first.” 

It may be impossible for us to save ourselves.  But 

remember “all things are possible with God.”  AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

O God, with us salvation is impossible, but with You all 

things are possible. Give boldness to Your Church to 

proclaim Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whose death and 

resurrection the way to Your kingdom has been opened.  

Spare the servants of Your Church from love of wealth 

and from fear of the difficulty of their task, that they would 

gladly set aside every comfort for Your sake and for the 

Gospel. 

Heavenly Father, lead our households to find eternal 

rest in Your Son and His Word. Give fathers and mothers 

diligence in teaching their children, and preserve us all from 

hardness of heart. Give us urgency to hear the good 

message of salvation today.  

Almighty God, guide our nation and its leaders in true 

wisdom to promote honest labor, temporal protection and 

fitting enjoyment under the sun. Guide Your Christians to 

serve Christ in their citizenship and callings. Do not let our 
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hearts be occupied with the vanity of riches that perish, but 

with the true joy of Christ.  

When the righteous cry, You hear, O Lord, and deliver 

them out of all their troubles. Draw near to save the 

brokenhearted, the crushed in spirit, the sick and those in 

need [especially  

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division 

of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 


