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Through Him we have the forgiveness of sin, forgiveness for our sins 

against all the commandments.  Through Him we have freedom.  The 

freedom we have through Him is even better than the freedom of being 

able to sit in any pew in our sanctuary.  The freedom we have through 

as 

 
Him is freedom from slavery to sin, the freedom to serve Him with 

our lives. 

We are now able to use all of the pews in our sanctuary because  

the governor has announced that as of May 28th all capacity and  

distance limits will no longer be in effect.   That means that the physical  

chains (and painter’s tape) that has closed every other pew are gone.   

 

THE CHAINS ARE REMOVED! 

If only it were that easy to remove the spiritual chains that bind us.  I  

am talking about the chains that encircle us because of our sin.  These  

chains are a result of the guilt we have for our sin, whatever that sin might be.  

Maybe it is a sin against the 1st Commandment, as we have been guilty of making 

an idol out of something that God created.  That idol may be ourselves or our 

family.  Maybe we feel guilty about a sin against the 3rd Commandment as we 

have not made worshipping God a priority.  Maybe it is a sin against the 5th 

Commandment as we have not taken care of ourselves or our family as we 

should.  Well, let me tell you, Scripture tells us  the chains of our sin have been 

removed.   
 

To remove the paper chains on the pews, the tape holding them in place had to be 

removed.  To remove the chains of our sin that ties us up, Jesus had to come and 

die for our sin.  And, that is what He did!  He never sinned.  Nevertheless, He 

allowed Himself to be arrested; maybe He was even put into chains, although 

Scripture never specifically tells us that.  What Scripture does tell us is that Jesus 

allowed Himself to be bound to a cross.  He wasn’t chained to the cross; He was 

nailed to the cross.  He did all that to pay the price for our sins.   
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Important information for youth and  their parents to know 

WE ARE THE KNIGHTS OF NORTH CASTLE!  
REGISTER FOR VBS TODAY 
 
 

St. John’s invites children to a castle adventure—the Quest  

for the King’s Armor at Knights of North Castle Vacation Bible 

School! This noble adventure includes exciting new music, 

amazing science, creative crafts, fun recreation, and  

memorable Bible stories that will help children experience  

God’s amazing strength. The adventure runs from Monday, 

August 2 through Friday, August 6, (9:00 am to 11:30 am). 

Registration is now open for VBS at www.stjohnaitkin.org 

LUTHERAN ISLAND CAMP SUMMER CAMP 
Lutheran Island Camp is back in session this summer! 

Camperships are available. The congregation will pay $100 or 

one half of the cost of registration, whichever is greater.  For 

registration materials you can look online at 

www.islandcamp.org.  For more contact Debbie Schultz. 

PROGRAMS FOR OUR YOUNGER STUDENTS 
                                  Jesus said, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them,  

                                   for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Mark 10:14 

                                      Help us continue to grow our children’s programs by   

                                         becoming a part of them. St. John’s is looking for     

                                         dedicated volunteers to help engage our young people  

                                       to grow with Jesus in their hearts. Currently, we are  

                                      looking for VBS volunteers, but will be needing teachers  

                                       for the upcoming Sunday School year this fall. We are  

                                    looking at restructuring the way things are done in order to 

accommodate the needs of our children and volunteers. Be a part of something 
amazing… kids and Jesus! Contact Janice Hawkins with questions or to volunteer. 



CHICKEN DINNER SUCCESSFULLY DELIVERED 

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES! 
We congratulate St. John’s High School Graduates: 

 

Mason Ruschmeier 

Tanner Wold 
 

St. John’s distributed graduation quilts to these students on May 

23 to remind them that they will always be comforted in God’s 

love and that we will continue to pray for them as they start their 

new adventures. 

St. John’s Circle thanks everyone who helped make the 

Chicken Dinner a success. Together, we served 245 meals  

and profited $1910. A donation of $250 will be given to  

ACT for their help and to go towards their 2022 Youth 

Gathering in Houston, TX. We are blessed by an amazing 

congregation and a supportive community. 

CELEBRATING DEBBIE SCHULTZ! 
From all of us at St. John’s we would like to 

give a special shout out and giant “THANK 

YOU” to Debbie Schultz who served over 30 

years in our Sunday School program. It has 

been a pleasure working with you and our kids 

have been blessed with your Bible knowledge, 

enthusiasm, creativity, and countless hours of 

dedication both at church and behind the 

scenes. May God bless you always! 



OUTDOOR SERVICE AND FAMILY 

FUN DAY ON AUGUST 8 
All are invited to attend our summer outdoor 

service and family fun day at the Borseth’s on 

Sunday, August 8. More details will be coming, 

but bring your appetites, fishing pole, and 

swimsuits… it will be a fun day together. 

AITKIN COUNTY FAIR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Have you heard the news? Aitkin County Fair is back in 

2021! This year the fair will run from July 7 – July 10.  
 

In 2019, our booth was reported as one of the friendliest 

and kid-friendly booths at the fair! Once again St. John’s 

will be hosting a double-wide booth to share our church 

and all our programs with the community.  

Mark your calendars! 
This summer is just beginning to 
heat up with some fun events! 

We will be decorating our booth with pictures, as well as hosting a kid’s craft table, 

picture opportunity with a life-sized Goliath, quilt drawing and more! We need your 

help to make this all possible. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex or contact the 

church office to let us know when you can volunteer. We all need Jesus, especially 

after last year… be a part of bringing Him to others at the Aitkin County Fair! 

ST. JOHN’S BAZAAR & BAKE SALE 
We are excited to share that the St. John’s Bazaar & Bake sale is scheduled 

for Saturday, October 9. We will be serving lunch, while guests shop our 

baked good, crafts and produce. We need your creative vibes to begin 

preparing items to sell, as well as help on the day of the event. We will NOT 

have a Grandma’s Attic this year. Watch for more details, but for now start 

crafting! 



Wallace “Wally” L. Orsund, 97, passed away on Friday, May 7, 2021.   
A memorial service will be held at St. John’s on Sunday, June 27 at 1 pm. 

 

Richard “Lee” Futhey, 85, passed away on Wednesday, February 17, 2021.   
A memorial service for him will be held at St. John’s on Saturday,  June 19 at 11 am. 

 

Rev. Ron Tibbetts, 68, passed away on Thursday, April 9, 2020.   
Due to the pandemic the family only was able to have a graveside service at that time.  

 A memorial service for him is being planned for Friday, August 6th at 1 pm.   

HAVE YOU CHECKED YOUR CHURCH 

MAILBOX LATELY? 
Be sure to check your church mailboxes, as we have put 

several items in there this past month. Pictorials have been 

distributed, but for those of you who have already taken  

yours, there is a correction in your mailbox to add to your 

book. Thank you! 

WRAPPING THE COMMUNITY IN LOVE 
Our quilters delivered over 60 quilts to Golden Horizon, First 

Lutheran Food Shelf, Aitkin Health Services, Aicota Nursing 

home (residents were outside enjoying the sunshine and they 

were excited to see our quilts), Riverwood Hospice (we got a 

beautiful thank you from one of the recipients before he died 

and he and the family greatly appreciated our quilt), Riverwood 

Dialysis for the patients as they take dialysis, and HOPE 

(which is our shelter for battered men and women). Our 

quilters  Quilters found it so rewarding to give the quilts to others and the appreciation when 

we receive from giving was unbelievable.   We appreciate all the fabric donated to 

us, but we could use funding to purchase the batting, sheets and thread.  Thank 

you! 



MORE WAYS TO GET INVOLVED AT CHURCH 
Throughout this newsletter, we highlighted ways to volunteer. As a volunteer, you are 

not only helping St. John’s, but you get to know our church family even more.  There 

are so many opportunities to become a greater part of St. John’s by volunteering. 

Prayerfully consider helping us in the following areas: 

SCRIPTURE READERS 
Reading from God’s Word each week is an easy way to 

volunteer. We need lay members to read the first two lessons at 

worship.  If you would be willing to be one of the readers, 

contact Debbie Schultz at 218-927-6250. 

FELLOWSHIP SERVERS: 
Our congregation is a great group who love fellowship after  

church to catch up. An important part of this fellowship is  

serving a tasty treat. We need volunteers to serve coffee  

after the 9:00 a.m. service.  The food should be simple,  

easy to eat, and can be store bought or home made. Please  

avoid anything with peanuts or nuts. If you are able to serve a Sunday, please 

sign up on the sheet posted in the fellowship hall.   

ST. JOHN’S TO SERVE COMMUNITY MEAL 
St. John’s will be providing dessert for the community 

meal on June 7th.  If you would like to help with this or 

for more information contact Joy Janzen (927-6119). 



Amanda Hammerlund        June 01 

Thomas Weimer            June 01 

Trevor Torgerson            June 02 

Thomas Warriner             June 02 

Roland Hill   June 04 

Aaron Woodrow       June 04 

Craig Kennedy          June 06 

Robert Blume   June 08 

Rita Rueger            June 08 

Irene Wedel   June 08 

Kaija Hasskamp        June 09 

Lois Peysar             June 09 

Chad Bartel             June 10 

Tommy Hawkins  June 10 

Devin Larson             June 10 

Natalie Crowther  June 12 

Jacob Erickson         June 12 

Hannah Backstrom  June 13 

 

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please notify 

the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 

Blessings on your special day! 

Cathy Wilke   June 14 

Pastor Becker        June 15 

Daniel Borseth          June 15 

Ruth Ferguson  June 15 

Janice Hawkins  June 16 

Vernon Backstrom    June 17 

Shannon Holm  June 17 

John Holder             June 19 

Cynthia Plekkenpol  June 20 

Tammy Banks           June 20 

Bruce Schultz            June 21 

Greg Larson             June 23 

Cory Lamke             June 24 

Jerry Ruschmeier  June 24 

MaryAnn Holder   June 25 

Jim Schendel  June 26 

Megan Fuller           June 29 

Samantha Cox         June 30 
 



NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 We recently received the following from James and Christel Neuendorf: 

 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! What joy we have that we can continue to announce the good 

news of the resurrection in a world that is bound by death, decay, and despair!  
 

I recently have been doing some reading on Christians facing times of persecution and 

adversity and one thing that has really struck me is the surprising emphasis on joy. The 

stories of the darkest times of persecution by romans or soviets, crushing poverty, 

disaster and starvation, are surprisingly full of references to joy, peace, and happiness. 

It almost seems out of place. Then you notice the very same dynamic in the epistles of 

the apostles who are imprisoned, beaten, persecuted, shipwrecked and starved and you 

realize that this is more than an oddity, it is the secret of suffering.  
 

Christians will live in times of great despair and suffering, indeed they will suffer more 

than anyone, because they have the privilege of suffering not only for evil, but for doing 

good. (1 Peter covers this extensively). Yet, that suffering and these challenges will be 

filled with the joy of knowing that what this evil and fallen world cannot understand is 

that Christians are the ones who are truly free, who cannot be defeated because they 

have an unstoppable and unshakeable kingdom to which they belong. Those who are in 

Christ and who have been rejected by the world are filled with unspeakable and 

unstoppable joy.  
 

Count it as gain when the world hates you and persecutes you 

Easter always jolts us awake to this reality, as we remember that in the midst of this 

world of death, we have the good news that changes everything. Jesus defeated death, 

He lives, and by our union with Him in baptism, we will live also! No one can take away 

our joy, because no one is powerful enough to separate us from Jesus, not because we 

hold on to Him, but because He holds on to us. Our witness is a joyful witness because 

we are the only ones who have good news in a bad news world. 
 

As I write this, I am preparing to leave on a visit to a family who we met through our 

English classes who are suffering and in mourning. What a privilege it is to know that we 

get to bring the good news of the risen Jesus to those who need most to hear it!  
 

Thank you for helping us to share the risen Jesus with the world! 
 

If you would like to give toward the support of our Together in Mission Missionaries please  

place your offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.” 

 


