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ONLY ONE FOUNDATION 

 “For we are God’s fellow workers.  You are God’s field, God’s building.  

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I 

laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it.  For no one can lay 

a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 
Corinthians 3:9-11).   

 That is the theme verse of the “Building NEW Bridges” Campaign through 
which Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch seek to raise 11 million 
dollars for Capital Construction, Program Support, and Endowment Funds.  I was 
recently at the camp and it is a real blessing of the church.  In the future we will 
be hearing more about the “Building NEW Bridges” Campaign. 

 In this newsletter article I want to talk about the theme verse of the campaign.  

It begins, “we are God’s fellow workers.”  What that is saying is that God has 
brought us together in the church and He wants us to work together in the 
church. 

 Paul is speaking about himself when he writes, “I laid a foundation.”  He did 
that for the Christian Church in Corinth.  After he left that city, others built upon 
the foundation that he laid.  Names like Apollos and Cephas are mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 1:12.  What Paul says about the church in Corinth is true about St. 
John’s in Aitkin.  I build upon the foundations that had been laid by pastors like 
Mennicke and Blomquist.  And after I am gone, other pastors will build upon the 
foundations I have laid.  

 The important thing in these verses is this:  “For no one can lay a 

foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  Jesus is to 
be the heart and center of the work we do together.  What we teach and believe 
has to come from His Word.  If it doesn’t then it is as if we are trying to build on 
no foundation at all.  Without building on Jesus, no matter how hard we work, no 
matter how well we work together, what we build will not stand. 

   

 



QUARTERLY VOTERS' MEETING OCTOBER 28
th

  
The Quarterly Voters' Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 27

th
, following 

9:00 am worship.  All confirmed members, age 19 and older, are invited to attend 
and are eligible to become voting members.  The Church Council will be meeting 
on Thursday, October 3

rd
  at 6:00 pm.    

 

 THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & SOCIAL HOUR 

The Men’s Bible Study & Social Hour has started up again on Wednesday 
mornings.  It begins at 8:00 a.m. and ends promptly at 9:00 am.  They are 
presently studying the book of 1 Corinthians. 

 

THE TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study has started again with a study of Luther’s 
Small Catechism.   They meet Tuesday afternoons starting at 1:30 p.m.  All the 
women of the church are welcome to come. 

 

BRAINERD ZONE LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY 

LEAGUE, FALL RALLY AT GARRISON 
The Brainerd Zone LWML Rally will be held on Tuesday, October 29

th
 at 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church, Garrison.  All the women of St. John’s 
are invited to attend.  Registration begins at 9:30 am.  The featured speakers will 
be Myron and Sonya Gunderson of the Ysleta Lutheran Mission in El Paso, 
Texas.  Ysleta Lutheran Mission provides relief and human care services while 
planting and nurturing missions on the U.S./Mexico border. Founded in 1982, 
Ysleta Lutheran Mission provides aid and ministry services that benefit the lives 
of thousands of people every year in El Paso and mission sites in several of the 
poorest communities in northern Mexico. 
 
 
 



 
 



NEWS FROM THE NEUENDORFS 

 OUR TOGETHER IN MISSION MISSIONARIES 

At the beginning of September we received the following from James and Christel Neuendorf, our 
Together in Mission missionaries, serving in Ponce, Puerto Rico: 

“Every page points to Christ” said one of the participants in a recent Bible study, “why aren’t 
more people coming here to listen to this? Why are we the only people in Ponce who are learning all 
of this!?” 

This month I want to focus on one of the central activities that we do in the Ponce Church 
Plant, our weekly intensive Bible Study. We are on a three-year track to study the entire Bible based 
on an hour and a half course every week. In August we studied the book of Leviticus and showed how 
each element of Israel’s worship points to the Savior and is reflected in our own worship today. We 
even built a scale model of the tabernacle! These Bible studies have been consistently attended by a 
small number of our core congregation members, and they are an important part of our overall mission 
strategy. 

As a church planter, it might seem like doing intensive studies with those who are already a 
part of the church wouldn’t be central to our efforts to reach out to the community. Wouldn’t our time 
be better spent by doing evangelistic events with new people? Nothing could be farther from the truth! 
Certainly, we are engaged in evangelistic events as part of church planting but strengthening the 
Biblical core of our congregation is a crucial part of that effort! 

I enjoy camping (although Christel doesn’t), so I like to think of church planting like building a 
fire. You don’t start out with big logs, but with a spark and a few very small shavings of wood or leaves, 
what we call “tinder”. Nurturing that tinder into a tiny fire, you start to add “kindling” to the center, not 
too much but just enough to let the center of the fire really start to get hot. At this stage it is all about 
balance, if you overload the little fire you smother it, but if you don’t provide enough fuel it burns itself 
out. Gradually you add more and more kindling to the center until you move up to big sticks and 
branches. When the fire really gets crackling, you can toss in a log that will burn for hours, and which 
brings a fire that can consume even a wet branch!  

The weekly Bible study is the kindling of our church plant, substantial study of the Bible that 
demonstrates that Lutheran theology is Biblical theology, and that our every activity and teaching is 
grounded in that Biblical truth. As those core members of the church come to know the riches and the 
depth of the scriptures, and that as one of them so beautifully put it, “every page points to Christ,” the 
whole congregation is ignited to spread and to be sustained. His question also shows the natural fruit 
of studying God’s word, and the very engine that drives evangelism forward, a desire for others to 
experience the riches of Christ in the Word of God! A congregation that is dedicated to a close study 
of the Word is a congregation that grows, and this is precisely the habit we hope to instill in Fuente de 
Vida Lutheran Church! There are many activities we do which are “tinder”, some which are “sparks” 
and eventually we hope to be able to throw some branches and even logs into the center, but all of it 
contributes to a roaring fire that spreads on its own! Praise God that the Word does the work! 
 
If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries  please place your 
offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.” 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…
Tanja Braden    October 01 
Alyssa Born     October 01 
Kimberly Charron     October 02 
Milan DeWitt    October 03 
Tammy Packer            October 04 
Kelli Parker                  October 04 
Colleen Smith          October 05 
Jennifer Cooper    October 06 
Gary Gray           October 07 
Keith Bartel           October 09 
Bryce Haugly    October 09 
Garrett Westerlund   October 10 
Ruth  Monse         October 11 
Debbie Schultz    October 11 
Janice Butler          October 12 
Jeremy Robak          October 12 
Kendra Gruhlke    October 13 
Hunter Miller          October 13 
Emily Campbell    October 14 
Steven Banks    October 17 
Donald Weimer    October 17 
Julie Glanz     October 17 
Michael Lamke          October 18 
Brooke Miller          October 19 
Jessicca Monse    October 19 
Nicholas Parker    October 19 
James Quale    October 19 

Gretchen Wold    October 20 
Aidan Lovsness    October 20 
Kyle Wolf     October 22 
Lynette Fageroos   October 23 
Linda Goonan    October 23 
Betty Cooper          October 24 
Jonathon Novotny   October 24 
Spencer Packer    October 24 
Nick Hasskamp    October 25 
Florence Landrus      October 25 
Robert Landrus     October 25 
Leonard Bauer    October 26 
Craig Lund           October 26 
Jamie Smith          October 26 
Allison Holmvig    October 27 
Daniel Bender          October 27 
Andrea Gibbons   October 27 
Christian Rom    October 28 
Jason Plekkenpol   October 28 
Taylor Wilke          October 31 
Karisa Glanz    October 31 
 
*The birthdays listed are from our church 
records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  
Please notify the office of any mistakes, 
deletions, or if you do not want your birthday 
listed.

 



 
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

324 3
rd

 Street NW, Aitkin, MN 56431 
218-927-3170 

 

 

October Ushers 
Henry Torgerson 
Charles Wikelius 
Dennis Lamke   
Tom Rose 
Richard Peterson 
 
Deacon:   
 

Communion Fillers 
10/6:  Sheryl Wold      
10/20: Joy Janzen & 
 Linda Bakken 

 

Communion Cleaners 
10/6:  Jane Kiphuth 
10/20: Laura &  
          Merle Peterson  

 

Altar Care: 
Debbie Schultz 


