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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

July 18, 2021 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 147:7–11; antiphon: Ps. 145:16 

You open your hand; 

you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

make melody to our God on the lyre! 

He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for the 

earth; 

he makes grass grow on the hills. 

He gives to the beasts their food, 

and to the young ravens that cry. 

His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 

nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, 

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

You open your hand; 

you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your 

goodness, still You provide for all our needs of body 

and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may  
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acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your 

benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 23:1–6 

“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the 

sheep of my pasture!” declares the LORD. Therefore thus 

says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 

who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and 

have driven them away, and you have not attended to 

them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, 

declares the LORD. Then I will gather the remnant of my 

flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and 

I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful 

and multiply. I will set shepherds over them who will care 

for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, 

neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD. 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I 

will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 

reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, 

and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which 

he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle  Ephesians 2:11–22 

 Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, 

called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the 
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circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—  

remember that you were at that time separated from 

Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who 

once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 

one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 

hostility by abolishing the law of commandments and 

ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 

place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us 

both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing 

the hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who 

were far off and peace to those who were near. For 

through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 

Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 

you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 

in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 6:30–44 

The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they 

had done and taught. And he said to them, “Come away by 

yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many 

were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to 
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eat. And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by 

themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized 

them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns and 

got there ahead of them. When he went ashore he saw a 

great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because 

they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to 

teach them many things. And when it grew late, his 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, 

and the hour is now late. Send them away to go into the 

surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 

something to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them 

something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and 

buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to 

them to eat?” And he said to them, “How many loaves do 

you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they 

said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he commanded them all to 

sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in 

groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five 

loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a 

blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the 

disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two 

fish among them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. 

And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and 

of the fish. And those who ate the loaves were five 

thousand men.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

        Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living  

        and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Text – Jeremiah 23:1-6    

       Theme – “Our Righteous King” 

As Americans, we don’t like kings.  We believe that 

government should be “of the people, by the people, and for 

the people.”  As a worldly political policy, we believe that our 

American system of government is good and beneficial. It 

works. For that reason, we don’t like to be told, as we are told in 

our text, that we need a king. 

One thing is for sure:  we don’t need the world’s kind 

of king.  The kings of the world can be incredibly violent and 

murderous.  One can think of all the blood that was shed by 

the kings of ancient Assyria and Babylon, Greece and Rome; in 
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more recent days absolute rulers such as Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot, 

and many others come to mind. 

Kings of the world are typically not righteous; they rule 

in very unrighteous ways; they rule with wicked policies toward 

the people; they also lead the people in wicked ways. The root 

of the problem is this:  kings of the world are self-serving.  

The adage is apt:  “It’s all about power, getting it, and keeping 

it.”  Worldly kings seek their own glory and prestige.  Often 

they don’t care about their people their people’s plight.  

They’re only interested in themselves. 

That shouldn’t surprise us.  Isn’t that the way we all are.  

We do what we want, regardless of who is telling us to do 

otherwise.  We choose to do our own thing; we go our own 

way and that way is always away from God.  We are sheep 

who wander off.  We need a shepherd-king to gather us 

together. 

Ancient Israel shows us what will happen when you 

don’t have a righteous shepherd-king.  In ancient Israel, the 

king was supposed to be a good shepherd who would gather 

his sheep and lead them in the ways of the Lord.  Jeremiah 

states God’s own expectations for God’s kind of king: “Do 

justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the 

oppressor him who has been robbed. And do no wrong or 

violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the 

widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place” (Jeremiah 

22:3). 

A bad king misleads the people and serves only himself.  

Jeremiah condemned the last kings of Jerusalem in his day.  

They attended only to themselves.  They were only 

self-serving.  They built their own magnificent palace but did 

not care for the people by doing what was right before God.  
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Their eyes and heart were oriented toward only their own 

desires.  Their practices consisted of shedding innocent blood 

and practicing violent oppression.  And the worst thing was 

that they led the people away from the true God toward idols.  

They corrupted the people. 

They were supposed to be good shepherds, to rule the 

people in true righteousness, to lead the people in God’s ways, 

and to unite the people to serve the Lord in true unity.  But in 

fact, the corrupt practices of the kings corrupted the people 

and would eventually lead to their dispersion.  Jeremiah 

announced the word of the God of Israel:  “Woe to the 

shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 

pasture” (Jeremiah 23:1).  And in fact, the sheep were 

scattered among the nations.  In 587 BC, Babylon came, 

destroyed Jerusalem and the temple, and exiled the people. 

But God did not end His message there.  Through 

Jeremiah, God announced a wonderful promise of a different 

future.  In the future, God will regather the remnant of His 

flock out of the other lands and bring them back to the 

sheepfold.  Not only that, but they are told that “Behold, the 

days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and 

deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in 

the land” (Jeremiah 23:5). 

In contrast to the wicked and unrighteous kings 

Jerusalem was used to, this future king will be a righteous 

Branch, which will grow into a tree that will bear much fruit.  

This future king will rule wisely and do what is truly righteous.  

He will unite Judah and Israel in salvation and safety.  No 

longer will they fear conquering enemies.  And through the 

messianic King, the gift of righteousness will come to the 
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people from God. The Messiah’s name will be “The LORD is 

our righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:6).  Through the rule of the 

Davidic Messiah, God is the author and source of our 

righteousness. 

Hear the good news!  God fulfills His promises of old.  

He began to restore His exiled people back to the land of Israel 

in 538 B.C. and then more in 457 B.C.  And then, in the fullness 

of time, six hundred years after Jeremiah told of God’s promise, 

God brought that promise to fulfillment.  God sent His 

only-begotten Son to join the human race, to become Israel’s 

human King from the line of David. 

God gave us a righteous Shepherd-King.  And what did 

He do?  During His public ministry in the land of Israel, He had 

compassion on Israel as sheep without a shepherd.  He 

gathered to Himself the lost sheep of Israel.  He did what a 

righteous king was supposed to do.  He had compassion on 

the helpless, the widow, the fatherless, the weak, and the 

overlooked nobodies of the world.  We can read about His 

public ministry in the gospels.  Jesus saw the people of Israel 

as sheep without a shepherd, and He gathered them to Himself.  

He continues to do that even to this day.  Remember how on 

the day of Pentecost, how the Holy Spirit was sent by the 

exalted Messiah Jesus and came upon Israelites who had 

gathered in Jerusalem from around the world. 

God gave us a righteous Shepherd-King.  Jesus is the 

Shepherd-King who unites His people like a shepherd unites 

His sheep.  And, He adds even more to His flock, those 

beyond native Israel.  Through Holy Baptism, He brought us 

into His sheepfold.  He gathers His own from around the 

world and brings us to God, His Father.  Jesus is the 
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Shepherd-King of Israel, who is better than any of the 

preceding kings of Israel. 

In fact, He does something surprising.  This Good 

Shepherd laid down His life for His sheep.  And God raised 

Him up on the third day.  Jesus, now, rules over us by His Holy 

Spirit.  He makes us a part of His flock.  Through Word and 

Sacrament, He nourishes our faith, faith by which we are a part 

of His flock so that we can enjoy the salvation and safety that 

we have under His rule.  We need not fear anything.  After 

those woeful shepherds, we know that He is the “righteous 

Branch [who] shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land” (Jeremiah 

23:5). 

Jesus is the righteous Shepherd-King.  Through Him we 

receive true righteousness from God Himself.  God laid on 

Jesus, the King, our iniquity and sin.  And God reckoned to us 

the righteousness of Jesus, which He achieved by His righteous 

doing and suffering.  By faith, we now stand righteous before 

God.  The true God, is not the source of our righteousness.  

His righteousness has replace your wickedness.  And by His 

Spirit, He promises to lead us in righteous ways. 

We belong to the righteous Shepherd-King of Israel.  

Follow His paths, the righteous paths of our righteous King.  

Wait with eager anticipation for when Jesus comes again in 

glory to gather us and all His flock together into His eternal 

kingdom.  God has given you a righteous Shepherd-King.  

Enjoy by faith His rule now.  Hear the Word faithfully preached 

ad taught by His called undershepherd, your pastor.  Look 

forward to the day of the bodily resurrection when we will see 

our righteous Shepherd-King face-to-face.  AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 
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your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, for Your 

compassion shown in Christ Jesus, the great Shepherd of the 

sheep and the righteous Son of David. Keep us trusting at all 

times in Your right hand, in whom true satisfaction is found. 

We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, that You have 

built one Holy Church on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets with Christ Himself as our cornerstone. Grant unity 

to Your Church on earth through the work of Your Spirit and 

the faithful proclamation of Christ’s reconciling cross. As You 

tore down the dividing wall of hostility between Jew and 

Gentile in Christ, so heal all divisions of doctrine or pride on 

earth, even as Your Church is one before Your throne.  

We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, that You have 

brought us from many families into the household of God. 

Continue to bless all Christian homes, that fathers and 

mothers may faithfully lead their children by word and deed 

to call upon You as Father.  

We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, for our nation 

and its leaders. We ask Your blessing on those who serve in 

civil office, that we may enjoy good government in accord 

with Your commandments. Help us to live in service to our 

neighbors while here, mindful that our true citizenship is in 

heaven.  

We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, for Your 

constant care and all we need to support this body and life. 

Attend in mercy to those in need among us [especially 
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______________]. Free them from dismay and fear by the 

certainty that Christ is their righteousness.  

All these things and whatever else You know that we 

need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose 

again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

       those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

Benediction  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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