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L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 17:1–24 

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, propound a riddle, 

and speak a parable to the house of Israel; say, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

A great eagle with great wings and long pinions, rich in plumage of 

many colors, came to Lebanon and took the top of the cedar. He broke 

off the topmost of its young twigs and carried it to a land of trade and 

set it in a city of merchants. Then he took of the seed of the land and 

planted it in fertile soil. He placed it beside abundant waters. He set it 

like a willow twig, and it sprouted and became a low spreading vine, 

and its branches turned toward him, and its roots remained where it 

stood. So it became a vine and produced branches and put out 

boughs. 

“And there was another great eagle with great wings and much 

plumage, and behold, this vine bent its roots toward him and shot 

forth its branches toward him from the bed where it was planted, that 

he might water it. It had been planted on good soil by abundant 

waters, that it might produce branches and bear fruit and become a 

noble vine. 

“Say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its 

roots and cut off its fruit, so that it withers, so that all its fresh 

sprouting leaves wither? It will not take a strong arm or many people 

to pull it from its roots. Behold, it is planted; will it thrive? Will it not 
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utterly wither when the east wind strikes it—wither away on the bed 

where it sprouted?” 

Then the word of the LORD came to me: “Say now to the rebellious 

house, Do you not know what these things mean? Tell them, behold, 

the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and took her king and her 

princes and brought them to him to Babylon. And he took one of the 

royal offspring and made a covenant with him, putting him under oath 

(the chief men of the land he had taken away), that the kingdom might 

be humble and not lift itself up, and keep his covenant that it might 

stand. But he rebelled against him by sending his ambassadors to 

Egypt, that they might give him horses and a large army. Will he thrive? 

Can one escape who does such things? Can he break the covenant and 

yet escape? 

“As I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king 

dwells who made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose 

covenant with him he broke, in Babylon he shall die. Pharaoh with his 

mighty army and great company will not help him in war, when 

mounds are cast up and siege walls built to cut off many lives. He 

despised the oath in breaking the covenant, and behold, he gave his 

hand and did all these things; he shall not escape. Therefore thus says 

the Lord GOD: As I live, surely it is my oath that he despised, and my 

covenant that he broke. I will return it upon his head. I will spread my 

net over him, and he shall be taken in my snare, and I will bring him to 

Babylon and enter into judgment with him there for the treachery he 

has committed against me. And all the pick of his troops shall fall by 

the sword, and the survivors shall be scattered to every wind, and you 

shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 

Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top 

of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its 

young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 

mountain. On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may 

bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under 

it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of 

every sort will nest. And all the trees of the field shall know that I am 

the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up 

the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have 
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spoken, and I will do it.” 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm  Psalm 104 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

    O LORD my God, you are very great! 

You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 
2     covering yourself with light as with a garment, 

    stretching out the heavens like a tent. 
3 He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; 

he makes the clouds his chariot; 

    he rides on the wings of the wind; 
4 he makes his messengers winds, 

    his ministers a flaming fire. 
5 He set the earth on its foundations, 

    so that it should never be moved. 
6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; 

    the waters stood above the mountains. 
7 At your rebuke they fled; 

    at the sound of your thunder they took to flight. 
8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank down 

    to the place that you appointed for them. 
9 You set a boundary that they may not pass, 

    so that they might not again cover the earth. 
10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 

    they flow between the hills; 
11 they give drink to every beast of the field; 

    the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 
12 Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell; 

    they sing among the branches. 
13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 

    the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 
14 You cause the grass to grow for the livestock 

    and plants for man to cultivate, 
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that he may bring forth food from the earth 
15     and wine to gladden the heart of man, 

oil to make his face shine 

    and bread to strengthen man's heart. 
16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, 

    the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 
17 In them the birds build their nests; 

    the stork has her home in the fir trees. 
18 The high mountains are for the wild goats; 

    the rocks are a refuge for the rock badgers. 
19 He made the moon to mark the seasons;[a] 

    the sun knows its time for setting. 
20 You make darkness, and it is night, 

    when all the beasts of the forest creep about. 
21 The young lions roar for their prey, 

    seeking their food from God. 
22 When the sun rises, they steal away 

    and lie down in their dens. 
23 Man goes out to his work 

    and to his labor until the evening. 
24 O LORD, how manifold are your works! 

    In wisdom have you made them all; 

    the earth is full of your creatures. 
25 Here is the sea, great and wide, 

    which teems with creatures innumerable, 

    living things both small and great. 
26 There go the ships, 

    and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it.[b] 
27 These all look to you, 

    to give them their food in due season. 
28 When you give it to them, they gather it up; 

    when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 

    when you take away their breath, they die 

    and return to their dust. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+104&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15591a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+104&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15598b
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30 When you send forth your Spirit,[c] they are created, 

    and you renew the face of the ground. 
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

    may the LORD rejoice in his works, 
32 who looks on the earth and it trembles, 

    who touches the mountains and they smoke! 
33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

    I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

    for I rejoice in the LORD. 
35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth, 

    and let the wicked be no more! 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

Praise the LORD! 

 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 27:27–54 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And 

they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together 

a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right 

hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on 

the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the 

robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They 

compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place 

called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine 

to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 

And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among 

them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him 

there. And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, 

“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified 

with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed 

by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would 

destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are 

the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+104&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15602c
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with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he 

cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now 

from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God 

deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 

And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the 

same way. 

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until 

the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 

voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 

said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took 

a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to 

him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and 

yielded up his spirit. 

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also 

were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 

were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they 

went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and 

those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 

earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, 

“Truly this was the Son of God!” 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Lent Responsory  LSB 231 

L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise 

against me. 

L In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise 

against me. 

L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise 
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against me. 

 

Sermon:  Text – Ezekiel 17:1-24 

 Theme – Tree of the Lord’s Planting 

Antiphon (Common)  LSB 231 

L Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Magnificat  LSB 231 

C My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my 

Savior; 

! for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 

@ For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

! For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His 

name; 

@ and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to 

generation. 

! He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in 

the imagination of their hearts. 

@ He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted 

the lowly. 

! He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 

empty away. 

@ He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as 

He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his seed forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

Kyrie  LSB 233 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 233 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
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     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for Peace  

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus  LSB 234 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  LSB 234 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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