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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

January 1, 2021 

New Year’s Day 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
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C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 40:6–8; antiphon: 40:16 

May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great is 

the LORD!” 

Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, but you have given 

me an open ear. 

Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 

Then I said, “Behold, I have come; 

in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 

I desire to do your will, O my God; 

your law is within my heart.” 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great is 

the LORD!” 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to 

the Law and caused Him to shed His blood on our behalf. 

Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts 

may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Numbers 6:22–27 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his 

sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall 

say to them, 
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The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 

you; 

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will 

bless them.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  Galatians 3:23–29 

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, 

imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, 

the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we 

might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are 

no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 

God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you 

are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Luke 2:21 

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was 

called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 

conceived in the womb.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
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     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

       Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

       and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text – Luke 2:21   

    Theme – Jesus, Our Savior 

When our son was born, my wife and I were asked whether 

or not we wanted him to be circumcised.  It was up to us whether 

or not to have it done.  That wasn’t the case for Mary and Joseph.  

On the eighth day after His birth, Jesus had to be circumcised.  

There was no question about it.  It was the Law (Leviticus 12).  It 

was done as Abraham had been instructed (Genesis 17). 

We have a choice in the matter of circumcision because we 

no longer must live according to the ceremonial laws of the Old 

Testament.  Jesus had to be circumcised, though, if He hadn’t 

been circumcised He couldn’t have been our Savior.  It wasn’t so 

much that that the physical act was so important.  What was 

important was the word and promise of God attached to the act.  

In the Old Testament, God had promised that this simple act of 
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faith would bind a child to Him.  That’s what made circumcision 

so important. 

So, Jesus, our Savior, is circumcised.  His mother and 

step-father saw to it.  It is all so that the words we heard in last 

Sunday’s Gospel lesson would be true.  In Galatians 4:4-5 it says, 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 

Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

sons.”  Jesus had to fulfill the Law, every bit of it.  He did what 

you and I are unable to do.  That way He could offer His perfect 

life as the sacrifice for our imperfect lives.  If He hadn’t fulfilled 

the Law, He would have been a sinner just like you and me.  And 

He couldn’t have been our Savior. 

So, you see on this the eighth day after we celebrated the 

birth of Jesus we not only give thanks that our Savior was born, 

but we give thanks that He shed His blood for us, not only on the 

cross, but also when He was circumcised.   

Though circumcision is an option for us, there is an act that 

is not.  It is the New Testament equivalent of circumcision.  It is 

not a circumcision of the flesh, but of the heart; it is the 

circumcision of the Spirit (as we prayed about earlier).  This 

circumcision of the heart is Holy Baptism.  Like circumcision in 

the Old Testament, the physical act of baptism isn’t important in 

itself.  It is the word and promise of God attached to that water 

that makes it so important.  He commands us to baptize all 

nations into His Name and He promises that this simple act of 

faith will bind all who are baptized to Him.  And with every child 

(or teen, or adult!) that is baptized, Jesus is still living up to His 

Name.  Remember His name, Jesus means “Savior.”   

So today we can remember our baptisms, even as today 

we remember the Circumcision of our Lord.  The simple act of 

circumcision was God’s way of pointing the faith of Old Testament 

people to the promise of a Savior given to Abraham.  The Old 
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Testament people were to look to the future, to the descendant of 

Abraham who would be the Savior.   

In the same way, the simple act of baptism points the faith 

of the New Testament Church back to the promise of the Savior 

fulfilled – a Savior come to wash away our sin.   

Yes, the name “Jesus” means “Savior.”  That is the name 

officially given Him on day He was circumcised.     

Jesus is our Savior and because He is when we are baptized 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, all 

of His blessings and promises become ours.   When we are 

joined to Him, though, one day, we will die physically, our physical 

death will not be that important.  For we will also rise to life, as 

our Savior rose to life; we will rise with our bodies and He rose 

with His, never to die again.   

And so in a world filled with turmoil and strife, filled with 

sin and death, filled with uncertainty, doubts, and fears … Jesus, 

our Savior gives us peace.  It is as we heard in our Old Testament 

lesson today and as we will hear at the end of our service.  He has 

come to bless and keep us.  He has come and made His face 

shine upon us.  He has come with His grace and forgiveness for 

us.  That’s why there is peace.  It is the peace of which the 

angels sang on Christmas night.  We have peace with God in our 

Savior; and if we have peace with God, then with His help we can 

have peace in our hearts and peace with each other. 

And so as the calendar has turned to a new year – a new 

year that will be filled with changes and challenges – one thing will 

not change: Jesus is our Savior.  We have been made already new 

in Him.  With a new that never wears out.  Not just a new year, 

but a new life, to live forever in Him. So matter what this New Year 

brings, that will make this a truly Happy New Year.  AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord God, Eternal Father and Giver of every good gift, we 

commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year that just ended. 

Forgive us our sins where we have done wrong, work in our hearts 

true repentance and faith, and redeem us from all the evil and 

hurts of this past year. You have shown us hard times and exposed 

many idols among us; yet, if we are faithless, Christ remains 

faithful and will not deny Himself. Help our unbelief, that we may 

know nothing can separate us from Your love in Christ Jesus.  

We give thanks to You for the many mercies and gifts You 

showered upon us in this past year. You have given life, healed 

and comforted. You have provided for our spiritual and physical 

well-being. You are the Lord of life and take care of us every day. 

All this You have done, not because of any merit in us, but only 

out of Your love for us in Jesus, our Savior. Comfort and sustain all 

Your children who suffer from any sickness, need or affliction.  

You have preserved this congregation in the faith for 

another year. We give You thanks for Your blessing and guidance. 

Grant that, by Your grace, we may continue to serve You in this 

place. Preserve the preaching and teaching in this place so it is 

faithful to Your Word, ensure that Your Holy Sacraments are 

administered according to Your commands and promises, and 

help us to reach out in love to this community.  

Hear our prayers for our nation and its government. 

Preserve our republic, we implore You. Give health and 

competence to those who serve in positions of authority and 

those newly elected. Protect those who serve in the line of danger 

for our safety, and give peace in our time.  

We commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to 

come. Until You bring this life on earth to an end, guard and guide 

us by Your strong arm. Lead us according to Your Word, and 

renew in us clean hearts that trust You and show love toward our 

neighbors.  
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In this new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit, that 

we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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