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PRAY FOR THOSE IN HIGH POSITIONS

The election is upon us. Some of you may have already voted; some will be doing it

by mail in the coming days; some will do it the old-fashioned way and go to the polls

to vote. I am guessing most of us will be happy when it is over because we are

tired of all the negative ads.

As we near this year’s election and move past it, I have a suggestion to make.

Really it is not my suggestion, but the Lord’s suggestion as He inspired the Apostle

Paul to write the following words: “First of all, then, I urge that supplications,

prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings

and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life,

godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight

of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the

knowledge of the truth.”

The suggestion is this: Pray! Pray for our nation as its citizens' vote; pray for the

candidates; pray for those elected to high and maybe not so high positions. Even if

the one elected is not the one you voted for, pray for that person. Pray that the

decisions they make will allow us to live a “peaceful and quiet life.” We want to

be able to do that so that we can have opportunities to share God’s Word with

others. Remember, God “desires all people to be saved and come to the

knowledge of the truth.”

Because of that desire to save, God gave His only Son to die on the cross. On the

cross, Jesus prayed for those in high and not so high positions who were

responsible for Him hanging on the cross when He said, “Father, forgive them, for

they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). Of course, it wasn’t just Pontius Pilate

and the Jewish ruling council who were responsible for Jesus hanging on the cross.

Each and every one, because of our sin, was responsible for Him being there. That

means He was praying for us when He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know

not what they do.”

Forgiveness is a part of the salvation that we have through Jesus. We know that

we can have His forgiveness because that’s what God’s Word has told us. We

know that we have His forgiveness because we believe that Word. And, we want

others to have that forgiveness, too. That’s why we pray for those in authority;

that’s why we pray for all people. We want to have the kind of lives in which we will

have opportunities to share God’s Word with others.



Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
for his steadfast love endures forever! 

1 Chronicles 16:34

November reminds us that in all situations we need to give thanks to the

Lord. With Thanksgiving approaching St. John’s is once again collecting

non-perishable food items for the Aitkin Food Shelf throughout the month

of November. We have set a goal of collecting 600 items.

If you wish to donate towards this cause, please bring in your items and place them in

the cornucopia display at the front of the church (or if you would like, an usher can help

you). Thanks for making a difference in the lives of others!

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE

All are invited to join us for a Thanksgiving Day worship service on 

November 26 at 9:00 am. On that day we will remember 

that “It is Right to Give Him Thanks and Praise.”  May 

we give thanks to God for all His good gifts 

throughout the whole year!



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY SCHOOL BIBLE STORIES AVAILABLE ON-LINE
Did your child miss a week of Sunday School? We can help with that. 

Each week our Sunday School Bible portion of the lesson is recorded    

are available for viewing on Facebook, our website, and on YouTube 

(search St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin). We are currently 

exploring the New Testament 

and walking with Jesus on His                

journey to the cross and 

beyond. We invite all children    

to hear God’s Word, even 

when they can’t be with us in 

person.

FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS 

RECEIVE BIBLES
Each year during Sunday School, St. John's

distributes personalized "Faith Alive" Bibles

to incoming 4th grade students. This year

we presented Bibles to Linzy, Peyton, and

Ben on Sunday, September 27. Our kids

look forward to this very special day. The

Bibles are used in Sunday School, as well

as Confirmation. We hope that these Bibles

will continue to be a guide for the

children throughout their lives.

Thank you to those who have donated to Sunday School to make gifts like this possible
for our children.

ACT: HELPING HANDS
A huge thank you to our youth who pulled together and joyfully 

delivered meals to the community during the St. John’s Annual 

Chicken Dinner on Friday, September 25th. We are so thankful 

and proud of our young people for lending a helping hand 
during this event. THANK YOU!



PICTURE DELIVERY 
INFORMATION
Thank you to everyone who participated in

the recent St. John’s Lutheran Church

Pictorial Directory. If you ordered photos

from Duane’s Photography or opted to

receive only the 8X10, he will be calling you

when your photos are ready for pick-up.

These will all be ready before Christmas.

Everyone who participated in the directory,

either in the form of a photo taken by Duane

or you emailed a photo to the church will

also receive a free St. John’s Pictorial

Directory. Directories will be distributed at

church. Watch for more information. Again,

thank you to everyone who participated. We

are excited to have updated directories with

our new families included.

St. John’s

ST. JOHN’S HAS A 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL
With the world being as it is right now, some

of you may not be comfortable coming to

church to worship each week or send your

children to Sunday School. Perhaps you

just live too far away. We get it… that’s why

St. John’s is now on YouTube! Each week

you can watch Pastor Becker’s sermon and

watch the Sunday School Bible stories (a

featfeature for our little ones and adults, too). We will have other special sermons and songs

available soon. Search for St. John’s Lutheran Church of Aitkin to find us. We want to
keep everyone connected to God’s Word and this is one way we can do that!



WAYS YOU CAN GIVE

Mail your checks to us at:

St. John's Lutheran Church

324 3rd Street NW

Aitkin, MN 56431

Visit our website at 

www.stjohnaitkin.org

and give online through 

a secure portal

1) Download the free GivePlus app 

from the App store or Google Play

2) Find St. John's Lutheran Church 

by our name or zip code (56431)

3) Donate using your checking 

account

Did you know there are now four ways to financially support the work we do at St.

John’s Lutheran Church? Please consider one of the below options to give.

Visit our website at www.stjohnaitkin.org for more information. Thank you for your

continued support of our church.

Financially supporting St. John’s

Sunday worship 

offering plate

Thank you for your continued support!

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
AT ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. 
Register at: www.redcrossblood.org

Did you know that in the U.S. someone needs blood every two seconds? Or that more

than 38,000 blood donations are needed every day to keep up with those in need?

Once again St. John’s Lutheran Church, along with the Aitkin Lions is hosting a

blood drive on Monday, November 2 (12pm – 6pm) and Tuesday, November 3 (1pm

– 6pm). Register on-line at www.redcrossblood.org.

Now, more than ever all blood types are needed.

Be a hero to someone in need… your blood can

save up to three people who need it to live.



PLEASE BE 

AWARE
Governor Tim Walz 

has ordered masks 

to be worn in indoor 

public spaces across 

Minnesota. 

REQUESTING UPDATES FOR THE 

ST.  JOHN’S 2020 ANNUAL REPORT

It’s that time of year again when we begin updating our annual report and we need your

help. Please review your current information in the 2019 Annual Report. If you have any

updates or changes to your information and have not already contacted the church office,

please call us at 218-927-3170 or email Greta Rose

at gretakrose@gmail.com. Thank you for your

attention to this, as we want to make sure our

information is accurate.

Below is a good check list of things that may need 

to be updated in the 2020 Annual Report.

❑ Preferred contact number (cell phone vs 

landline)

❑ Spelling of all names in family

❑ Home address 

❑ Be sure to check addresses of your children 

who are still members but may not live 

locally.



*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please 

notify the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed.

Blessings on your special day!

Larry Denny November 01

Kylan Hill November 01

David Paulson November 01

Lois Paulson November 02

Trevor Radke November 02

Paige Beaufeaux November 03

Hanna Devries November 03

Richard Futhey November 03

Brian Ruschmeier November 03

Kurt Klicker November 03

Gerald Borgman November 05

Brenda Larson November 05

Lynn Wikelius November 05

Ronald Weimer November 06

Paul Zenke November 06

Matthew Borgman November 07

Evan Redepenning November 07

Owen Redepenning November 07

Jonah Perrine November 07

Jim Urban November 08

Alan K. Cooper November 09

Deanna Bauer November 11

Carla Gamman November 11

Dixie Hunt November 11

Chad Backstrom November 11

Johnathon Arness November 12

Greg Kuehn November 13

Hunter Weinhold November 14

Jeff Peysar November 15

Becky Zenke November 16

Al Schlinger November 17

Greta Rose November 18

Cody Fossum November 19

Judy Fossum November 19

Siarra Espeseth November 20

Braden Bartel-Wagner November 21

George Bender November 22

Conner Quigley November 22

Linda Hejny November 23

Chris Schultz November 25

Randy Greenbush November 27

Connor Rose November 27

Ruth Bender November 28

Amber Peet November 28

Robert Nixon November 29

Julie Solien November 29

Shanna Christian November 30

Rebecca Harrison November 30

Mike Johnson November 30

Wendy Wegner November 30



If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please place your offering in an

envelope marked “Together in Mission.

NEW S FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS
At the end of September we received the following from our mission in Puerto Rico:

The English as a Second Language program has been more than just classes, it has

been an opportunity to make connections, build relationships, and share the love of

Christ with the students. Our online classes have reached many new people across the

Island. As a team we wanted to share the fruits of this outreach and a story about one of

our English students.

This student lives in Ponce and has been very active in our online English classes,

English Bible study, and church services. She was a part of our initial launch of our one-

on-one classes that we offered in May with short-term team volunteers as well as our

summer classes taught by our mission team. After finishing the summer semester of

classes, she reached out to us with these words:

“I am so grateful!! Thanks for all the time you have given to us and the teaching, I have

learned so much!! I will keep in touch, I connect to Sunday service every week at Fuente

de Vida (in the afternoon), last Sunday I watched Pastor Anthony in the morning service

(Principe de Paz). I hope to keep participating in the activities you do. I would like to put

myself at your service as you have done with me. Thanks again and blessings for all of

you”

She later visited with Pastor James and Deaconess Christel in Ponce at their temporary

church location where they met in person for the first time.

Back in May she was paired with short term team volunteer, Hilary Tew, from Hope

Lutheran Church in Wake Forest, North Carolina which led to a wonderful friendship and

opened many opportunities.

One week’s lesson about

baptism sparked a wonderful

conversation between the

two. The student started

asking specific questions

about baptism and other

aspects of the church. Hilary

mentioned that she should
watch Noticias y Buenas



Noticas (News and Good News, the Spanish podcast released weekly by our pastors in

PR).

Hilary, after participating in our one-on-one conversation program, used what she

experienced to create a similar program for the members from her church that are learning

Spanish. Hilary reached out to her partner from the ESL in PR to have Spanish

conversations with her students in NC. Her partner from PR meets online about twice a

month with a couple from her church. The student from PR who at the beginning of May did

not have any connection to the Lutheran Church is now interacting with two different

Lutheran Churches! Relationships are growing with our virtual outreach which creates more

opportunities to share the love of Christ.

NEW S FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please place your offering in an

envelope marked “Together in Mission.

Due to the success of our 5-week 

English conversation pilot program 

during May that paired a native 

English-speaking short-term team 

volunteer with a student in PR, 

another round has started this month 

with new and returning students and 

volunteers. Please pray with us that 

this program continues to produce 

fruit and continues to share the 

love of Jesus with our neighbors 

in Puerto Rico.


