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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

December 6, 2020 

Second Sunday in Advent 

Order of Worship (Online) 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 
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the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7; antiphon: Ps. 80:3 

Restore us, O God; 

let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a 

flock! 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

it took deep root and filled the land. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; 

let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Restore us, O God; 

let your face shine, that we may be saved!  

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of 

Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be 

enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 40:1–11 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

double for all her sins. 

A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades 

when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 
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O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

“Behold your God!” 

Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

and gently lead those that are with young.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  2 Peter 3:8–14 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the 

Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 

as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 

repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 

and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 

heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 

earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort 

of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 

godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day 

of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire 

and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 

burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new 
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heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 

diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at 

peace.   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 1:1–8 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God. 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

who will prepare your way, 

the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,’” 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming 

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all 

the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to 

him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate 

locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me 

comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have 

baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living     

        and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text – Isaiah 40:1-11   

            Theme – “Listen to His Messengers” 

Jeremy Cowart is a celebrity photographer who has 

taken pictures of stars like Carrie Underwood and Brad 

Paisley.  There is something else about Jeremy Cowart that 

you should know and that is this:  he is a Christian.   
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One of the pictures he has taken does not have any 

famous people in it.  It is just two young people who happen 

to be standing in front of a mural at the entrance to St. 

Michael’s Church in Kiev, Ukraine.  The two young people 

seem to be oblivious to what is behind them.  What is 

behind them is a beautiful mural depicting the heavenly 

host.  It is the same heavenly host who announced our 

Savior’s birth to those shepherds who were watching their 

sheep near Bethlehem.  In the mural, though, the angels are 

not in the “heaven” we could also call the night sky.  No, in 

the mural the angels are pictured in the “heaven” where the 

throne of God is.  There are so many angels that you cannot 

make out all of their faces.   

In the picture, behind those two young people in front 

of the mural are all those angels.  If they would just turn 

around, they would see them.  Let me tell you:  what we see 

in this picture is what we often see in our lives.  We can be so 

preoccupied with living our lives that we forget that behind 

us are God’s angels, maybe not an army of angels, that is 

what a “heavenly host” is, but there is at least one, if not 

more, angels who are watching over us. 

Our text for today comes from the book of Isaiah.  

Early on the prophet, himself, had seen a vision of angels.  

The angels were above the throne of the LORD (Isaiah 6:2).  

When Isaiah saw all these angels surrounding the LORD 

sitting on His throne, Isaiah said, “Woe is me! For I am lost; 

for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of 

a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, 

the LORD of hosts!” (Isaiah 6:5). 
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That’s when one of the angels brought a message from 

the LORD to Isaiah.  That is certainly fitting because the word 

“angel” means “messenger.”    The message was in the form 

of an object lesson as the angel took a burning coal and 

touched it to Isaiah’s lips and said, “Behold, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin 

atoned for” (Isaiah 6:7). 

After that, the LORD asked, “Whom shall I send and 

who will go for us? To which Isaiah responds, “Here am I! 

Send Me” (Isaiah 6:8).After that the LORD tells Isaiah to go 

and bring His message to His people (Isaiah 6:9) 

In our text for today, we hear one of those messages 

that God wanted Isaiah to bring to His people.  The message 

begins with these words, “Comfort, comfort my people, 

says our God” (Isaiah 40:1).   

This is a message for Isaiah because God is telling him, 

not once, but twice, to bring a message of comfort.  The 

thing we might miss is this:  this message is not just for 

Isaiah.  I say that because the Hebrew command that is 

translated by the word “Comfort” is a plural form.  That’s why 

the old King James Version translates this verse this way, 

“Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people” (Isaiah 40:1 KJV).  

The old English word “ye” means “you all.”  Maybe a better 

way to translate this verse into modern English might be “All 

of you, comfort my people.”  What that is telling us is that 

Isaiah is not the only messenger of comfort that God is 

going to send.  God is going to send others.   

We hear about one of those messengers in our Gospel 

lesson for today.  There we hear about John the Baptizer.  He 

is the one our text is pointing to when it says, “A voice cries: 
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“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God” (Isaiah 40:3). 

John proclaimed “a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). Repentance is something 

we need to do.  That’s because we are like Isaiah.  “For [we 

are] lost; for [we are people with] unclean lips, and [we] 

dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5).  

For that reason we might be tempted to say, “Woe is me.”   

But, besides preaching a baptism of repentance, John 

also pointed to one who was “mightier” than him who 

would baptize with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:7-8).  That One, of 

course, is Jesus who was sent by His Father to die for our sin.  

Through Him we have the forgiveness of sins.  That’s 

because He died and rose from the dead and then ascended 

into heaven to be seated on the heavenly throne.   

Jesus rules and continues to send messengers to bring 

comfort to His people.  We might call these messengers 

“Pastor.”  Or, we might call these messengers “Mom” or 

“Dad” or just “Friend.”    With the help of the Holy Spirit, 

these messengers point to Jesus who fulfills the closing 

words of our text:  “Behold, the Lord GOD comes with 

might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is 

with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend 

his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 

arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead 

those that are with young” (Isaiah 40:10-11). 

As the Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts, we have 

been gathered into the arms of our Shepherd.  Angels 

surround us and we are told “All of you, comfort my people.”   



10 

 

When we take a closer look at Jeremy Cowart’s 

photograph it is interesting to see how there is one angel 

that is carrying a lily.  In the other hand, the angel holds a 

staff, and his forefinger is extended. It seems to be pointing 

to the young man in front of him, standing there, staring off 

into the distance. 

In Renaissance art, one angel who often carries a lily is 

Gabriel. Gabriel is the angel God sent to Mary to announce 

that she would bear God’s Son.  God sent His Son into this 

world for individual people, like this young man. Though 

there are many people who may not be paying attention to 

God, to be sure, God is paying attention to them. He sent His 

Son to forgive their sins; He sends His angels and the 

prophets and pastors and others to reach out to them.  God 

wants to send you, too, to be a messenger, to share the 

good news of Jesus with others.  AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be 

saved! As You led Joseph like a flock, so now by Your Son 

lead us into straight paths. Bring us out of the bondage of 

our sins and plant us securely in Your eternal promises.  

Almighty God, in Your blessed patience, You send Your 

prophets and apostles, pastors and teachers in all times, that 

sinners would not perish but rather reach repentance and 

find comfort in Your Word, which alone will stand forever. 

Preserve the servants of Your Church. Give to our 
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congregation and all congregations an increase of hope, that 

we may await the revealing of the new heavens and new 

earth in lives of holiness and godliness, diligent to be found 

without spot or blemish and at peace 

Holy Lord, preserve Your gift of marriage against the 

ravages of sin, the schemes of the devil and the raging of the 

world. Bless the couples and families of our congregation.. 

Strengthen them in love and care for one another, and 

establish them on the foundation of Your Word. God of all 

comfort, Your Word alone endures forever. The nations of 

the world come and go before You. Even kings and rulers are 

like grass before Your breath. Preserve us from placing our 

trust in princes and mortal men. Give us leaders who will rule 

after Your good pleasure, keeping order and protecting life, 

that we may live in godly quietness and honesty. Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord of hosts, graciously regard all for whom we pray 

[especially _____________].  

Heavenly Father, You once prepared the way of Your 

only begotten Son through the preaching and baptism of 

John. Prepare now Your baptized Christians with true 

repentance and faith that seeks the forgiveness of sins. 

Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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