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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

January 17, 2021 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 40:1–5; antiphon: Ps. 40:10a, b 

I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 

I waited patiently for the LORD; 

he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry  

   bog, 

and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our  

   God. 

Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 

Blessèd is the man who makes the LORD his trust, 

who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray 

after a lie! 

You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds 

and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you! 

I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than  

can be told. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation. 
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Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, who 

governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully 

hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your 

peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  1 Samuel 3:1–10 

Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD 

under Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those days; 

there was no frequent vision. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim 

so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 

The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 

lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 

was. 

Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 

and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But 

he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay 

down. 

And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose 

and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But 

he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now 

Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the 

LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 

And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he 

arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 

me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the young 

man. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he 
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calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant 

hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, 

“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your 

servant hears.”   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  1 Corinthians 6:12–20 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are 

helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be 

enslaved by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and 

the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and 

the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but 

for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the 

Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not 

know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then 

take the members of Christ and make them members of a 

prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he who is 

joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as 

it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who is 

joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from 

sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is 

outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins 

against his own body. Or do you not know that your body 

is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 

from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with 

a price. So glorify God in your body.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel  John 1:43–51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 

Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 

Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom 

Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 

Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 

“Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him 

and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there 

is no deceit!” Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 

me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when 

you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael 

answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 

King of Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, 

‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 

greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Truly, truly, 

I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of 

God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 
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     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and  

        the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Sermon Text –   John 1:43-51 

      Theme – “Shattering the Silence” 

When Malachi the prophet died, the Word of the Lord 

fell silent. No longer was the prophetic Word of the Lord 

heard. The tongues of the prophets were stilled and the 

Word of the Lord was silent for four hundred years. (Pause 

and be silent)  

For some of us, silence makes us uncomfortable. 

That’s why we have the radio or the TV on when we are at 

home. Silence can also make us feel uncomfortable when we 

are at church.  When I was silent, you probably wondered 

what was going on; did the pastor lose his place. It made you 

uncomfortable. The point is, we don’t like silence when we 

expect to hear something. 

Imagine, then, how the people of God must have felt. 

This was no ordinary silence. It was the voice of God that was 

silent for four hundred years. Four hundred years is longer 

than the United States has been a country.  For four hundred 
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years, God was not speaking. 

There have been times when all of us have been alone 

with our thoughts. Sometimes it can be soothing. But if 

silence goes on too long, it can be devastating to the mind 

and heart. Lack of communication destroys marriages, ruins 

friendships, and can end your career, very quickly. It must 

have been terrible for the people of God. Where were His 

prophets? What about God and His promises? If God is 

silent, now, do I have any hope? Are His promises still good? 

Has God abandoned us? It was a terrible silence! 

Then at just the right time, the silence was shattered. 

In the wilderness, the silence was broken just as Isaiah had 

foretold. “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every 

valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 

made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and 

the rough places a plain” (Isaiah 40:3–4). It was John the 

Baptizer preparing the way. He tells people that a greater 

One is coming to gather the wheat and burn the chaff. The 

Messiah is coming, and is even here, John said. Everything 

Moses and the prophets said was coming to pass, right now.  

The Messiah comes, but instead of coming to be a 

terrible judge, He’s a lamb. “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world!” John says (John 1:29). 

The Messiah comes in gentleness; He heals and teaches. In 

lowliness, the Messiah calls disciples and raises the dead to 

life. Gentiles will follow Him; sinners adore Him; little children 

call him “Son of David.” The Messiah loves the lame, the 

mute, the seeing, and the blind. In humility, this Messiah 

touches lepers and washes feet. To be the Lamb of God 
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means to be lowly and gentle and humble to the point of 

death, even death on a cross. 

We need this Lamb. In this world where death rules 

over us, we sinners long for that gentle Lamb, who is also our 

Good Shepherd, because there is an enemy stalking us. From 

the moment we’re born, the enemy is doing his evil best to 

kill us spiritually. Satan’s purpose is to fill our souls with 

darkness and make sin seem like the good, right, and noble 

thing to do. When this happens, we ignore the importance of 

God’s Word for our faith. We ignore our neighbors, turn 

against them, whisper against them, and generally treat one 

another as if they were not someone for whom Christ died. 

When I sin and when you sin, we offend God and His 

holiness. Yes, our sins are no small thing; they’re a personal 

offense against God! There’s no nice way to say it: Sin is a 

God-sized problem, and you and I are nowhere near big 

enough to solve it. If we understand this, we will stand before 

God in silence. 

So, after all those centuries of silence, after our own 

repentant silence, we hear the voice of The Prophet, with a 

capital “T” in The.  We hear the voice of God, Jesus of 

Nazareth. John had pointed to him, told us to listen to Him, 

and now Jesus’ own voice shatters the silence. 

He invited Andrew to come and see, and Andrew did.  

He came and saw; He heard and stayed.  And, he brought his 

brother Simon. Simon heard Jesus call him by a new name, 

Peter, the Rock, and Peter followed. Then Jesus called to 

Philip, “Follow me!” He said (John 1:43) and Philip did. 

Philip heard, and Philip understood. “We have found 

him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
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wrote” (John 1:45).  He told his friend Nathanael that the 

long-promised Messiah had come to the world and 

shattered the silence of the prophets.  

With the birth of Jesus God invades the world and the 

enemy has no chance. This invasion of God is one where the 

only cry is that of a baby being born. There are no hands 

grasping weapons of war, but rather a tiny hand that grasps 

a mother’s hands. No uniforms with medals and general’s 

stars, but rather strips of common cloth to swaddle a 

newborn and a bright, single star to light the way for 

travelers bearing gifts for a king. 

The silence of heaven is broken with Jesus’ infant cries, 

and John’s recognizing him as the Lamb to be slain. The 

Christ will save those who trust in him, just as Moses and the 

prophets said. He will save them by dying for them. We 

cannot fully comprehend the wonder and majesty of the 

baby in the manger unless we embrace the truth that He is 

revealed to be the man on the cross for us sinners. On that 

hill called Calvary, it looked as if Satan had won the battle. 

The Messiah was wounded and nailed. The Son of Mary 

looked to the sky and shouted for His Father, but the heaven 

was silent. 

Then on the third day, the silence was once again 

shattered. It was broken by the sound of an earthquake. The 

silence was broken with the announcement of an angel, “He 

is not here, for he has risen” (Matthew 28:6). Death and the 

grave were no match for this Lamb, this Savior, this Christ. He 

is ours, and He is for us forever. 

After all the centuries of silence, some eagerly hear. 

“We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also 
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the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.” But others answer like Nathanael: “Can anything 

good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). With our God-

sized problem, will we try to hold out for a voice more to our 

liking? 

St. Paul reminds us in Colossians 1:17, “He is before 

all things, and in him all things hold together.” And Jesus’ 

own voice promised Nathanael, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 

ascending and descending on the Son of Man” (v 51). 

What Moses preached and what the prophets declared is the 

final, ultimate, and eternal fulfillment of all God’s promises. 

The Child of Bethlehem redeems you and me.  And soon 

enough, Nathanael, too, believed: “Rabbi, you are the Son 

of God! You are the King of Israel!” (John 1:49). By the 

working of the Holy Spirit you and I also trust Him, and He 

saves us by grace alone through faith.   

Hear the Good News of Jesus and know that the  

silence is shattered!  AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

O Lord, You have called us into the fellowship of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ. By His incarnation and great work of 

salvation, heaven is opened to us in Him. Give us boldness to 

cling to Your faithful call, that Your deliverance would not be 

hidden but spoken freely in all the world.  

Gracious God, preserve Your Church here and 

throughout the world. Send forth laborers into Your harvest 
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and sustain those You have sent, especially our Synod 

president and our district president and our circuit pastors 

and our missionaries serving around the world, especially 

those in Puerto Rico.  Be with the Board and the Staff of 

Lutheran Island Camp in this trying time. Make all Christians 

bold in confession and unwavering in prayer.  

Father, You have given us Your Holy Spirit, making our 

bodies Your temple and knitting us together into the 

mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Give us courage and 

constancy to treasure Your gift of holy marriage. Preserve 

Christians in true chastity: the married in honorable 

faithfulness to one another, and the unmarried in honorable 

purity, for You have bought us with the precious price of 

Your Son’s blood to glorify You in our bodies.  

Almighty God, You are the Lord and You do whatever 

seems good to You. As every lawful authority on earth comes 

from You, uphold in righteousness and health our nation 

with its leaders. Preserve in wisdom and honor, our 

president-elect; our vice-president-elect; our governor; and 

all public servants, including our armed forces, police and 

first responders. Send peace in our time.  

O God, behold in mercy all for whom we pray 

[especially _____________]. Bring healing, comfort, strength, 

patience and certainty to all in need. Receive our thanks for 

Your constant watch and merciful kindness. In every sorrow 

and every joy, do not let our eyes be drawn from the greater 

marvel of Your kindness in Christ Jesus, by whose grace and 

forgiveness alone we receive every blessing.  

Holy Lord, renew the gift of Your Holy Spirit to all who 

hear Your Word this day. Work in us true contrition to 
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lament and abandon our sins, and so to come to You in 

confident faith to receive the forgiveness of sin.   

All these things and whatever else You know that we 

need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose 

again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever. Amen.  

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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