
OVERCOME THE DEVIL’S TEMPTATIONS WITH GOD’S WORD
  

A year ago, we were right in the middle of the shutdown in which we were not allowed to hold 

worship services.  It was not until the end of May last year that we, along with the Mall of 

America, were allowed to open up at 50% capacity.  It was the first Sunday in June that we 

began having regular in person worship services and we have been having those services 

ever since. 
  

Some congregations, though, continued to operate only virtually.  It was only recently that 

they have begun to have in person services.  Some of us have scratched our heads and 

wondered why.  There have been days, though, when I have thought to myself that maybe 

they weren’t so dumb. 
 

For one thing, the pastors of those congregations didn’t have to fight what has been called 

“The Mask War.”  They didn’t have to deal with the complaints of those members who didn’t 

want to wear masks and those members who didn’t like the fact that others weren’t wearing 

masks. 
 

Another thing, the pastors of those churches didn’t have to stress over the fact that some 

people weren’t doing a very good job of keep socially distant from others.  If you weren’t 

having in person services or Bible Studies, then people wouldn’t be tempted to sit elbow to 

elbow with people who are not in their household. 
  

One more thing, the pastor of those churches didn’t have to worry as much about getting the 

virus themselves.  For the most part, they could just stay at home and be safe. 
  

And, then again, when the Devil tempted me to think that way, I remembered what it says in 

the book of Hebrews:  “Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 

works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near” (Hebrews10:24-25).  We all 

need the encouragement of God’s Word, the Word I have been called to preach. 
  

While we could continue to hear God’s Word virtually, the one thing we could not do virtually 

is receive the Lord’s Supper.  We all need the forgiveness that we receive through the 

Sacrament.  I have been called by this congregation to administer this Sacrament. 
  

To help me overcome my fears, I also turned to God’s Word, thinking about passages that 

assures us of God’s presence, passages like Psalm 46:1 – “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
  

As things, begin to return to normal, the thing we all have to remember is that the Devil will 

use whatever means available to keep us from hearing the Good News about Jesus.  That 

good news is:  He forgives us for all the times when we have failed to trust in Him, times when 

we have only thought of ourselves and not of others, and times when we have had evil 

thoughts about our brothers and sisters in Christ.  The way to over the Devil’s temptations is 

to keep on hearing God’s Word.  It tells us of the forgiveness that is ours and it can 

strengthen our faith so that we can forgive one another. 
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CELEBRATING OUR YOUNG PEOPLE  

SUNDAY, MAY 23 
Join us as we close out the Sunday School 2020-

2021 year with a grand celebration! Our young 

people will be participating in 9:00 am worship in 

several ways.  
 

 Sunday School students and our youth will 

have a special part in the service.  

 We will be honoring two graduating students, 

Mason Ruschmeier & Tanner Wold, with 

quilts made by the St. John’s Quilters.  

 ACT will serve fellowship following worship. 

 During the final day of Sunday School there 

will be fun games and activities for the kids. 

 Following Sunday School we invite everyone 

to a cookout/picnic with some fun outdoor 

activities. 

 Look for the VBS table to sign your child(ren) 

up for the “Knights of the North Castle” 

program on August 2 – August 6.  We are 

also looking for volunteers to help with this 

fun event. 
 

 
 

Important information for youth and  their parents to know 

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP SUMMER CAMP 
At the present time, Lutheran Island Camp, near Henning, MN, 

is planning on having summer camps.  Camperships are 

available from the congregation for this summer’s program  

at Lutheran Island Camp.  The congregation will pay $100  

or one half of the cost of registration, whichever is greater.   

For registration materials you can look on line at 

www.islandcamp.org.  For more contact Debbie Schultz. 



North Castle: Quest for the King’s Armor invites children to be 

strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power! Kids will take on 

the role of brave Knights and begin their quest each session by 

opening the King’s Book. They will explore Old and New Testament 

Bible stories and discover different pieces of protective armor – the 

Belt of Truth, The Breastplate of Righteousness, the Shoes of Peace, 

the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation – at work in the lives 

of familiar Bible stories and explore how that armor works in their own 

lives as they follow and serve God. Help kids take  

up the gauntlet and accept the challenge to “armor  

up” and be strong by remaining with God! 
 

We are in the process of building a great  

team of volunteers to aid our kids in this  

journey. We need adults to lead the  

different stations and kids entering 7th  

grade and up can help too. Sign up in  

Fellowship Hall or contact Janice Hawkins. 
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STAY TUNED FOR MORE EXCITING NEWS! 

WE ARE THE KNIGHTS OF NORTH  

CASTLE! GETTING READY FOR VBS. 
 
 

The date is set for Monday, August 2 – 

Friday, August 6! 

On-line registration will be available  

through our website on May 1st. Parents  

can also register students on the last day  

of Sunday School, May 23rd.  
 

Our young knights will be on a very important 

quest in search of the King’s Armor. But the 
armor isn’t what they think it is. Knights of the 

Righteousness 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CONFIRMANDS 

ACT SERVING FELLOWSHIP MAY 23 
ACT will be serving fellowship following the Sunday, May 23 

worship service. Please save the date and contact Gina if you can 

help out. This is a very special Youth Day at St. John‘s, so we will 

need lots of help. Thank you! 

On Sunday, April 11, St. John’s confirmed three students: Natalie Crowther, Hailey 

Henry, and Ella Sinchak. These students publicly confessed their faith in Jesus as 

their Savior. May they continue their life journey with God beside them always. 

 
 NATALIE is the daughter of Russ and Kara 

Crowther and the big sister to Quinten, Benjamin, 

and Wesley. She is thankful for her family, health 

and happiness. Natalie has been active in tennis 

this year at school. Her favorite Bible stories 

include Samson and Job. Favorite church 

memories are Sunday School plays, especially at 

Christmas, because it was fun to memorize 

parts, dress in costume and sing songs. 

 
 

ELLA is the daughter of Amber and Rob 

Sinchak and big sister to Sage. Ella is 

thankful for her whole family. Ella’s favorite 

Bible story is Jonah and the Whale and 

favorite church memories are those that 

involved helping younger kids. 
 

 
 

Jesus said, “I 
am the way, 
and the truth, 
and the life. 
No one comes 
to the Father 
except through 
Me.” John 14:16 

 

HAILEY is the daughter of Beth and 

Ryan Henry and little sister to Alex and 

Natalie. Hailey has been active in both 

dance and softball at school. 
 

 
 

I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes. 
Romans 1:16 

May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hope. 
Romans 15:13 



OUTDOOR SERVICE AND FAMILY 

FUN DAY ON AUGUST 8 
At the present time, plans are being made to have 

the outdoor service and family fun day at the 

Borseth’s on Sunday, August 8.  Watch future 

newsletters for more detail.    

AITKIN COUNTY FAIR – JULY 7 - 10 
Have you heard the news? Aitkin  

County Fair is back in 2021!  

This year the fair will run from  

July 7 – July 10.  
 

Details are still being decided,  

but St. John’s will have a booth  

again and we will need your help to help share our 

church with the community. In 2019, our booth was 

voiced as one of the friendliest and kid-friendly booths at 

the fair! We will keep you posted on ways to serve as 

we get closer to the date. 
 

CHURCH PICTORIAL CORRECTION 
Many of you have received your pictorials. 

However, we have discovered that a family was 

accidently left out, and are working to correct the 

mishap. If you have taken your pictorial from your 

church mail box we will be putting a sticker in your 

box that you can add to the member page that 

includes the family accidently left out. We will be 

adding the picture to all other books and putting 

them in mailboxes of families who have 

participated. Pew books were corrected before 

they went to print and will be in the pews soon.  



LOOKING FOR A WAY TO SERVE AT CHURCH? 
We are looking for volunteers in several areas to serve at church. Prayerfully 

consider helping us in the following areas: 

SCRIPTURE READERS: 
We need lay members to read the first two lessons at worship.  If 

you would be willing to be one of the readers, contact Debbie 

Schultz at 218-927-6250. 

FELLOWSHIP SERVERS: 
Once again, volunteers are needed to serve coffee after the 9:00 a.m.  

service. The food should be simple, easy to eat, and can be bought  

at a store or homemade (no nuts please). If you are able to serve a  

Sunday, please sign up on the sheet posted in the fellowship hall.   

We ask all who stay for fellowship try to maintain social distancing. 

ST. JOHN’S TO SERVE COMMUNITY MEAL 
St. John’s will be providing dessert for the community 

meal on June 7th.  If you would like to help with this or 

for more information contact Joy Janzen (927-6119). 

BE PART OF A NEW ERA – BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICE 
We are looking for people to form a new committee to create a  

“Blended Worship” service. What does a blended worship  

service look like? It simply means incorporating different,  

more contemporary, Christian music into a worship service. We  

need people to help shape this idea and make it a reality for St.  

John’s. Contact Paul Zenke if you are interested. 



St. John’s 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH WORSHIP 

AVAILABLE ON-LINE AND ON THE RADIO 
 

Not able to worship at church each Sunday? St. John’s worship is on 

YouTube, Facebook, on or website (www.stjohnaitkin.org), and on KKIN-

94.3FM each Sunday morning at 8:00 am. Stay connected to God no matter 

where you are! 

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin St. John’s Lutheran Church - Aitkin 

PLEASE WELCOME  THE  BLUMES 
Please welcome and introduce yourselves to our 

newest members, Robert & Lisa Blume who have 

transferred from Lord of Glory Lutheran in Elk River. 

We welcome you both to St. John‘s Lutheran Church! 

WITH SYMPATHY & PRAYERS  
Stanley “Stan” Van Epps, age 73, of Aitkin passed 

away unexpectedly on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 

his home. Funeral services will be held at St. John’s 

Lutheran Church on Saturday, May 1 at 1:00 pm. 

Visitation will begin at 11:00 am. 

Did you know there are now four ways to financially support the work we do at St. 

John’s Lutheran Church?  That’s right… Sunday offering plate, mail your check to St. 

John’s Lutheran Church, or give on-line (visit our website at www.stjohnaitkin.org for 

more information). Thank you for your continued support of our church. 



Brittany Peterson  May 01 

Grace Anderson  May 01 

Sampson Perrine  May 02 

Kailey Plekkenpol  May 02 

Bill Thompson            May 02 

Christina Harmon            May 03 

Monica Moore            May 04 

Mark Splittstoser           May 04 

Lola Ann Weimer            May 04 

Elizabeth Hill             May 05 

Amanda Boettcher             May 05 

Quinten Crowther  May 07 

Robin Van Horn           May 07 

Chris Wold             May 07 

Carol Shields             May 08 

Brandon Wold           May 08 

Ashley Gibbons  May 09 

Jeff Larson             May 10 

Gene Pagels             May 11 

Chloe Othoudt  May 12 

Roy Van Horn          May 12 

Trevor Borseth          May 15 

 

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please notify 

the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 

Blessings on your special day! 

Stephani Nelson  May 17 

Danelle Tibbetts           May 17 

Jeff Van Horn           May 17 

Werner Panning          May 19 

Tracie Becker          May 20 

Mallory Weimer  May 20 

Greg Landrus            May 21 

Mike Quale             May 21 

Jeff Benson             May 22 

Joseph Bender           May 23 

John Bender             May 23 

Gretchen Buhlmann           May 24 

Muriel Kingsley  May 24 

Cassa Ruschmeier           May 25 

Roger Goff III             May 26 

Jim Shirilla             May 28 

David Wilke             May 28 

Jason Wold             May 28 

Peyton Niemeyer  May 29 

Evelyn Panning           May 29 

Steve Wold             May 30 

Rodney Larson           May 31 

 



NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 We recently received the following from James and Christel Neuendorf: 

‘Every other month, we as a congregation have an opportunity to gather food and assemble 

for the seniors in our community. There were three places we were making connections with 

prior to the earthquakes but are still under construction. However, there is another 

independent living community that is two blocks from our church that was damaged too (you 

can still see large cracks) but still inhabitable. As a congregation and team we were able to 

bring the residents a few grocery bags and begin to get to know the people and the 

administration. We are praying for more opportunities to visit and provide some activities for 

them.  

For Lent this year, we mailed out the CPTLN (Lutheran Hour) Lenten devotional to around 

150 people that we have made contact with over the last year. We added a visual faith 

component of prayer spaces (Lenten Path). Ruth Maita and I then used the Lenten Path as 

a guide for our online Friday art classes on Facebook.   

This month, CPTLN Director, Yaritza Rosa, and Evangelist William were kind enough to 

have Kate Phillips (Domincian Deaconess Intern) and myself on their bi-weekly radio 

program, Café con Fe. This radio show has been a great opportunity to reach out to the 

community of Mayaguez and provide them with spiritual care resources.  

Ruth and I continue with our Friday online art classes but are continuing to add in-person art 

               events. It has been a great opportunity to gather women together for 

                  a time of fellowship as well as to open up our churches and invite  

             the community in.  This month we  

                made some melt and pour soap! 

 

         

         

        If you would like to give toward 

        the support of our Together in  

        Mission Missionaries please  

        place your offering in an  

        envelope marked “Together in  

        Mission.” 

 


