
ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME 
  

Not long ago, we sang the hymn:  “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me.”  It is a favorite of 

many.  As people were leaving the church, one of the worshippers asked me, 

“What does that word ‘cleft’ mean?”  I thought about it for a moment and realized 

that my only answer was “I don’t know.” 
 

When I had a chance, I decided to go online and look it up.  According to Merriam-

Webster online dictionary, a cleft is an opening made by splitting.  Another word 

that could be used is “fissure,” – an opening between two ridges in a rock 

formation.  There are other definitions of the word “cleft,” but I think this is the one 

that best fits the hymn:  “Rock of Ages.” 
 

I say that because of the history behind the hymn.  It was written by Augustus 

Toplady.  The story is told that as a young minister he was traveling in some of the 

most rugged country in England, when a sudden rainstorm came up.  To protect 

himself from the sheets of rain that were coming down, he found shelter in a 

fissure or cleft in a rock formation near the road.  That was the inspiration for the 

opening words of the hymn:  “Rock of Ages, Cleft for me, Let me hide myself in 

Thee.” 

“Rock of ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.” 
 

Jesus is the “Rock of Ages.”  From His “riven side” flowed water and blood (John 

19:34).  “Riven,” by the way, means “split apart.”  The blood of Jesus Christ is the 

“double cure.”  We are cleansed of the guilt of our sins.  In Jesus we have the 

forgiveness of sin.  We also, by the power of the Holy Spirit, can seek to overcome 

the power of sin, living lives pleasing to God.  That’s the “double cure.” 
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Join us to welcome in 2020 with praise and 

worship to God. Worship with Holy Communion 

begins at 9:00 am on Wednesday, January 1. The 

sermon theme will be  “Not What Could Be, But 

What Will Be” based on text from Luke 2:21. 



Spaghetti Lunch  
& Sliding Party 
Join us for lunch and then sliding at the Schultz’s. 

Lunch will be served at about 11:15 am and then 

we will head out to the Schultz’s for a fun day  

of sliding down their super fun hill. This is a  

family fun day you won’t want to miss.  
 

There will be a free will donation basket for  

the lunch. Money raised will go towards  

another fun outing at The Outreach Program of 

Brainerd Lakes - “Kids Against Hunger” this spring 

where we pack food for those in need. 

 
Schultz’s Address: 32310 420th Place 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Important dates in January for youth and their parents to remember 

  

  

 

Super Bowl Sunday – Feb. 2  

Sub Sandwich Delivery Day 
Pick pre-ordered sandwiches up after church. 

ACT TEAM - BE AT CHURCH AT 8:30AM 

ICE SKATING AT GREGORY PARK 

from 4:00PM to 7:00PM 

All Missouri Synod confirmation or high school students are invited to a Brainerd 

Circuit Youth Rally. Enjoy a couple of hours of ice skating, followed by pizza and a 

devotion.  Ice Skates are available for free at the Gregory Park warming house, 

although there are limited quantities and sizes available.  The cost to attend the 

event is $5 to cover the cost of the pizza.  Those interested in going should ask 

Pastor Becker for a registration slip.   

Sunday School sings during worship on Jan 12th. 
 

A link to the Children’s Service – “New Star” can be found on our Facebook 

page or website: www.stjohnaitkin.org 



 Chicken, potatoes, bread, vegetable and dessert to be served  
   

(Free-will donation basket will be available.) 

Sponsored by: 

St. John’s has all your Super Bowl 

food cravings covered this year. ACT 

youth are serving up delicious 

SUPER BOWL SUBS & YUMMY 

SNACKS. 

                   Fill out the attached order form or 

sign         sign up in the Narthex before Sunday,  

sign ss January 26th to assure your order will  

bbb be filled. If using this paper order form, turn 

it in to the church office, Pastor Becker, or Gina 

Wold. Each sub sandwich is only $7.  
 

Additionally, the youth will have yummy snacks 

available to purchase when you pick up your 

sub sandwiches. You can pick up sandwiches 

and snacks after worship on Sunday, February 

2nd. 
 

Money raised will go towards the 2022 LCMS 

Youth Gathering in Houston, TX. 
 

THANK YOU! 

Wait!!!  

What about 

the food? 



SUPER BOWL SUNDAY 

SUB SANDWICH ORDER 
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$7

per sub TOTAL $

1 $7

2 $7

3 $7

4 $7

5 $7

6 $7

7 $7

8 $7

9 $7

10 $7

11 $7

12 $7

TOTAL SUBS x $7 = TOTAL COST

One sub order per line. Check boxes to the sandwich meat and toppings wanted for each sub. 

Subs will be served on white bread and with American Cheese.

Orders due before 10:15 am on Sunday, January 26th. 

Payment is due on day of sandwich pick up, Sunday, February 2nd.

FAMILY NAME: ________________________________________________________

PHONE #: ____________________________________________________________

SANDWICH 

MEAT TOPPINGS

choose 1 choose as many as you want



QUILTING BEGINS JANUARY 7 at 9:00 am 
Rest tonight, knowing whatever is on your mind is in God’s 

hands. How comforting is it to be wrapped in a warm quilt 

that was made with love. Join the Quilting Club starting 

Tuesday, January 7 at 9:00 am. You can be part of giving a 

warm “hug” to those who need it most by making quilts. 

St. John’s 

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Anyone wishing to subscribe to Lutheran Witness for the 

coming year may do so by signing up on the board in the 

Narthex. Payment is due on January 22. You may bring 

payment into the church office or place a marked 

envelope (i.e. for Lutheran Witness) in the offering plate.   

REMINDER: ST. JOHN’S IS “NUT AWARE” 
One of the children who attends church and Sunday School 

regularly has an allergy to nuts and nut products (i.e. peanut 

butter).  This allergy can be serious and at times life threatening.  

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING – JAN 26 
The St. John’s Quarterly Voters’ Meeting is scheduled for 

January 26 following our 9:00 am worship service. All confirmed 

members, age 19 or older, are eligible to be voting members.  

Come and be a part of the decision making process of this church. The Church 

Council will meet Thursday, January 9 at 6:00 pm to finalize the agenda for the 

Voters’ Meeting. Deacons’ Meeting will follow. 

For this reason we need to be “nut aware.” If you are bringing treats to share that 

have nuts in them, please make it clear that there are nuts in them… especially 

when serving the Sunday School children. There may be others with a nut allergy 

that we do not know about. Thank you! 

Those with current subscriptions may renew subscriptions in the same way. 

Cost is $25. Thank you! 



Kindness costs nothing,  

but means everything. 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US DURING OUR 

CHILDREN’S SERVICE – NEW STAR! 
The kids did a great job sharing the birth of Jesus in a  

heartwarming telling of New Star – A Christmas Story on  

December 15th. We were blessed with a huge turn out on a  

bitterly cold Sunday morning. Thank you to everyone involved for 

all your support to make this very special day possible. If you missed the service 

you can find a link to it on our Face Book page or website: www.stjohnaitkin.org. 

BECKERS SAY THANK YOU 
Pastor and Mrs. Becker wish to say “Thank You” to all who came to “Christmas 

with the Beckers.” Thanks to all who remembered them this past Christmas 

season with cards, gifts, and food. 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO SERVED THIS PAST 

CHRISTMAS SEASON 
St. John’s is so blessed with a wonderful team of people who worked hard to get 

done all that was needed this past Christmas Season. We especially thank: 

• Those who worked hard to decorate the church – inside and out 

• Those who donated and took the food donations to the Aitkin Food Shelf 

• The ACT Group, and the Men’s and Women’s Bible Study groups for preparing 

and serving our Advent suppers (and everyone who pitched in to help serve and 

clean up) 

• Those who prepared, served, and helped clean up after the Christmas dinner 

following the Children’s Christmas Service. 

• To everyone who played a role in preparing the sharing of Jesus’ birth in the 

Children’s Service: New Star – A Christmas Story.  

• Paul Zenke, the St. John’s Choir, and others for providing special music for our 

services. 

• All others, too numerous to name, who served in the Advent and Christmas 

seasons and who will continue to serve the Lord and St. John’s congregation in 

the coming year. 

 

 



Kathy Badger  January 01 

Jeff Butler   January 04 

Brandon Perrine  January 04 

Belinda Hammond  January 06 

Rachel Converse  January 07 

Tanner Wold   January 09 

Vickie Fossum  January 10 

Nicole Fuller   January 10 

Andrew Gage  January 10 

Aaron Lind-Pashina  January 12 

Ron Harmon   January 13 

Marie Mikes   January 16 

Maclay Beck   January 17 

Melissa Bleeker  January 18 

Elsie Specht   January 18 

Joseph Weimer  January 18 

Sabin Christian  January 19 

Stella Sterling  January 20 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please notify 

the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 

Blessings on your special day! 

Steven Holm   January 20 

Julie Lemire   January 20 

Vicki Patrick   January 21 

Dominick Patrick  January 21 

Greg Rono    January 21 

Jeff Schlagel   January 21 

David J. Wilke  January 21 

Diane Robak   January 22 

Keith Ahonen   January 24 

Kathryn Futhey  January 24 

Terry Lenzen   January 24 

Robert Haugly  January 26 

Francesca Olson  January 27 

Stephanie Tell  January 28 

Ashley Kuehn  January 30 

Brooke Peysar  January 30 

Heather Radtke  January 30 

Frederick Elling  January 31 

 



The following is from a recent newsletter sent out by the Rev. James & Deaconess 

Christel Neuendorf, our Together in Mission Missionaries: 
 

“Good news! At long last with the generous support of our Synod, we have 

purchased the land and new facilities in Ponce! After all kinds of challenges and 

delays, together with representatives from our team we sat down on November 

15th to sign the three deeds for our new Mercy Center, Parking Lot, and Church 

building. Right up until the last moments we ran into issues that could have 

stopped the entire process, but God heard all our prayers and brought it to a 

blessed conclusion. 
 

These new properties allow us to have a permanent location in the heart of the 

city. We are very excited because of three things, they are well located, full of 

space for potential development, and they are historically grounded. 
 

They are well located to reach out to families (five schools within a one block 

radius!), the elderly (three elderly living facilities within a one block radius!), those 

with disabilities (two special facilities within a one block radius), the medical 

community (a hospital and medical specialists are all nearby) and university 

students (two blocks away from the largest campus and two vocational schools). 

As realtors say, location, location, location. Most of our ministry plans are aimed at 

these populations and we could not have imagined a more ideal location than this. 
 

What’s more, together, these three properties make up almost a square kilometer 

of space for potential development. Before it was a Lutheran Mercy Center and 

Church, these properties made up the campus of a vocational school, and later a 

K-6 school. That means, despite the need for some remodeling, we already have 

classroom spaces, public bathrooms, areas to put playground space, parking, 

offices etc. You can look at some of the drawings here of the ideas we have for the 

space as it develops! The idea is to reach out to those populations above through 

a variety of ministries focused on rebuilding the Puerto Rican family and 

community, centered around the Word and Sacrament that Christ gives to His 

people.” 
 

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries 

please place your offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.” 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 


