
CAN NE’ER FORGET THE WORMWOOD AND THE GALL 
  

Last month, I used this newsletter article to talk about the meaning of the word 

“cleft” in the hymn, “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me.”  This month, I thought I would 

write about the meaning of a phrase in the hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 

Name,” the phrase in verse 5 “Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget the wormwood 

and the gall.”  I am guessing there are many who have sung the hymn without 

knowing what those words are talking about.   
 

I think there are two explanations for those words that we should consider.  Before 

I get to them, let me tell you that wormwood is a bitter root which can be both 

intoxicating and poisonous.  Reference to “wormwood” is found in 6 Bible 

passages:  Proverbs 5:4; Lamentations 3:15 & 19: Amos 5:7; 6:12; and Revelation 

8:11.   In each case, the word is used to communicate the idea of bitterness.   
 

The word “gall” is used in the book of Job to point to the bile which is secreted 

from the liver (Job 16:13) and for the poison of snakes (Job 20:14).  The   same 

can be said about the words translated as “gall.”   The Hebrew word is related to 

the word for “bitterness” and is similar to the word that is translated “myrrh.”  
 

There is one Bible passage in which the words “wormwood” and “gall” is found, 

Lamentations 3:19, where the prophet Jeremiah writes:  “Remember my 

affliction and my wanderings, the wormwood and the gall!”  For Jeremiah, life 

tasted bitter. 
 

So what are the two explanations what the words “wormwood and the gall” mean 

in the hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name?”  One is this:  sinners can’t 

forget the bitterness that comes as a result of their sin.  
 

The second explanation is that the “wormwood and the gall” that sinners need to 

remember that when Jesus was on the cross Jesus was offered “wine to drink, 

mixed with gall” (Matthew 27:34).  Mark 15:23 explains that the bitterness in the 

wine is a result of myrrh being mixed in.  This mixed drink was given to dull the 

pain.  Jesus refused the drink because He wanted to take upon Himself the full 

punishment for our sin. 
 

As we consider both of those explanations we, sinners, can remember the in spite 

of the bitterness we experience in life we have salvation through Jesus.  And when 

we remember that we are going to want to “Go, spread [our] trophies at His 

[Jesus’] feet  And crown Him Lord of all.” 
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Spaghetti Hotdish Lunch 
& Sliding Party 

Did you miss our last sliding party or just looking for another adrenaline 
rush? Join us for a hot spaghetti hotdish lunch before heading out to the 
Schultz’s. Lunch will be served at about 11:15 am and then we will caravan 
out to the Schultz’s for another exhilarating day of sliding down their super 
fun hill. This is a family fun day you won’t want to miss. Kids and adults are 
welcome! 
 

 Schultz’s Address: 32310 420th Place 

ROUND 2 

SUNDAY 
FEB 9 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Important information for youth and  their parents to know 

  

  

 

Sunday, February 2  

Sub Sandwich Delivery Day 
Pick pre-ordered sandwiches up after church. 

 

ACT TEAM - BE AT CHURCH AT 8:30AM 

Join us for worship on 

PLEASE HAVE CHILDREN AT CHURCH BY 8:45AM IN THE PACMAN ROOM 

Sunday School will be singing  

& sharing the story of Moses. 

In February, Sunday School will begin to study from the New Testament. 

We will focus on how “The Holy Spirit Led the Apostles” from the Book of 

Acts. We are excited for the second half of the year to introduce  

stories the kids may not be as familiar with, so they can get to know  

                               the Bible even better and know how God is a part  

   of their daily lives yesterday, today, and always!  



LENTEN  
SERVICES 

Feb  
26 

Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil 
Psalm 1; Genesis 2:8-9,15-17; 3:1-24; Deut 30:15-20 

Mar  
4 

Great Trees of Mamre near the Machpelah 
Psalm 96; Genesis 18:1-33; 23:1-20 

 
Mar  
11 

Oak at Ophrah 
Psalm 78; Judges 6:1-20; Matthew 12:38-42 

Mar  
18 

Jesse’s Tree 
Psalm 80:8-19; Isaiah 6:1-13; 10:33-11:16 

Mar  
25 

Tree of the Lord’s Planting 
Psalm 104:10-18; Ezekiel 17:1-24; Mark 4:30-32 

Apr  
1 

Good Trees Bearing Good Fruit,  
Bad Trees Bearing Bad Fruit 
Psalm 148; Galatians 5:1,13-25; Matthew 7:15-20 

WEDNESDAYS 
7:00 PM WORSHIP 

We will begin our Midweek 

Lenten Services on Ash 

Wednesday, February 26. 

This year the theme is 

“Living Among the Trees.”  

Each week we will focus 

on one of the Bible’s trees.  

5:30PM 

All are invited to 

a meal preceding 

each service 

MIDWEEK 



HOLY WEEK EVENTS 

APR 9 
7:00PM T

H
U

R
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

Fig Trees: Psalm 105:23-45; Luke 13:1-9; Mark 11:12-25 

APR 10 
1:00PM F

R
I GOOD FRIDAY WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

Tree of the Cross: Psalm 74; Deut 21:22-23; Galatians 3:1-14 

APR 10 
7:30PM F

R
I 

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE 

APR 12 

S
U

N
 EASTER SUNRISE at 7AM WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

EASTER BREAKFAST FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

EASTER FESTIVAL at 9AM WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

Tree of Life: Psalm 52; Ezekiel 47:1-12; Revelation 22:1-20;  

Matthew 28:1-10 



St. John’s 

Care packages for military & college students. 

Welcome New Members to St. John’s 
We are excited to share the news of new members 

to St. John’s. Please welcome… 

(received through transfer) 
 

(received by profession of faith) 

We welcome Harper Rae Born into God’s 

family. 
Harper Rae Born (born December 2, 2019), the daughter 

of Derek & Alyssa (nee Haugly) Born, was baptized on 

December 29, 2019. Her sponsors are Krysta and Jon 

Redman.  May God continue to bless little Harper. 

At the next St. John’s Circle meeting on February 13 at 1:00 pm 

the women will be assembling care packages for our college 

students and those in the military. Cookies are  

a favorite item received, so if you could help  

and bake some tasty treats for our students  

the St. John’s Circle would really appreciate  

it. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 

 board in the entryway.  Please have  

cookies here by Thursday, February 13th at 1:00 pm. The 

cookies could be brought on Sunday, February 9th to be 

frozen until the meeting. Thank you so much for your support 
of our young people away from home. 



Kindness costs nothing,  
but means everything. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR CHURCH OFFICERS 
St. John’s is so blessed with a wonderful team of people who volunteer their time 

as church officers. Many of them work behind the scenes to help make important 

decisions about our church, fix and maintain our building and equipment, and 

come in after hours to work on different projects, along with many other tasks. It 

takes the diligent work of many to help keep St. John’s running smoothly, and we 

are so very thankful for those agreeing to commit to these positions. 

 

President:    Paul Zenke    Board of Deacons:  

Vice President:   Bruce Schultz   (23) Dan Borseth   

Recording Secretary:  Laura Schlagel   (22) Marcus Marsh 

Treasurer:    Debbie Schultz   (21) Jim Schendel  

Financial Secretary:  Gina Wold      (22) Pat Scott  

        (23) David J. Wilke   
 

 

        Board of Trustees:  

        (22) Richard Peterson    

        (23) Jeff Schlagel  

        (21) Richard Buhlmann  
  

Board of Finance:   

(22) Florence Landrus  

(22) Joy Janzen  

(21) Beth Borseth  

(21) Shirley Renstrom  

Elaine Wegner (Alt)  

Erin Rom (Alt)      

 

Please note:  The number in front of some of 

the officers’ name indicate the beginning of 

the year that their term of office will expire. 
 



Michelle Hanson  February 01 

Margrett Elling  February 02 

Brenda Latvala  February 02 

Daniel Weimer  February 03 

Isabella Westerlund  February 03 

Samantha Beck  February 04 

Kory Kemmet  February 04 

May Borchert   February 05 

Alice Fageroos  February 06 

Mikael Perrine  February 08 

Laura Sutton   February 09 

David Bartel   February 10 

Donna Bartel   February 10 

Norma Lehrke  February 10 

Drew Olson   February 11 

Beth Borseth   February 12 

Joni Larson   February 12 

Shelley Christian  February 13 

Kelly Kemmet  February 13 

Roger Borchert  February 14 

Brian Kuehn   February 15 

Tracy Weston  February 15 

Randy Johnson  February 16 

Jean Root   February 17 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

*The birthdays listed are from our church records.  Any mistakes are unintentional.  Please notify 

the office of any mistakes, deletions, or if you do not want your birthday listed. 
 

Blessings on your special day! 

Jeff Lehrke   February 19 

Jessica Carpenter  February 20 

Jozee Fossum  February 20 

Dennis Lamke  February 20 

Warren Latvala  February 20 

Mark Wold   February 20 

Lois DuChane  February 21 

Dwayne Kennedy  February 21 

Jacob Radke   February 21 

Sean Weimer  February 21 

Erin Blomquist  February 22 

Alicen Bartel   February 23 

Alexis Erdman  February 23 

Jim R. Bender  February 24 

Eric Hanson   February 24 

Jane Lenzen   February 24 

Bunny Dotzler  February 25 

Laura Schlagel  February 25 

Scott Wold   February 25 

Ronald Christian  February 26 

Tim Landrus   February 28 

Erin Rom   February 28 

Steven Shirilla  February 28 

Jeff Ruschmeier  February 29 

 



The following are excerpts from a series of WhatsApp messages sent by the Rev. 

James & Deaconess Christel Neuendorf, our Together in Mission Missionaries, 

following the 6.4 earthquake whose epicenter was near Ponce, Puerto Ric early in 

January: 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE 

NEUENDORFS 
 

"Connected with emergency personnel / first responders, prayed with them, sent to 

refugee camp they were setting up. Christel and I loaded up what we had for 

supplies and went to the parking lot of a stadium, situation was bad, especially for 

the elderly, we had several contacts and quickly found  

ourselves as the main volunteers, built very strong links with  

the municipal team. More and more people arrived at the  

camp and we set up an impromptu VBS for the kids, and  

we each made counseling visits to several people, many  

lost everything, got some names and addresses for follow  

up if we get the funds. The community leaders asked me 

 to lead prayer for the entire refugee group, we did and I  

gave a message, I think it got on TV. Some pretty intense  

stuff at the new location, we helped in a variety of ways  

with the municipality people, then I met the mayor who  

was extremely grateful. We were the ONLY church 

 involved believe it or not. Situation in this camp is going  

to be bad. The Mayaguez guys showed up and we  

worked to deliver things to the most vulnerable, the  

elderly etc. Then the mayor of San Juan showed up and  

we had brought just as much as them! We prayed with  

lots of people and talked till hoarse and my feet are  

killing me. Then I made some rounds. We unloaded  

extras to our garage for tomorrow, not knowing what is  

next." 
 

If you would like to give toward the support of our  

Together in Mission Missionaries please place your  

offering in an envelope marked “Together in Mission.” 

 


