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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

April 4, 2021 

Easter 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  

Introit Ex. 15:2a, 6, 13, 17–18; antiphon: Ex. 15:1b 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

The LORD is my strength and my song, 

and he has become my salvation. 

Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, 

your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 

You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have 

redeemed; 

you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 

You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 

the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode, 

the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established. 

The LORD will reign forever and ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and 

opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, 

who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s 
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resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by 

Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 25:6–9 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 

And he will swallow up on this mountain 

the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

the veil that is spread over all nations. 

He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 

earth, 

for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, 

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he 

might save us. 

This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  1 Corinthians 15:1–11 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to 

you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you 

are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 

you—unless you believed in vain. 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
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Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to 

Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, 

though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, 

then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy 

to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 

me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 

them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 

Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 16:1–8 

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the 

mother of James and Salome bought spices, so that they might 

go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, 

when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they were 

saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the 

stone had been rolled back—it was very large. And entering the 

tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in 

a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do 

not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. 

He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 

But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 

Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” And they 

went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and 

astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, 

for they were afraid.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

        and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text –  John 20:19-23      

     Theme – “Life-Giving Hands” 

On the way out the door of the restaurant, she ran 

into a classmate she hadn’t seen for years. It didn’t take long 

before they were visiting as though no time had passed; 

things changed though when her friend asked, “So how’s 

life?” She tried to think of a way to deflect the question, 

because her life was a mess. She was separated from her 

husband. She worked a job she hated. And, her kids blamed 
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her for the marriage problems. She was scared. She was 

angry. She felt trapped. This wasn’t the life she imagined; so, 

she dreamed about running away and starting over.  What 

she wanted to do was to really live life. 

We all go through those times when we feel as 

though it’s time for us to start really living. Sometimes it 

happens when someone figures they want to be done with 

school.  So, they decide to go backpacking through Europe.  

Sometimes, it happens when they experience a midlife crisis.  

So, they go and buy an overpriced convertible.  Sometimes, 

it comes after 40 plus years of hard work and the decision is 

made to retire so a cruise on the Mediterranean is booked. 

These things, they think, will help them really live. But even 

after these same people do these things, they realize their 

souls still feel empty. They still wonder what it means to 

really live. 

The Bible has something to say about really living, and 

it doesn’t involve a backpack, a Corvette, or a cruise ship. We 

don’t need a graduation or a midlife crisis or burnout from 

work to trigger a life worth living. All we need is Easter. We 

need the empty tomb. We need the happy shouts of 

“Alleluia!  He is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!” What we 

need is Jesus’ appearance to the disciples in the upper room, 

where He showed them His Life-Giving Hands, and then 

explained to them that Easter gives them a life worth really 

living. 

The disciples in that room might as well have been 

walking out of a restaurant, because they were acting like 

that woman whose life was a mess. John tells us “the 

disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 
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the Jewish leaders” (John 20:19). If the Jews were so 

underhanded and corrupt as to figure out a way to crucify an 

innocent man, what would stop them from coming after His 

disciples? Seventy-two hours earlier, they abandoned Jesus 

and fled from the Garden of Gethsemane as Jesus was 

arrested. Peter denied Him, just as Jesus had predicted. And, 

despite the fact that Jesus had been preparing them for 

months for His upcoming death, they still seemed shocked 

and surprised as He died on the cross Friday afternoon. They 

were acting like Jesus was dead, and their lives weren’t worth 

living. They were afraid. They felt guilty. And they were 

trapped in that upper room. 

Knowing full well their agitated state of mind, Jesus 

wanted to calm their nerves and bring them peace. He didn’t 

lead with, “How’s life?” but said, “Peace be with you” (John 

20:19). It was still Easter. They had seen the empty tomb. 

They heard the reports of the women and the Emmaus 

disciples, but they hadn’t seen Jesus with their own eyes. 

They weren’t completely sure what to make of the day’s 

events. So Jesus came and stood in their presence; He 

showed Himself alive; and then, gave His disciples a minute 

to adjust to the fact that He was not dead, but He had risen.  

What He says to them in so many words is this: “Hey, it’s me! 

I’m not a ghost; I’m not dead. I’m standing right in front of 

you, very much alive.” “After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and side” (John 20:20). The sight of His life-giving 

hands convinced the disciples that they were looking at their 

resurrected Lord. “Alleluia!  He is risen! He is risen indeed. 

Alleluia!” 
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We have the witness of the women, we have the 

witness of the Emmaus disciples, and as 2 Peter chapter 1 

tells us: “we also have the prophets’ message as 

something completely reliable, and [we] will do well to 

pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place” 

(2 Peter 1:19). This world is a dark place; it’s filled with doubt 

and disappointment, guilt and grief, punishment and pain, 

death and despair. This world is so dark that it often makes 

us want to join the disciples in the upper room with the 

doors locked in fear! On Good Friday the whole world went 

dark when God laid on Christ the iniquity of us all; Jesus 

suffered the anguish of all the ugliness and darkness of this 

evil world. 

But today is the third day, the day Jesus said He would 

rise from the dead.  Today is Easter and Jesus is alive! It 

took them a moment, but the disciples finally understood.  

We are told, “The disciples were overjoyed when they saw 

the Lord” (John 20:20). Not sinful fear, but Easter joy makes 

life really worth living.  

Have you ever thought about this Easter joy? The 

gloomy hopelessness of the world died on Good Friday, and 

so did the darkness of sin with all its nagging guilt. Easter 

not only means joy, but peace; “God was reconciling the 

world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 

against them” (2 Corinthians 5:19). Jesus conquered sin, He 

defeated the devil, He rose from the dead. He’s alive! This 

Easter remember that Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 

makes our lives really worth living.  

Jesus showed them His life-giving hands, but He 

wanted to do more than that. Jesus wanted to tell them that 



9 

 

He was giving them a mission: “Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be 

with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you’” 

(John 20:21). 

The Father had sent Jesus from heaven on a mission 

to forgive sins. Jesus didn’t just hear the word of God; He did 

what His Father said!  

Just as the Father sent Jesus, so now Jesus sends us.  

Paul talks about that mission when He writes:  “He has 

committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:19,20). 

Serving as Christ’s ambassadors! That’s a life really worth 

living. 

What a big job! You sense the disciples might have 

been overwhelmed. After all, within moments of Jesus’ 

appearance, the disciples had gone from terror-filled hiding 

to Easter peace and joy, then they were commissioned and 

sent out into the world as Christ’s ambassadors. Jesus added 

that they wouldn’t go alone; they’d be serving with the 

power of the Holy Spirit. “And with that he breathed on 

them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:22). 

What the disciples received was much more than the 

Spirit-given gift of faith. The Holy Spirit is the One who 

empowers and enables us to carry out God’s mission. Fifty 

days after the Easter, the Holy Spirit came  powerfully upon 

the disciples; He turned uneducated Galilean fishermen into 

apostolic fishers of men. After hearing Peter’s Pentecost 

sermon, 3,000 souls were added to the Christian church that 

day. 
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Jesus even trained the apostles in the message they 

would proclaim. “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins 

are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 

forgiven” (John 20:23). It’s a significant day when parents 

give a child keys to the house, and an even bigger milestone 

when they hand over the keys to the car. With these words, 

Jesus confidently hands every believer the keys to heaven. 

Forgiving sins of those who repent or withholding 

forgiveness from those who reject Christ is opening and 

closing the door to heaven. The keys are the special power 

and privilege Christ gives only to Christians. Forgiving sins 

and announcing peace is what Jesus did on Easter when He 

showed the disciples His life-giving hands. What better way 

to live Easter daily than to use our hands for God’s life-giving 

purpose—to forgive our brother and sisters. What can be 

more meaningful than forgiving the sins of the spouse who 

has made us mad?  Or how about reconciling with a 

coworker or a member at church? And then there is: 

resolving those differences we have had with a family 

member or an old friend? Remember, keys are valuable only 

when you use them. So, let’s use them—that’s why God gave 

them to us! Living at peace with God and your neighbor 

makes life really worth living. 

So how’s your life? Do feel as though you are stuck? 

Do you think you’ve got nothing to live for? Stop acting like 

Jesus is dead, because He’s not. Look again at His life-giving 

hands. Jesus is alive! So, act like it; pray like it; believe like it. 

Embrace His call, “I am sending you” (John 20:21) and tell 

one soul at a time about the fact that Jesus is alive. Receive 
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His Holy Spirit and use the keys to proclaim peace. And, 

remember Easter makes life really worth living. AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord God, on this glorious day, fill Your people with a 

holy fear at the resurrection of Your Son, that we would 

tremble no longer before the grave but rejoice and live in 

the truth of Your power to save.  

Be with our Synod president; our district president; 

and all our pastors. Keep them faithful to deliver to Your 

people the apostolic Gospel of Your Son’s death, burial and 

resurrection.  

Let us hold fast to the Word preached to us, that 

receiving it with joy we may take our stand in it and be saved 

by it. Hinder all who would sow doubt into our hearts, and 

grant us courage to confess its truth in our life and 

conversation.  

Bless our president and all who make and administer 

our laws. Frustrate the forces of evil, and do not let our 

leaders cooperate with them or further their goals. Guard our 

police and armed forces and as they stand watch for us at 

home and abroad. Let them serve with honor and integrity.  

Have mercy on the sick and those in any need 

[especially _____________]. Let the dawning light of the new 

creation in Christ sustain them in faith. In accord with Your 

will, grant them renewed health — a foretaste of their eternal 

healing in Him.  
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Comfort those who mourn with the truth of Christ’s 

empty tomb, that in the midst of their grief they may abide 

in the hope of His resurrection. Uphold them in faith as they 

await the day when You will wipe every tear from all faces.  

We join today in singing eternal alleluias with 

innumerable angels in festal gathering, with the assembly of 

the firstborn enrolled in heaven and with the spirits of the 

righteous made perfect, and we bring these petitions before 

You, dear Father, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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