
RETURN! RETURN! 
  

In Joel chapter 2 we read, “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me 

with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend 

your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for He is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and 

He relents over disaster” (Joel 2:12-13). 
 

The word “return” is repeated in these two verses.  That’s because it is an 

important word.  That prefix “re” often means to do something again.  Re-start 

means to “start again.”  Re-gain means to gain something again, to get something 

back that you had before.  Re-seal means to close that package with food in it.  

So, when the LORD, through the prophet Joel, tell us to “re-turn,” that means we 

are to turn to the LORD and not just once.  We are to turn to the LORD again and 

again. 
 

We are right now in the middle of the Lenten season, a penitential season in the 

church year.  It is a time when we are reminded again and again that we need to 

re-pent.  The thing is, repenting and returning to the LORD is something we 
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should be doing every day and not just in the season of 

Lent.  Luther said in the first of his Ninety-Five Theses that 

the “entire life of believers” should be in penitence for our 

sins, returning to God. He said the significance of Baptism 

includes drowning the old sinful nature by contrition and 

penitence “daily.” Turning to God and returning… again and 

again. 
 

When we do that the LORD will “relent” and not punish us 

as we deserve.  That’s what is being hinted at in Joel 2:14a:  

“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and 

leave a blessing behind him.”  Well, we know that the 

LORD has left behind a blessing.  He did that as He offered 

up His very own Son, Jesus for us and for all of our sin.  

Through Him we have the forgiveness of sins.  It is ours 

through faith.  Faith can be defined as a turning from our sin 

and a turning again and again to God.  

 



Mar  
03 

H a n d s  o f  M i s g u i d e d  Z e a l  
John 18:4-11 

Mar  
10 

H a n d s  o f  H y p o c r i s y  
Mark 14:55-65 

Mar  
17 

H a n d s  o f  B r u t a l i t y  
Matthew 27:27-31 

Mar  
24 

H a n d s  o f  S e l f  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
Matthew 27:15-26 

AVAILABLE 

W E D N E S D A Y S  
ON-LINE and on KKIN-94.3FM 

IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

about  
MIDWEEK LENTEN 

SERVICES 
We continue our Lenten 

Services through March on-

line at www.stjohnaitkin.org 

and on YouTube. Services 

are also available on KKIN-

94.3FM at 7:00pm each 

Wednesday evening. 



SUNDAY 
FEB 9 

P A L M  S U N D A Y  
Hands of Praise – Mark 11:1-11 
Sunday, March 28 at 9:00 am 
Aired on KKIN-94.3FM at 8:00 am 

M A U N D Y  T H U R S D A Y  with Communion 

Hands of Humility – John 13: 1-5 & 12-17 
Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 pm 
Aired KKIN-94.3FM at 7:00 pm 

G O O D  F R I D A Y  
Nail-Pierced Hands – Luke 23:32-24 
Afternoon with Communion: Friday, April 2 at 1:00 pm 
Tenebrae Service: Friday, April 2 at 7:30 pm 
Aired on KKIN-94.3FM at 7:30 pm 

E A S T E R  S U N D A Y  
Life-Giving Hands – John 20:19-23 
Sunrise with Communion: Sunday, April 4 at 7:00 am 
Easter Breakfast: 8:00 am 
Easter Festival with Communion: Sunday, April 4 at 9:00 am 
Aired on KKIN-94.3FM at 8:00 am 

Services are also available on-line (www.stjohnaitkin.org) and YouTube 

(search for St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin). Look to Facebook and 

our website for updates. 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Important information for youth and  their parents to know 

  

  

 

WHO’S READY FOR SUMMER? 
The stretch of below zero temps have kept us 

inside for what seems like months (I know a bit 

of an exaggeration). Who’s ready for summer? 

It will be here soon. Summer also means VBS!  
 

  It’s been such a tough year on our youngest  

   Christians, so creating an exciting week and  

     strengthening their walk with the Lord is so  

    important. VBS is a gift we adults can  

    give to the kids! Who’s in? 
 

 
 

Each day our kids will enter a new adventure as they put  

on their armor for God and become part of His army.  
  

  Day 1: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abendego Stand True 
    Armor Up with Truth! 

  Day 2: David Defeats Goliath 
    Armor Up with Righteousness! 

  Day 3: Mary’s Journey to Bethlehem 
    Armor Up with Peace! 

  Day 4: Jesus Walks on Water 
    Armor Up with Faith! 

  Day 5: Midnight Praise with Paul and Silas 
    Armor Up with Salvation! 

STAY TUNED! MORE EXCITING  

NEWS COMING SOON! 
 



VBS NEEDS A DIRECTOR…  

IS THAT YOU? 
We have many very dedicated people in our church eager 

to help with VBS this year, but what we really need to get  

planning started is a DIRECTOR. Being a director is  

easier than you might think, as the program itself is laid  

out step-by-step from start to finish. It guides VBS leaders  

through each day with lesson plans, snacks, games, and  

song. We are asking that you prayerfully consider this  

position, as it is key in the start of planning. As the  

director, you decide the date and time and have access  

to many volunteers willing to pitch in and get everything  

done. Once we have a date, we can begin with volunteer  

sign-up sheets and marketing and communication  

materials. It is a great opportunity to meet new people and grow existing 

friendships as we work together to create an adventure our children will not soon 

forget. If you would like to volunteer for this position, contact Janice Hawkins. 

Thank you! 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Important information for youth and  their parents to know 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
ACT thanks everyone who came out to support  

  them during the Super Bowl Subway and Snack  

     sale last month. The kids sold 72 subs (up  

          from 48 the previous year) and all the  

             snacks sold out! Combined, they made  

          $1,182 which will go directly toward the  

       2022 National Youth Gathering in Houston,  

      TX. We are so blessed to have a congregation 

that supports our youth in strengthening their walk 
with the Lord.     



Chicken Breast 
 
 

Dressing 
Vegetable 

Apple Bar Dessert 

Mashed Potatoes & 
Gravy 

-  

                         The chicken dinner is a big event for St. John’s and we need help                     

                              to make it a success! 
 

                         There is a sign-up sheet for apple / potato donations and helping the 

night of the event in the church fellowship. Cash donations are also appreciated to 

help defer cost of the event. If you are not able to sign up at church, please call Joy 

Janzen at 218-927-6119. 

• Apples and Potatoes: we need donations for both 

• Night of the Event: we need cashiers, take-out runners, delivery 

drivers, and kitchen helpers 
 

St. John’s is hosting a Chicken 

Dinner, but all orders will be carry-

out only. Call the church at 218-

927-3170 between 10am – 4pm on 

Friday, April 30 to order.  
 

• Pick-up orders: available from 5pm – 6pm.  

• Deliveries (city of Aitkin): start at 4:30pm. 

• Cost:   Adults - $10  

     6 to 12 years - $5 

     5 years and under are FREE 

   

Thank You! 



St. John’s Circle – Spreading Joy Is Their Specialty. 
In February, the St. John’s Circle mailed boxes full of 

homemade cookies and Valentine goodies to students attending 

college and those in the military. Additionally, they made up  

Valentine gift bags for our friends who are at home, which 

included cookies, candy, placemat, and a burden bear. They 

delivered those to each home and received lots of  

smiles and appreciation. Thank you so much for finding  

ways to spread joy throughout the year to our members and 

community. 

MARKETING & COMMUNICATION 
A  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W  
 

Thank you to everyone for the support in 

working together to share God’s Word even 

during a pandemic. Despite a difficult year with 

heavy restrictions, St. John’s has been 

successful in our mission to continually share 

God’s Word. It’s been an adventure and we 

have learned a lot, but our reach grew 

significantly in 2020. We are blessed! 

• WEBSITE: www.stjohnaitkin.org 
Exploded in 2020, getting 2,119 site visits (up 153% from 2019) 

794 unique users (up 44% from 2019) 
 

• FACEBOOK: search “St. John’s Lutheran Church – Aitkin” 
End of year we were at 151 LIKES (up 45% from 2019) 

Reached 58,559 news feeds (250 posts throughout the year) 

Be sure to “like us” and “follow us” on Facebook 
 

• YOUTUBE: search “St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin” 
Created our own St. John’s YouTube channel in 2020 to share worship each week 

 

• RADIO: KKIN-94.3FM 
Airing each week at 8:00 am 

Aired special services, including Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 

New Year’s Day 



Hunter Westerlund  March 02 

Monica Lovsness          March 03 

Sally Fenner   March 04  

Eric O'Neil                   March 04  

Ted Hasskamp  March 08 

Sarah Warriner          March 08  

Jim Bartel                    March 09   

Theresa Bartel          March 09 

Maria Hasskamp          March 09  

Daniel Witt   March 09 

Lydia Kleinhans  March 10 

Melissa Ness           March 10 

Jason Torgerson          March 10 

Andrew Nixon           March 11 

Stacey Borgman          March 12  

Beckett Pearson  March 12 

Melinda Bentley          March 13  

Christine Miller          March 13  

Randy Quale           March 13  

Charles Wikelius          March 13 

Kaleb Bauer   March 15 

Jessica Schultz          March 17 

Briana Otto           March 18 

Kevin Rom           March 18 

Bruce Sanvig           March 18 

Travis Torgerson          March 18 

Terry Urban   March 18 

Kathy Hanlon   March 19 

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please notify 

the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 

Blessings on your special day! 

Paula Morgan           March 19 

Cynthia Priem          March 21 

Nathan Rom   March 21 

Barbara Woodrow             March 21 

Amber Borgman          March 22 

Jennifer Monse          March 22 

Emily Davis           March 23 

Karl Geidans           March 23 

Roger Renstrom  March 23 

Eric Wold                     March 24 

Noah Christian Carlson March 25  

Douglas Hamdorf          March 25          

Marrissa Sterling  March 25 

Gina Wold                     March 25 

John Buhlmann          March 26 

Jeanie Christian  March 26 

Dennis Ruschmeier      March 26 

Levi Flerlage   March 27 

Sarah Salmon          March 27 

Tanner Johnson  March 28 

Katelyn Sarlette          March 28 

Paige Harmon          March 28 

Kyle Bleeker           March 29 

Maggie Borseth  March 29 

Gabe Carlstrom          March 29 

Kyle Priem                   March 29 

Jennifer Weimer          March 30 

Bryan Haugly   March 31 

 



NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 We recently received the following from James and Christel Neuendorf: 

They call it the Pica Pica, which might literally translate to the “itch-itch tree”. It definitely has earned 

its name! Recently as we were working together as a team to prepare our CARD center in Mayaguez 

for re-opening our in-person classes (which we hope to have coincide with the return to schools in 

March), we had an encounter with this legendary tropical tree.  

I was working in one of the classrooms when I began to feel my arms itching and burning. I looked 

over to see others on the team doing the same and asked them if they were feeling alright. “No!” came 

the answer, everyone was starting to itch like crazy. What was going on? Well, it turns out that outside 

of the building, during the long lockdowns, a Pica Pica, an “itch-itch tree” had grown up and was 

releasing its millions of miniscule needles onto the beautiful Puerto Rican January breeze and straight 

into our skin.  

Trying to remove the tree and its wickedly dangerous fruits was a challenge to say the least, the closer 

we came to the tree the more the invisible airborne needles would fend us off. Moving the fruits in the 

least way would be met with vengeance; and we needed to clip them from afar one at a time in a way 

that could safely capture the needles in a bag or drop them over a cliff. We sprayed the tree with 

poison, and next plan to chop it down and burn the roots.  

Our sin is a lot like that Pica Pica tree, while you aren’t looking it quietly grows and latches on to 

everything that it can, then does all it can to stop you from finding it and rooting it out. Getting close to 

it requires a willingness to suffer its barbs and deal with it, to destroy it once and for all. Until it has 

been dealt with however, it makes all of the space around it unusable and unpleasant. It takes 

ownership of the very air around it.  

The good news of the Gospel that we proclaim is that Jesus has come to deal with this horrible and 

dominating oppressor that we don’t dare to approach. Jesus takes the barbs upon His own skin, and 

by His death on the ultimate cursed tree, sets us free from this oppressive ruler and clears the air and 

retakes the territory for us. The chaos surrounding us in these recent days has been a lot like that 

tree, the consequences of sin seem to get into every nook and cranny of our society and family and 

lives, ruining everything they touch. By the end of the day, I learned to truly hate the Pica Pica tree, 

and days later I still find areas of my skin that must have these needles still lodged in them.  

I imagine that lately you have come to hate your sin, and the sin of the world more and more as well 

as you see it take over everything it touches and make it untouchable and unapproachable. Perhaps 

the Pica Pica was one of those first weeds that came in to curse the ground after the fall, but our Lord 

is a gardener who is equal to the task!  If you have the equivalent of a Pica Pica tree growing 

somewhere in your own life, take care to not let it grow too large, and most importantly, bring it to the 

attention of your Savior, who has taken all sin upon Himself. He is merciful, even when our sin is not. 

This is good news for all people, and what you have sent us to Puerto Rico to proclaim! 

Together, let us rejoice and share the good news of Jesus, the new Adam who keeps the garden 

better than we could ever imagine! 
 

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please place your 

offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.” 

 


