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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

January 10, 2021 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 



2 

 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Is. 42:1a 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

I will tell of the decree: 

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

and the ends of the earth your possession. 

You shall break them with a rod of iron 

and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

Serve the LORD with fear, 

and rejoice with trembling, 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 
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River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 

anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 

baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 

children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 1:1–5 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 

over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the face of the waters. 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

And God saw that the light was good. And God separated 

the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and 

the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the first day.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  Romans 6:1–11 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that 

grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to 

sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life. 
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For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 

shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

We know that our old self was crucified with him in order 

that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that 

we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has 

died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 

that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he 

died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives 

to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 

and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 1:4–11 

   John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were 

going out to him and were being baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 

with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist 

and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, 

“After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I 

have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 

was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up 

out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening 

and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice 



5 

 

came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am 

well pleased.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

       Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

       and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text – Mark 1:4-11  

     Theme – Baptism:  God at Work! 

Years ago, before I became pastor here at St. John’s, I 

was serving a congregation in rural Frazee.  As it happened, 
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I was at a neighboring congregation for some meeting when 

the church secretary there came to me and asked if I could 

take a phone call.  The pastor at that congregation wasn’t 

there at the time and there was a young man on the phone 

who wanted to talk with a pastor.  He had questions about 

baptism.  You see, he and his wife had just had a baby and 

there was a disagreement about whether or not they should 

have their baby baptized.  His wife thought that baptism 

was merely an outward sign of inner faith.  For that reason, 

she thought that they should wait to have their child 

baptized, wait until that child had come to faith.  This young 

man had grown up in the Lutheran faith and he knew that 

their baby should be baptized; what he didn’t know was why 

that baby should be baptized.   

In the phone conversation, I tried to explain to this 

young man that we believe that in baptism God is the One at 

work, not us.  We believe that because that’s what the Bible 

tells us.  Baptism is more than just a sign of a person having 

faith.  Baptism is the gift of God that brings us into His 

family.  Through Baptism, God gives us the gifts of faith, 

forgiveness, and eternal life.   

It wouldn’t surprise me, though, that most of us have 

friends or even family members who have the same view of 

Baptism as this young man’s wife that Baptism as an 

“outward sign of an inward faith.” Today, as we hear about 

the Baptism of Jesus in our text, the thing I want you to 

remember is that in Baptism:  God is at Work 

Our text begins:  “John appeared, baptizing in the 

wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins” (John 1:4). All of a sudden, here 



7 

 

comes John, clothed like an Old Testament prophet. He does 

his work out in the country, out in the wilderness by the river 

Jordan. He spends all of his time in that desolate place 

preaching to the people. And the people! All those people! 

They just keep coming and coming! So John baptizes, one 

after another after another! What does it all mean? God is 

taking action! The time had come for God’s last prophet to 

do what the Lord had planned centuries before: prepare the 

way for the Lord. The promised Savior was about to be 

revealed! 

The fact that so many people were coming out to 

John to be baptized reveals that God was also at work in the 

hearts of the people. Mark emphasizes the movement of the 

great crowds we can picture in our minds by using 

hyperbole: “And all the country of Judea and all 

Jerusalem were going out to him and were being 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins” (Mark 1:5, emphasis added). Yes, this great multitude of 

people shows that God had given John some powerful tools: 

God’s Word and the blessing of Baptism. John’s Baptism 

reveals that God was at work. 

John’s Baptism was not an “outward sign of an inward 

faith.” No, this Baptism was a real Means of Grace. The great 

multitudes coming out to him were not there to show their 

faith and demonstrate that they already had the forgiveness 

of sins. They went out to hear God’s Word and turn to him in 

repentance to receive the forgiveness of sins. Remember 

what it says:  “John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness 

and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). 
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John’s was a Baptism of repentance. The Greek word 

for repentance literally means “to change your mind.” 

Change your mind about your sin! Sin will not bring you 

satisfaction or fulfillment. With every temptation to sin, there 

is always the deception that it will bring something good to 

us, some benefit, some fulfillment. But when we fall into the 

sin, we find the opposite is true. We experience guilt, 

emptiness, and shame.  

We need to change our mind about sin! It only leads 

to pain and ultimately death! At the same time, in 

repentance, we change our mind about God. He gives us His 

Law to help us, to protect us, to bless us. He forbids sin not 

because he is trying to kill our pleasure but to keep us from 

harm. With His help we can change our mind about God! He 

loves you even though we’ve sinned, and He offers us 

forgiveness. 

John’s was a Baptism of repentance “for the 

forgiveness of sins.” The Greek word often translated “for” 

could be translated “for the purpose of.” John proclaimed a 

Baptism of repentance for the purpose of the forgiveness of 

sins. This little word for gives the sense of “leading to.” John’s 

was a Baptism of repentance, leading to the forgiveness of 

sins. All those people who went out to John, responding to 

his preaching, were being baptized for the forgiveness of 

sins. They were receiving God’s grace! 

But there was one exception. “In those days Jesus 

came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John 

in the Jordan” (Mark 1:9). Jesus was the only one among all 

the multitudes of people who came to John for Baptism who 

didn’t need the forgiveness of sins. Jesus is the only one who 
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ever lived who didn’t need to repent. Yes, Jesus’ Baptism was 

different in that sense. But the Baptism of Jesus revealed that 

He was true God who had come to bring our rescue. “You 

are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased” (Mark 

1:11). So the Father’s voice from heaven confirms. Jesus’ 

Baptism reveals that God was at work, keeping His promise 

to send the Savior. 

The Baptism of Jesus marks the beginning of His 

ministry of salvation for us. At His Baptism, Jesus identifies 

with sinners and was anointed to bring good news to all. 

While sinful human beings receive Baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins, the only sinless human who is also God 

received Baptism as the One who would take all sins upon 

Himself. He did that by allowing Himself to be nailed to the 

cross.  It was all so that He could carry the load of all our 

sin.  There He did not receive the commendation of His 

Father, but His rejection and punishment! At that moment, 

the Father was not well pleased with His Son! 

But because Jesus acted to bear our sins in his body 

and took our place under God’s judgment, we have grace 

and mercy. We are blessed with the gift of forgiveness. When 

we were baptized, God is at work, doing amazing things.  

God is at work to save us! God is at works in our Baptism to 

regenerate us—to make us new people, believers in His Son, 

Jesus Christ, the one who saves us. In our Baptism, we are 

not the ones doing anything.  God is the One at work 

making us His beloved sons and daughters, with whom He is 

well pleased!  AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
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C Amen 

Prayer of the Church 

Heavenly Father, You have revealed Your Son to us in 

the wondrous Epiphany in the Jordan. So also You have 

revealed Your name and blessing to us in Holy Baptism, 

declaring us Your beloved heirs. Grant that we may daily die 

to sin and rise to newness of life, living with joy as Your 

baptized children.  

Preserve Your Holy Church here and scattered 

throughout the world. Give steadfast faith to all Christians by 

the preaching of Your Word and through the Holy 

Sacraments, and send laborers into Your harvest. Enliven the 

love of Your saints to bear one another’s burdens and to 

show mercy toward those outside of the Church. Quicken us 

in the hope of eternal life in Christ Jesus.  

Preserve the family, especially all Christian homes. 

Turn husband and wife toward one another in love, equip 

fathers and mothers for their holy duty as teachers of the 

faith, and preserve all children in the saving faith and certain 

promises of their Baptism unto life everlasting.  

Preserve our nation, its leaders and those who serve 

for the good of our people and for their protection. Grant 

peace in our time, O Lord, for You alone fight for us.  

Give comfort and relief to those who are sick, 

depressed, tired, confused or in any need [especially 

_____________]. Watch over all expectant mothers and their 

children, [especially _____________,] that they may have a safe 

delivery and be brought also to the life-giving waters of Holy 

Baptism and Your name.  
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Be with those who are near death, [especially 

_____________,] that they may hear Your Son’s Words of grace 

in their last hour and be confident in their Baptism, where 

You named them Your child.  

Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the fullness of grace at the baptism of 

Your dear Son and, with Your voice, directed us to Him who 

has borne our sins, that we might receive grace and the 

remission of sins. Keep us, we beseech You, in the true faith. 

Since we have been baptized in accordance with Your 

command and the example of Your dear Son, we pray You to 

strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and lead us to 

everlasting life and salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  
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you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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