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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Aitkin, Minnesota 

October 10, 2021 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

ONLINE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit Ps. 112:3–6; antiphon: Ps. 112:1 

Praise the LORD! Blessèd is the man who | fears the LORD,* 

who greatly delights in his com- | mandments! 

Wealth and riches are | in his house,* 

and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 

Light dawns in the darkness for the | upright;* 

he is gracious, merciful, and | righteous. 

It is well with the man who deals generous- | ly and lends;* 

who conducts his affairs with | justice. 

For the righteous will nev- | er be moved;* 

he will be remembered for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Praise the LORD! Blessèd is the man who | fears the LORD,* 

who greatly delights in his com- | mandments! 

Collect of the Day  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and 

follows us, help us to forsake all trust in earthly gain 

and to find in You our heavenly treasure; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 

Seek the LORD and live, 

lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, 

and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel, 

O you who turn justice to wormwood 

and cast down righteousness to the earth! 

They hate him who reproves in the gate, 

and they abhor him who speaks the truth. 

Therefore because you trample on the poor 

and you exact taxes of grain from him, 

you have built houses of hewn stone, 

but you shall not dwell in them; 

you have planted pleasant vineyards, 

but you shall not drink their wine. 

For I know how many are your transgressions 

and how great are your sins— 

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

and turn aside the needy in the gate. 

Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a 

time, for it is an evil time. 

Seek good, and not evil, 

that you may live; 

and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

as you have said. 

Hate evil, and love good, 

and establish justice in the gate; 

it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 

will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle  Hebrews 3:12–19 

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 

unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living 

God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is 

called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 

deceitfulness of sin. For we share in Christ, if indeed we 

hold our original confidence firm to the end. As it is said, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not 

all those who left Egypt led by Moses? And with whom was 

he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who 

sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom 

did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to 

those who were disobedient? So we see that they were 

unable to enter because of unbelief.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  Mark 10:17–22 

As [Jesus] was setting out on his journey, a man ran up 

and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what 

must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one 

is good except God alone. You know the commandments: 

‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do 

not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father 

and mother.’” And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have 

kept from my youth.” And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, 

and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you 
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have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow me.” Disheartened by the saying, 

he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father  

      Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

      and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon Text – Mark 10:17-22    

  Sermon Theme – “Follow Jesus to Life” 
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“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 

life” (Mark 10:17)?  

I wonder why the man that we hear about in our text 

asked that question.  Maybe something had happened 

which scared him, something that made him think about 

eternal life.  Maybe one of his parents had recently died.  

Maybe someone his age, a good friend perhaps, had died 

expectantly.  Maybe he had just gotten tested for COVID 

and it came back positive.  Things like that make you think 

about death and what one might have to do to inherit 

eternal life. 

By all accounts the man was living a good life.  That’s 

true materially and morally.  The man was wealthy.  We are 

told that at the end of our text (Mark 10:22).  The man was 

also a good person who for the most part had obeyed the 

commandments.  At least that is what the man claims (Mark 

10:20). 

Neither one of those things, however, makes one 

immune from experiencing death.  Wealthy people die 

every day; good people die every day.  It is enough, 

perhaps to make us wonder if there is anything we can do in 

the here and now to make sure that when I die I will go to 

the hereafter.   

There is another option as to why the man asked, 

“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Sometimes 

people like this man, who seem to have it all, feel as though 

something is missing in their lives.  We often hear about 

wealthy people and popular people who turn to things like 

drugs to make the emptiness they are feeling go away.  

Sometimes, we even hear how they have taken their own 
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lives and we wonder, “Why?” They seemed to have had it all.  

For some reason they were so desperate to find whatever 

they thought was missing from their lives that they thought 

death looked good. 

The man in our text did the right thing.  He went to 

Jesus.  That’s where we should go when we are dealing with 

questions and feelings of emptiness.      

He asks Jesus, “Good Teacher, what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?”  At first, Jesus seems to scold the man 

for calling Him “good.”  Jesus said, “Why do you call me 

good? No one is good except God alone.”  I am sure the 

man didn’t understand what Jesus was getting at when He 

said those words.   

What Jesus said next, though, might have made the 

man feel good.  “Do not murder, Do not commit 

adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 

defraud, Honor your father and mother” (Mark 10:19).  

He had done all of these things from the time he was a little 

boy.  Or, so he thought! 

Because Jesus loved this man, He wanted him to know 

that there is at least one thing lacking.  Jesus tells the man, 

“go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 

I want to make something clear here.  The man’s 

problem was not his wealth.  It is not wrong to be rich.  

What’s wrong is when we make the things of this world our 

god.  

In the Epistle for today from the book of Hebrews, we 

have an example of this.  It makes reference to the people 

of Israel who had left Egypt and were traveling through the 



8 

 

wilderness.  The thing we may not remember about that is 

that when they left Egypt they were fabulously wealthy. The 

Egyptians had given them all kinds of riches to get them to 

leave! They’d had enough of all the plagues that were 

ruining them. (Though it wasn’t really the Egyptians - it was 

God who had put this idea of giving wealth to the children of 

Israel in their heads.)  What did the people of Israel do with 

all the riches God had given them? In time they used them to 

make a golden calf.  

This man who came to Jesus had his own golden calf. 

He had great possessions, and he was not willing to let them 

go. He thought they were giving him life, but they really were 

robbing him of the life he wanted.  

What is it for you? What good gift from God do you 

find getting in the way of Jesus? What do you find yourself 

clinging to instead of Jesus? What is it that you look to for 

happiness instead of Jesus?  

What we all need to do is to follow Jesus. That’s what 

Jesus tells the man in our text.   

What does it mean “to follow Jesus.”  Some people 

think following Jesus is about being good.  The man 

thought he had been good and Jesus still told him to “follow 

me.”  No, if that man would have followed Jesus he would 

have followed Him all the way to the cross.   

Then, he would have seen the only One who is truly 

good, the One who is truly God, die on the cross, in his place 

and in our place for all of our sins.  At the cross is the 

forgiveness of sins.  At the cross is God Himself, paying the 

price for our sin so that by His resurrection we would know 

the eternal life that is ours though Him.   
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Nothing we do in this world and life can earn eternal 

life for us.  That’s why we need to follow Jesus.  That’s why 

we need to believe in Jesus.  

“Seek the Lord and live” (Amos 5:6), the prophet 

Amos said in our Old Testament lesson for today.  “Seek 

good, and not evil, that you may live” (Amos 5:14), the 

prophet also said. The man in our Gospel lesson for today 

was seeking.  He was seeking answers; he was seeking 

assurance; he was seeking life.  The thing is: if we look to 

ourselves for these things, we aren’t going to find these 

things.  If we look to what we can do or accomplish, we 

won’t find these things. If we look to things in this world, we 

won’t find these things. There’s only one place where all of 

that is: Jesus. Follow Him, not to earn eternal life, but to 

receive it. 

So for us today, we follow to Jesus to the cross where 

He put Himself for us. Through faith in Him we have the 

assurance of knowing that we will have life forever.  AMEN 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

O Lord, God of hosts, reveal our sin to us through 

Your Word. Do not let us dare to approach You in our own 

righteousness, but rather to come before You humbly in 

repentance, that we may inherit eternal life by Your grace in 

Christ alone.  

O Lord, God of hosts, keep us from hating those 

whom You send to reprove us with Your law and from 
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abhorring those who speak Your truth to us, that we might 

repent and live.  

O Lord, God of hosts, sanctify us with Your Spirit, that 

we may hate evil and never pursue it, but instead love good 

and seek it always.  

O Lord, God of hosts, let Your favor be upon all who 

govern us in Your stead. Establish the good works of their 

hands upon us, that we might live in peace.  

O Lord, God of hosts, have pity on [________________ 

and] all Your servants afflicted in body or soul. Satisfy them 

with Your steadfast love in Christ, and grant health and 

healing in accord with Your perfect will 

O Lord, God of hosts, satisfy our longing hearts with 

Your steadfast love here in the feast of Christ’s body and 

blood, that we may rejoice and be glad in You all our days 

and into eternity.  

O Lord, God of hosts, we give thanks for 

[_______________ and] all Your saints whose confidence in 

Christ You kept firm unto the end. Graciously keep us firm in 

the same faith, that in the end we may enter with them into 

Your rest.  

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation; but deliver  

us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to  

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  

peace. 

C Amen 
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